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IMS. Levi 

UMS. UadnullcdretlowDl hisa>U»e. 

IB45. He Bhs hi; M.A. Cxff. Atk. Ci^-lai. i. 3^6. Ed. 1S58. 

St. Mary's vicarage. DunvcU, was given by rhe King Id the UnivoKJIy of 
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uj . .1. J. r -_. j^drlh. This was tie first occasion of emptying 



Edward, after 



ISir. Jan. ZB, EtitoatS ITL >»c(nliB ((* tfirani. 
^ Ju[.v J. Lever is adniitted a seninr FcHow of St, John's Collegt 
Skit. aj. He is anpoinled a College preacher: from which it is II 
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oi« Ills fnlluwing WQrk by Levsr— 
Eallon vpDb ibe Lardcs Pravcr, madf 
lurcbe, LoAdDD. Anno MDCj- Lkjj 

T. i3. Thomas Levei, SavHuiM J 
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IHiiBbcnEHlvpDnvs. Godswniih, lDm>,» 
■atune<1 \n punuhms diurrs ' orderE of tbe regime fot Ilicir 
miaorder, with laking away binEUbr man frDID them, u 
Ijffirayng by Mr, Bvcfr, Caun^ll by Mr. DfHHji, DobiliLic by 
(he CWd vane Dttta, Cnirting by lentlE Btafi, S. /oiw by 

Siai Eland. Bui if l^rninjt, Counvll, Nobilkle, Coiine, 
nitiriiigi shold haue bene aU pu^i^sbcd at Qnes, by taking 



and olhcr colle^ vc 



IUB3.— Notvithstandlng the pres 

caucined by tbe courtier^ invadmE cfaurcb pcerenncnts (ihil were intended 
rewards nr learning:) by i^cktnR their tctutnCis. formerly accu^tamed to ea 

cKurch, by Ihfltt ncglccl of ho&pitility which ouKht ta have been kept i 
and by their want of charity which bad formerly been mainlaincd, yet t 
collega flonnshcd in learning, and what usually allendi it, in the uue j 

Diainlained, than it did here under iht£ piHstcr'ji c«;ainple and the influct>ce 
hia EQvemnient, as appeared best in the day nf trial, when he with tweni 
four of his fellnwa, quitted ihdr preremienCs^ m nreserve Ihmr inuncenc^. 
T. BaJitr, B.D.. Hkl. of SI. lelais Cell. i. 
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UiHa did then 
nouK now, u tbe first erectinn, ns Ml (.Mtma ait 
BU onelie (or Ihcir Muter, fellowes and scboliri, bi 
for theil whole, balh order n[ learning, and dlsipOne 
S. lakHfx stoode in (hin state, vnilll thoae beuie ty<i 
change that chanced. An. 1533. whan tno pof^io ac 
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Ufi9. Apr. Lever niBm widow, vh has ihre child a] cady 
1060. JuLvio. HcHukBofiheblrihoraaiughicc. 
Lover remmi ta England, toon after Ihe Queen-! acceasLnn, with BiDH 

Sheihurn Ho^lal waa founded by Hugh de Piidwy [ivlm bc[:irne Bp. of 

leino^inEnjilanirm therel^of Henry'll i ' ' iV live 
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I^May I^oe— aS Nor, l^^vJiHued fresh urd - i. .. i ' 4. '•'"••^ 





Notes of Lf. 


-ek's Life and 


Writings. 


5 


4. 


Bp. RidloT in hia PiUmaL-amiH 
ford, and Knoi, their tongues w 


e so sharp, '.hey 

■ilily nnd vrjlupl 




t-OCT 


loWrpSirm'"' ' ™ """ ' 
men of all od. 
as. Lever writes 


.r"the«ra 


f^;': 




.l^rhese 


ItFSB 




uous^lear 
dioCalv. 

to Ihe ed 


living orChri'st's 
t yon be no* in p, 

Fhroary 


eatnins. , 

^ 1 

'Ou. of 



n thnKH n 



at that time almorit eradicated, for bp. Lang- 
irance of dieoriEinal foundation, two lepers 
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6 Notes of Lever's Life and Writings. 

to have the care of all the goods and buildinps of the hospital, and to take an 
oath for the due performance of all things stipulated by those ordinances, -- 
J. Hutchison's Hist, of Durham^ it. pp. 58^, 607. Ed. 1780. 
1662. Jan. 28. Thomas Lever was born in Lancashire, collated to Sher- 

burn hospital. Idem. p. 594. 
16^. Feb. 2. Lever is made a Prebend of Durham Cathedral. 
1567* Lever supplies A preface y shewing the true understanding^ of 

God's wordy and the right use of God's works and benefits, evi- 
dent and easy to be seen in the exercise of these Meditatiofts : 
and also A meditation on the Tenth Commandment to the edi- 
tion of this year, of Godly Meditations^, dr'c. &»c., made by 
John Bradford. [Reprinted in Townsend's JVritings of Brad- 
ford. Ed. 1848.] 

1567. He is deprived of his Prebcndship. 

1568. Feb. 24. There is a characteristic letter of Lever's showing that he 

was the same zealous and disinterested Reformer and Pro- 
testant to the latter end of his life, as when he preached 
these Sermons. 

Grace and peace in Christ. For that god hath placed you in authoritie 
and fauer with the Queues Maiestie, so as heretofore I and mani 
others haue bi your meanes had quietnes, libertie and comfort to preach 
the gospell of Christ : therefore of Christian charitie, and bonden dutie 
must we daili prai, and vse all godli indeuor for the continuance of the 
same. 

And so now as more willing then able to render due thankfulnes vnto god, 
the Queues Maiestie and vnto your honors, I haue here noted summe such 
things as make mich to the subuersion, or preseruation of godlie honor. 
Gen. 34. The Sichemites receiuing circumcision partli for voluptuousnes, 
and pai'tli for couiteousnes were all vtterlt destroied, w[h]ich is a terrible 
threatning to Englande ; where as mani euen so farre receiue and refuse re- 
ligion, as semeth to be for pleasure or gaine worldli. And losu. 7. The 
armie of the Israellites polluted with the couiteous spoile of Achan cold 
neither vse sufficient power, nor a good policie against their and gods enni- 
mies, vntill that offence was confessed, and such corruption vterli abolished 
from amonge gods people : and then did god giue vnto his people the vse of 
power and policie, to preuaile against their ennimies. So England being 
polluted with mich couiteous spoile especialli of impropriations, grammar 
scoles and other prouision for the pore, can not vse power and policie to pre- 
uaile against the ennimies of god and godli religion, if ^t sinke still into such 
corruption, as causeth more sclander, and danger daili to incresse vnto the 
cheife professers, and promoters of good religion. 

And certenli the necessari reuenues of the prince, the bishops, other 
estates, and the vniuersities, do as yet rather sinke into the corruption then 
stand vpon the profets, of improperations. 

Wherefore in the vniuersities, and els where no standing but sinking doth 
appere; when as the office and liuing of a minister shalbe taken from him, 
that once lawfuUi admitted hath euer since diligentli preached, because he 
now refuseth prescription of man in apparrell : and the name, liuing and 
office of a minister of gods worde, allowed vnto him that neither can nor will 
preach, except it he Pro forma tantum, to kepegods commandments summe 
times /(rr a/ium, euer obseruing the prescription of man in wairing apparell 
and reding per se. 

Also Ezech. 14. When as bi plaines of the prophets notable idolatrie was 
reproued in Israeli, and at the same time the Elders of /jra^//- kepine their 
idols in their hartes. and setting their stombling blockes afore their faces, 
wold yet bi hearing the prophet and worde of god, seme to be godli : then 
such Elders and prophet tes hearing and answaring, according to the vncleines 
of their owne hartes, were both iustli deceiued and destroied of god. Like 
wise now is notable papistrie in England and Scotland proued and pro- 
claimed bi preaching of the gospell, to be idolatrie and treason, and how such 
idolatrie and treason is yet nornshed in the hartes of mani god knoweth.. and 
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8 Notes of Lever's Life and Writings. 

many of those Bookes so printed, intoo this Realme of £ng- 
lande. 

And nowe finding none of those Bookes too be solde in anie 
place, but being of some desired too peruse one of them 
(which was founde in a freendes hande) and putte it too print- 
ing^ a&;ayn, with some admonition meete for this tyme, I haue 
wntten this Epistle or Preface. ..." 

1572. The revised and corrected edition of these Sermons is pub- 

lished. 

1672. T. Baker, B D., in a folio commonplace book, now Harl. MS. 

7048, has copied * a long scroll, on several sheets, pasted to- 
gether' and printed by Henrie Bynneman, for Humfrey Toy, 
1572, but apparently never published : of what is virtually 
the Cambridge Calendar for that year. The number of 
Scholars of aU the degrees in the Universitie was then 1684. 
From this we quote the Daily exercises for Schollers by 
way of comparison to Lever's account in 1550, ^tpp. 121, 122. 
Euery worke daye throughout the whole yeare, in euery Col- 
ledge are celebrated Morning Prayers from five of the Clock 
untill sixe / at what time also some Common Place is ex- 
pounded by one of ye Fellows in order after that he hath 
bene Master of Arte. That done from seven of the Clocke 
untill eight in all Colledges are plainly and distinctly taught 
and reade Logicke and Philosophie Lectures. From eight 
of the Clock vntill Eleven, ordinarie Lectures and publidce 
Disputations are exercised / and reade in the Common 
Schooles. ^. 541. 

1575* A third edition of The right way, &c., was issued : printed 

by H. Bjmneman. 

At the end of it is (apparently reprinted) A meditation vppon 
the Lordes prayer. A copy is in the British Museum. 

1577. July. On a journey home to the hospital of Sherbum, (which he 
was permitted to retain on account of the scarcity of preachers, 
though deprived of his prebend for non-conformity) falling 
sick by die way, died at Ware the beginning of July 1577, his 
body was brought to and interred adjoining the south wall 
within the altar rails of the chapel of Sherbum hospital, under 
a blue marble stone, whereon is cut a cross flory with a bible 
and chalice, . . . and on a brass plate 

THOMAS LEAVER PREACHER 
TO KING EDWARD THE SIXTE. 
HE DIED IN IVLY 1577. 
His brother Ralph succeeded him as Master, being collated 
on 16 July 1577. — Hutchinson, Hist. 0/ Durham, it. 589. 
Thomas Baker calls Lever ' one of the best masters as well as one of the 

best men the college [of St John's, Cambridge] ever bred.* 
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KBnd exadlly re 
fted Change th 
Mnned Paganir™ 

Tie, a mod trying Social Prt^efs; which was quite 
diJUnfl from it, which was greally mifunderftood at the lime, 
and which h^ lince bfen fomelimes confounded wilh it. 

The Reformation waii fonic Iwenty-five yeaia old, when thefe 
Sennons were uHered. Inftrumenlally, it had been Ihe work 
of many Scholars, of fome of Ihe Town Clergy, Monks, &c., of 
Merchimis and the like, and of the Lollards amoiig the lower 
clafleB. It began before Henry courted Anne Boleyn, and would 
have certainly come Lo pafs had he or fhe died in Wolfey's life 
lime r but Ihe Divorce Queflion became for ever mined np 
with Ihe change of Faith and WorQiip among the people of 
England. 

The Reformation — as in the cafe of the firft foundation of Hirif- 
tianity, as indeed of neceflity mnfl be the cafe of the eflablifli- 
ment of any religion upon earth— began with a few. Thcfe 
fearchers after Truth and Holinefs went on leavening the people. 
The Reformers and Ihe Reformed had beenfaiid were even now far 
outmunfaered by the Inland Catholic poptJalion : the country 
Cle^y, Gentry, Farmers, and Labourers. It was a long con- 
' flict between the Government and the more active Intelligence 
of Ihe Minority in the Nation, reSding in Univeriity and fouthera 
cities: and the Confetvatifm of a Majority living in purely agri- 
cultural diilriifls and in the remoter northern towns. 

The procefs of the Reformation was moll difBcuit lo the un- 
lettered people . All that was concrete in a gorgeous ceremonial 
and worlhip was replaced by the limple enunciation of prin- 
ciples of life and conduct, and their application to all conditions 
of fociely. The Mafs and Ihe ProceiEon were fuccceded by the . 
long Sermon, which even now fends fome of its hearers into a 
quiet deep, and which lafted thiee or fonr hours, as Latimer 
intended his Sermon in this fame Lent to have done. What 
had, for ages pail, been conHdered as unerring authority in all 
natters towards God, had now been indignantly abandoned 
as a prepoflerous fraud. Roods, thrines, and other vehicles of 
adoring worHiip alfo became a mock and bye-word. To 
crown all ; in place of Ihe comfort and certainty of a pre- 
tentioully infallible fyftem could only be offered inducements 
to incelfanl (Iriving after that which is True, Right, and Pure. 
The ReformalioD in leading the people to a higher life, impofed 
upon them the arduous toil of the afcent. 

What then was the talk of the Reformers; firfl in unlearning' 
and in learning Ihemfelves ; then hi leaching, under all conceiv- 
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able oppofition, the people. The firll Reformers engaged againfl 
enormous odds. They faced a Hierarchy that could, by power of 
Law, fmite down its antagonifls even unto death. So that moft 
of the Reformers came to be judicially murdered for their 
opinions: and then, by a flrange change of fate, fome of 
their Judges followed them in fuffering like cruel injuftice. 

Such furvivore of this firll Band, as efcaped the block and the 
flake, re-appeared in public life, like Latimer and Coverdale, foon 
after the accefllon of Edward VL : and then regained more than 
their prifline influence with the Reformed. 

With thefe, joined a fecond race of Reformers, their fpiritual 
children, fuch as I-.ever, Bradford, Knox, and others. The Lent 
of 1550, witnefTed Latimer preaching his laft Sermon at Court, 
his tjltimum Vale to Edward VI., and Lever's firft addrefs to 
the King and Nation. One generation was therein overlapping 
the fecond. 

II. The Reformation found England fettling down from the 
long anarchy of the Wars of the Rofes. From the beginning of 
the century there had been a general Rife in Prices; fometimes 
a factitious and pafTmg one, by Speculators (Foreflallers or Re- 
grators as they were then called) rigging the market ; but alfo 
through the increafmg wealth of the country. This had nothing 
efTentially to do with the Reformation. It was not the cafe in 
Germany and Switzerland at the time. It was the recovery of 
this country from the Civil Wars. 

But this enrichment was not general. The rich became richer, 
and the poor more deflitute. There were few to take the part 
of the poor, but the Preachers. As we liften to Lever we are 
often reminded of our prefent Newfpapers. The Pulpit then 
did the work of our Platform, and the Prefs as well. So thefe 
Sermons, dealing with troubles and abufes all round, are a per- 
fect revelation to us of thofe times. The current events, and 
what is (lill more valuable, the general talk and impreflion of 
the Court and the City in 1550; photographed in them, 
conflitute them moft valuable records of the domeftic hiftory 
of England in that year : while the fuperlative moral bravery 
of the preacher that could fpeak fuch home truths fo 
plainly to the King, the Counfell, and that quick and 
high-fpirited People, cannot but win our admiration of the 
man. 

It is impoflible here even to touch upon every fraud attacked 
by the Preacher: but two chief points may be confidered, by way 
of preparation to the Sermons themfelves. 

Inclosures. — Wool was and had long been the staple pro- 
duct of England. The rife in the Price of Wool was depopulat- 
ing the country, defpite all ordinances and flatutes whatfoever. 
Sir T. Moore, in his Latin Utopia^ thus protefts, in the perfon 
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Hylhlodaye, Hgaiall the rapacity of landlords of all 
forts anterior to 1516. 

But ret lh» is not only the nercaBary cause of iIcbIIiib, There is an other, 
Hfhych, « 1 suppme, is p|rD]per mA peculiai to you Eneiiihmea alone. 
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Ever fince Moore wrote, the ftate of things of which he tbui 
complains had continued to increofe ralhet than ditninifh. 

The Rev. F. W, Rufiell in his Kelfi Sibdlio,, in Norfolk, 
Ed. 1859, 4.10, tells us that "at this lime, the arable land of nny 
iTlla^ or townfliip, known as 'ihc fieW— n name dill in 
cammoii ufe — was fubdivided by ridges called 'bawUics' into 
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•lands' belonging to the different proprietors, who cultivated 
them and took the produce: but when * the come was inned and 
harueft don,* then all had right of common over the whole. 
Juft prior to Kett's rebellion, the practice began to be generally 
adopted by thofe who had two or more lying together, to enclofe 
thefe * lands' as well as others, viz., the wafle lands of the manor, 
that ought to be common, and it was againfl fuch enclofures that 
the efforts of Kett and his affociates were efpecially directed. '* 

A Commiffion to redrefs Enclofures was iffued by King 
Edward's Counfell on 2 June 1548. In a fpeech of one of the 
Commiffioners, Mr. John Hales, preferved by Strj'pe, we have 
the following official definition : — 

But first, to declare unto you what is meant by this word inclosures. It 
is not taken where a man doth enclose and hedge in his own proper ground, 
where no man hath commons. For such inclosure where no man hath com- 
mons. For such inclosure is very beneficial to the commonwealth ; it is a cause 
of great increase of wood, but it is meant therby, when any man hath taken 
away and enclosed any olKer mens commons, or hath pulled down houses of 
husbandry, and converted the lands from tillage to pasture. This is the mean- 
ing of the word, and we pray you to remember it. 

To defeat these statuts, as we be informed, some have not pulled down their 
houses, but maintain them ; howbeit no person dwelleth therin ; or if there 
be, it is but a shepheard or a milkmaid, and convert the lands from tillage to 
pasture : and some about one hundred acres of ground, or more or less, make 
a furrow, and sow that ; and the rest they till not, but pasture their sheep. 
And some take the lands from their houses, and occupy them in husbandry ; 
but let the houses out to beggars and old poor people. Some, to colour tne 
multitude of their sheep, father them on their children, kinsfolks, and ser- 
vants. All which be but only crafts and subtilties to defraud the laws, such 
as no good man will use, but rather abhor. — Eccles. Mem. 11. ii. 361. Ed. 
1822. 

Such was one form of the ftruggle for the poffeffion of the land 

of the country, on account of its increafmg value. Another form 

of this covetoufnefs (and can we wonder at Latimer and Lever 

denouncing covetoufnefs fo much !) confifled in 

Impropriations of EcclesiasticalBenefices; which were 
the poffeffion of their revenues by corporations, non-refident 
clergy, or laymen ; and the delegation of the fpiritual duties of the 
benefice to a Curate : and of the temporal duties (collecting the 
tithes, keeping up hofpitality, and the like) unto a Farmer. 
This abufe alfo exifted long before the Reformation. 

Sir Francis Bygod [? of Mogreve Cajflle in Blakemore], who 
on a fudden joined, and by joining, ruined The Pilgrimage of 
Grace, in January 1537 : for which he was hanged at Tyburn in 
the June following. Froude \_HiJi. of England, Hi. 193. Ed. 
1858] wrote a flrange tract entitled A Treatife concernynge im- 
propriations of benefices, printed Jjby T. Godfrey, without date: 
but certainly after the birth of the Princefs Elizabeth (7 Sept. 
1533) and before the fuppreffion of the leffer Monafleries (with 
lefs than ;f 200 [ =;^3000 now] a year) in March 1536; fay therefore 
about 1534. 

In tbjs farrago of creeds, Bygod calls Henry the *fupreme 




Pope the 'grel: draffacke of Rome,' approves 'of 
the preaching of the Gofpel,' and yet talks of the 'blelled 
Mafe.' Notwithftanding all this, Bygod^apparently then a. 
* Six Articles ' mac — could write to good purpcfe On hla griev- 
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vwn their benefyc:e>^: a^ they ought la do! for 1 haiie linowen luche / tbat 
vhan they hauen rydden by a benefyce tvherof they haue ben persone / they 

We have not fpace here to illuilrate the great fia/co of the 
Supprcflion of the Monafteries, the decay of the Univeifities, the 



upTtfing of the lower clalTcs againA the Nobility and Gentry, the 

' litalion of ihepoor, the pluralities of benefices, the gen- 

ioufnEfs, ajid the other crying abufes denounced in tfiefe 



;r deftitali 
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Mod of the complaints of that time have been ably 
coilcaed by Mr. F, J. Furnivalt, in his Baltads from MSS. 
Vol. I. Ed. l868, to which we mtisl refer our readers. 
' T^' cjislamaiy title of reqiectit this umefoi viiists,!! Eiq.uire ii mir 
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BaBfe of Rouifprd in Esiex, hanged wilbin ATdgale, and an other of K«nt, 
Pt the bridge foot toward Soudiwaik, boLt oo Mary Magdaitits day by 
uutianUw, 

I Auc. Tbe French Ambastjidoi did in name of hii maiiler Ihe F[rench] 
Kloe, iDade defiance vnio ihc Kine of Eueland, and » ihc war began. 

IB the heEinninE of Al^cL'ST .ho French (.suddenly allempled Guerntey 
•od Jeney, but weie [cpulscd whh the Ion ^f a thousand men.] 

Tin ifi of Aug., a man was handed wilhoul Bishopsgale of London, and 
aae other without Aldgaie. [he third at U'oLcnham, the fooith at WaLthon, 
nd » forth in diners othsr places, all by mariUll bw. 

Tile nbel^ in NorMke and SufToIke eocamped theniSelues at mount ?,\any, 
ma wood called 5. iV/tAato wtud, neerevnto Nonrich, against whom sir 
lakH DaJUy earle of Warwike went with an army, where Inilhe he and a 

they had thnuehl all 10 tiaue died m that place, but G«l that confound'eth 
the puiH&e of all rebels brutight it so to pas&e, that aswcl there as io '" 
gtfaei plaeea, they were partly by peifCT CDtKtraJned, partly by pi 
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■I Lard ProtEclDT.l 

ItOcT, ThtDufcoafSoramethrouBliirr m\Vl I j il p nIhcTower. 

» Nov. ;;g^>V£rfwu hanged in rK n "!> n ^^.^hDaIt1e, 

uif Wiiliam Kil likcwUe banged on ndham] 

Hov.'-Dec the Scon toolte Burt &•, then 

posKased hy Em^iihmen, where the ^ [ !e en- 

croiSIr/Mn /^Wferv/Zthecapuu c 

IBBOr ^1 \\«- Huwfny AntHdrtte^aM tuvjaanA 

Siry, capuiiiEi of the [ebeli id Deuon^h re « c bans J and quartered U 
Tybdrtie. 

s FitH. Candlemas Day ; also Sept Bffesima Sund^ 

EltliDiiias !.ttitr'< Anrnrni in the Hixmoa of at lattul s 
1-he Duke nrSameruI makel h» bnbcn s.'non in the lower 
The Lord-s of the CouoraU are (dtaDged Warw etc ^ lituoa conilni 

6 Feb. The Duke of SonierKt delivered out oT the Tower. 

10 Fbb, Otie Bel a SnffoLke man, was hanged and quariered at Tyhoioe, 
for mouing a new nbellton in SulTnlk and Eisei. 

iGMah. Mid- Lent Sunday. El)initu ILiUr'a iSnttun Mtru t)|E Sing. 

ji Mak. iVaee proclaimed between England and France. 

BAi-R. TheDuksofSamerielcaine to court BtGreuewJchaadwasswoRitf 
the Pri»y Counsell. 

a M*Y. Joan of Kent was brew in Smithfield for herewe. 

It May. Ric. Lion, Guddard Girrrm, and Sic. Irtlaad were executed 
for allempiing a newe rebellion in KenL 

Trinity Terme |ii Junk— i Julv) wa. adiumod till Mighaelmai, for that 
the gentlemen ahould keepe the cammons from commotion. 

11 Ji;ne, At night the Ugli Altar in Fiulei Church wan puUed down, ud 

Steppes, and on the Sundae neit [ij June] a Communion was sang at the 
sunE Table, and shortly after all the altars in London were taken downe, and 
Tahles'placed in their room. 
14 Dae. Second Sunday after Advetit. Sto'tU! t.t'aa'i Acitncit Qt Vauli 

All Ihefe evils were by many chtii^ed to tlie Cliange of F^!h. 
Hence the eiieigy of the Preachers to tebiit the Qander, by eipor- 
ing their true and many caufes. The political economy of that 
time — faulty as we now fee it to be— was baled upop the prin- 
ciple of dirititereded fervice for the common good. Men were 
urged not by their felf-interell, but by the dread and love of God, 
to do their duty to each other and the State. Among all thofe 
preachers none more bravely fbught the battle of the loyal poor j 
none more vigorouily, even to perfoual hazard and danger, «- 
pofed the cruelty, covetaufnefs, and craft of the rich and die 
clergy than Tliomai Lever, the Cambridge Fellow, and the 
Boanerges of the Reformation. 



BIBLIOGRAPHY. 

loir's prirtsd Sermons wers very popuW when first putlished. No less 

(ho.Smnon'in'lho Shiouds, two'orj^teftTnl'aie'KiiiE^'iidone^of'tb^t »t 
Puit>> Cross. 

TwenCy-lva ycara laler, iheyvere revised by Lever, aad published Eo- 
ntfaer, under a fresh tkle. Since then, they have not been printed until 

One resson fcr this hus been the eices^iTe scardty af copies at bU tbese 
&« EdiiioiiB. They uiere soon thumbed out of eiistencc, lil>c the Authoi's 
XifU way /rem Ike dauigtr of s!H«r, &^. printed at Geneva in i5;E, 
irindibad^ but perished ^ ijji : and after bi^ death Ibey were viituiiriy 

^ It may be uscfiil IherETore to quale their titles and calephons : and lo dis- 
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solkrulki 



ISSUES IN THE AUTHOR'S LIFETIME. 

JotcniDn in tI|E £^Dulia of £t. gaol's. 

1. TiTIJ. A frultfull St.mon made in Poulcs chutche at London in ihe 
Sbroudea, the leeonde daye of Febuari by Thomas Leuer. 
Anno M.S. and fiftie. 
C<u. C Imprinted at London by lohn Daie, dwelling nuer Alderscate, 
and Wiiliam Seres, dweUing bi Peter Colledge <.M Cum 
pritdlegiB ad impriineir^sirt solum, H. FvHE. 
■■ >SSO- ■*"•- 9- Tttlk: 35 at/t. ip. 

CoL. : as at/. ;i. H. Pvhe (vrants title); Bodleian. 

£mnoit \tlett lEting EUbotO FX. 

Mid-Lent Sunday, t6 M.irch tfso. 
.-. A dittedandttn undalcd liilisn. 
S. isio. Am. 9. TrTi-e, sb at/. 53. 

Col. : as at/. 90. H. Pyhk [T. Baku's copy) ; Bpu- 

A. IISD. TtTLK, A .Sermon preached (he thyrd Sondaye in Lente before 
the Kynges iMaiestie, and bis honorable Counsell, by Thomas 

C01- C Imprynted at London by Ihsn Day dwellinge ouer 
Aidet^ptld, tjeneth SAinl Matlyns. And are to be sold at 
ku sh^ by the lille conduit in Chepesyde at ibe sysne of the 
Resurrection. Cunt firiidlggio ad imprimimiltfH ioittnt. Ptf 
^ HftcHmHm. H, FvNE. 

TheM ii a misprint in most of the tiile-paees. These copies have " the 
Ihyid Sonday in Lent,' but the leit is the same. Lever took hii text fram 
■mfftspellof this day, written in the. vL of lotian,' emk p. ^. t^'s.^ci. 



i8 BIBLIOGRAPHY. 

the particular Sunday with absolute certainty, for in Edward VI. *s first 
Prayer-Book, which came into use on the Feast of Pentecost (9 June) 154^ 
as in our present version of it, the Miracle of Feeding the Five Thousand is 
the Gospell for the fourth Sunday in Lent, which fell in 1550, on i6th of 
March. Lever also puts the true date in the revised edition of 1572. See 
below. 

.". There is no authority for the above order, as regards the'undated iin> 
pressions. It will be seen that 1, 2 and 3 are printed by Day and Seres 
jointly : and 4 by Day alone. 

Sermon at pauFs ^ross* 

Second Sunday in Advent, 14 December 1550. 

« 

5. 1550. Title, as at/. 91. 

Col., as at>. 144. Bodleian. 



II. — Collected together. 

6. 1572. First Title. |[ Three fruitfull Sermons, made by Thomas Leuer. 
Anno domini. 1550. ^ And now newlie perused by the 
aucthour. London. Imprinted by I. Kyngston^ for Henry 
Kirckham, 1572. 

Title to Second Sermon. A Sermon preached the iiii. Sondaie 
in Lente, before the kynges Maiestie and his honorable 
Counsaile, by Thomas Leuer. Anno Domini. 1550. 

Title to Third Sermon. A Sermon preached at Paules crosse 
the xiiii. daie of December, by Thomas Leuer. Anno Domini 
1550. 

Col., as at/. 144. 

Lambeth Library : St. John's College, Cambridge^ 
(See Rev, C. H. Hartshome's Book Rarities of the Uni- 
versity of Cambridge ^ p. 443. Ed. 1829.) 

. ". The principal variations of this edition are shown within [ \ words 
omitted in it that are in the eariier impressions are asterisked *. One cha- 
racteristic of the revision is the prefix of Saint to the Apostles' names. 



ISSUES SINCE THE AUTHOR'S DEATH. 

I. — Collected together.. 
X870. Nov. 15. Svo. English Reprints : see title at/, i. 



.'. Cordial thanks are due to Mr. Pyne, (who first pointed out to me the 
mportance of these Sermons,) for the loan, — out of his splendid collection kX. 
English Books, before 1600 a.d., -of his copies of them ; and to the Hon. 
Librarian of Lambeth Library, for permission to collate the 1572 edition. 




in (tie jSlKdUtiis in ^onlci.' 



j|Od be merciful unto vs. 

Good Chriflen people Chrifte lefu 
the forme of God, the wyfedome 
of the father, the faiiioiir of the 
worlde, whyche hath redemed vs 
with his precious bloud moil piti- 
fully lamentyng oiir myferies, and 
earnelllye threatenitige our wyUull 
blyndncs, cryeth oute by the voyce of the wyfe king 
Salomon, faying : ^Quia uocaui, el renmjlis. et cele. ^ 
Protte. z.^ Eecaufe I haue called (fayeth the wyfedome 
of God) and ye haue denyed, I haue ftretched forth 
my hand, and there was none that woulde beholde : 
yea ye haue difpifed all my councels,and [alj my rebukes 
haue ye not regarded, I tberfore (hall laugh at your 
deftruccion, and I (hal mocke, when it is come vpon 
you whiche ye haue feared, j Affurcdlye good people, 
God, Qui mortem nan fecit, nee laUatur in perdicione 
uirorum? God whiche (as the boke of wifedome layth) 
made not death, ne dothe not delyghte in the perdicion 
of manne, cannot be of fuche affeccion, as to delyghte 
in laughynge or mockyng our miferies : but euen as 
that man whyche dothe delyghte to laughe at other 
mens griefes, is a man mod faire of from lainentynge 
and pytyinge them to do them good : fo is God fo fore 
offended and dyfpleafed wyth them tlu,! difpyfe hys 
counfelles, threatning or promifes, while they might 
haue mercy, that he wyil as it were rather of mockyng, 
laughe and ikome, then of pitye lamente and help 
their miferable wretched griefes, when as they would 
haue conforte. ^ therfore howe mercyfully God 
Jwah called by the fayinges and wiytinges of Moyfes, 
~~^ Ptophetes, and the Apoflles, and howe fewe haue 



^^^V S2 3 £tTmDR mate ^^^1 

I barkened to beleue. ^ how wonderfully God hatii 1 

(Iretched forth hys hande, in creatynge heauen and 
earthe, and all thytiges in them conteyned, to the vfe, 
^^^ coniTOoditie, and confortc to man ; and how fewe do 
^^^L dayly behold thefc creatures, to be thankefiiil vnto the 1 
^^^1 creatoure. ^howemuche good counfell and eamdle ] 
^^^P threatenynge God hath geuen of late vnto Knglande, t 
^^^ by fettynge forth of his worde in the englyfhe tonge, 
v^j. caufynge it to be read dayly in ye churches, to be 
^y^ preached purely in the pulpites, and to be reheaifal * 
euery where in communicacion, and hoiv many con- ' 
tinning, yea increafynge their wycked Ivues, regarde 
not gods worde, dyfpife his threaten inges, defyre not 
his mercye, feare not his vengeance. 

Wylhoute doute good peojile verye manye haue de- ' 
fenied the vengeaunce of God, and yet by repentauncc M 
foynde plentye of mercye : but neuer none that eaer I 
refufed the mercye of God hath efcaped the venge- I 
aunce of God in the time of hys wrathe, and fiirye. V 
Yea but what mercyes of God haue we reftifed, ' 
or what threatenynge of God haue we here in Eng- 
land not regarded : whyche haue forfaken the Pope, 
abolythed idolatrye and fuperflicion, receyued goddes * 
worde fo gladly, reformed all thynges accordinj^ye . 
therto fo fpedily, and haue all thinges mofl ncre the 
order of the primitiue churche vniuerfallye? Alas good . 
brethren, as trulye as al is notgolde that glyllereth, fo J 
is it not vertue and honelly, but very vice and hipo- J 
crific, wherof England at this day dothe mode gloiyc. fl 
Wherfore the worde is playne, and the fayinges be I 
terryble, by the whyche at thys tymc God threatencth 1 
to pun.yfhe, to plage, and to deflroy England. It is a 1 
wonderous playne worde to faye that Englande (hall 1 
be deftroyed : and vpon thys worde enfuinge, it fhould I 
be a terrible fight tofe hundred thoulandes of Scottes, 
Frenche menne, Papifts, and Turkes, entryng in on 
euery fyde, to murther, fpoyle, and to deftroye. Thys 
playns worde of a credyble perfon fpoken, w)^h thys 
^terrilile feyng afore our eyes in f^ght [our iyes in pre- 
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^tehce,]woldmakeourecorage tofall, andourehertes to 
lyue in peces, for wofuli forowe, feare, and heauineffe. 
Alas England, G od, whom thou mayefl. beleue for 
his truthe. nathe fayd plavniv thou flialt be deflroyed , 
and all thyne ennemyes, bothe Scots, Frenchmen, 
Papi/les, and Turkes, I do not meane the men in 
whome is fome mercye, but the mofl. cruell vices of 
thefe thy enemyes beynge wythout all pitie, as the 
couetoufenes of Scotland, the pryde of Fraunce, the 
hipocryfy of Rome, and the Idolatrye of the Turkes. 
A hundred thoufande of thefe enemies are landed at 
thy hiuens, haue entred thy fortes, and do precede to 
fpoyle, murther, and vtterly deilroy : and yet for all 
this ihoii wretched Englande beleueft, not gods worde, 
regarded not hys threatringe, callefl, not for mercye, 
ne fearefle not gods vengeaunce. Wherfore God 
beinge true of hys word, and righteous in hys dedes, 
thou Englande whyche wyll haue no mercye, ftialt haue 
vengeaunce, whyche wyhe not be faued, ihalte be de- 
flroyed. For God hath fpoken, and it is wrytten. 
Omneregnuminfedinifum licjolabitury Eueryekyng- 

, dome that is deuyded in it felfe, (hall be defolate, and 
deflroyed. And Salomon fayeth : Becaufe they haue 
hated leamyng and not receiued the fcare of God, de- 
ftruccion commeth fodaynlye : Yea trulye, and bryng- 

I eth Idolaters vnto raifery, and proude men vnto (hame. 

' Y e all bete fele. fee, knowe, and haue expericnce,J hoae 
th at" this Realm e is deuvded m it leiie l>v opynvcmsin 
re lyifvon. hy rebellious fedJcion . yea an d by couetoufe 
ambicion, euerye manne pullynge andTiaiynge towardes 

1 them 1 elites, one from another. 

I It is not onelye diuyded, but alfo rente, tome, and 

plucked cleane in pieces. Yea and euerye couetoufe 

I manne is an Idolater, fettynge that mynd and lone vpon 

I ryches, whyche oughte to be geuen vnto God onely. 

I Euery couetoufe man haleth leamynge, and receyu- 

eth not the feare of God, for the gredy defire that he 
hathe to the lucre of lliys worlde. Euerye couetoufe 
man is proude, ihynkynge hymfelfe more worthy a 
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pounde, then another man a penye, more fitte to haue 
chaunge of fylkes and veluettes, then other to haue 
bare frife cloth, and more conueniente for hym to haue 
aboundaunce of diuerfe dilicates for hys daintye toth, 
then for otlier to haue plenty of biefes and muttons for 
theyr hongry bellyes : and finnally th3.t he is more 
worthye to haue gorgeoufe houfes to take his pl«tfurc 
in, in bankettynge, then iaborynge men to haue poore 
colages to take reft, in, in flepynge. Vndoubtedlye 
God wyll make all thofe to fall wyth (hame, which fet 
them felues vp in pryde fo hygh, that they can not fee 
other men to be chyldren of the fame heauenlye tatber, 
heires of the fame kingdome, and bought wyth tiie 
fame pryce of Chrilles blonde, that they take ihem 
felues to be. That realme, that realme that is full of 
couetQufnes, is full of diuifion, is full of contempt of 
goddes mercye, yea and fclaunder of hys worde, is fiiU 
of Idolatry and is tiill of pryde. Diuifion is a figne of 
defltuccion, contemning of goddes mercye caufethfais 
vengeaunce to come fOdeynly : Idolatrye euer endeth 
in mifery, and pryde neuer efcapeth fiiame. Then if 
you fcle, knowe, and haue experyence, that Englande 
by reafon of couetouthes is fill! of diuifion, is full of 
contempte of goddes mercye, is ftill of Idolatrye, is 
full of pryde, Flatter not your felues in youre owne 
phan[ta]ries, but beleue the word of God, whiche telielh 
you truelye that Englande ihall be dellroyed fodainly, 
miferably, and IhaniefuUye. The fame deftruccion 
was lolde to the Sodomites, was tolde to the Nini- 
uites : was deferued of the Sodomites, and was de- 
feruedof the Niniuites : but camevpon the Sodomites, 
and was tourned from the Niniuytes. And why ? For 
becaufe the Sodomytes regarded not goddes threatcn- 
ynges and were plaged wyth gods vengeaunce, Oie 
Niiriuytes regarded goddes threatnynges, and efcaped 

Now nlj ynir l-'.ni ^lyfhf! msn at the reuerence of God, 
for the tender mercyes ofTeTii Chrift, for the reuerent 
Joue CO yoazQ moll gentle and gracious kynge, for the 
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rde or your cimtry, and for tender p)ty of your 
owne wiues, your children, and your felues, ca ^e go t_ 
Enelande to bee dellroyed w yth gods vengeaunce, as 
was the Cytie of the Sodomites ; but repent, lament and 
amend your hues, as did the good Niniuites. Forifye 
fpedely repent, andmyferably [and pitifully] lamente, and 
beaJharaedofyouivainglory, couetoufnes,andanibicion, 
ye (hal caufe couetous, fedicious, proiide, and vicious 
England, fodenly, iiiiferablye yea and Ihamefully in the 
fyghte and iudgement of the worid, to vanj^ away. 
And fo fmne and abhominacion dellroyed by the re- 
pentaunce of man, this pleafaunte place of EngJande, 
and good people ihall be prefemed and laued by thy 
[the] mercy of God. For els if man wil not forfake his 
fynne, God wyll not fpare to deilroye both the man 
and hys place with his fynne. 

Wherefore the Epyflle by thg p^dpr nnwfq ^ p,l^gn^ ap- 

poynted for thys fourth Sunday after twelfe tyde, is a 

l effon mofl mete to teache you to knowe and lamente 

"y gure greuous Imnes- ol Jate committed, whvctie 

yet be in fuche cafe, that man wythout 

jreate repentaunce cannot fone amende 

them, nor god of hys ryghteoufnes 

nauch longerfuffer them. It is 

written in the beginning 

of the. rKliiiX^hap. of 

Paul to the R om. 

on this wyfc, " 




; be fubiecte vnto tl 
i, for there is no power but of G od, 
'rhofe powers whyclTbe, are ordeyned of 
God. Wlierefore he that refyfleth power, 
refyllcth the ordinaunce oi God, but they 
whyche doo refifle, fliall receyue to themfelues iudge- 
ment. For Rulers are not to be feared for good 
doinges, but for euil. Wouldefl thou not feare the 
power? do that whiche is good, and thou flialt haiic 
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praife of it But if thou do euyll, feare : for he bear^ 
eth not the fweard wythout a caufe, for he is the mini- 
iler of God to auenge in ^Tath, hym that doeth euyl. 

Wherefore ye mufl nedes be fubiecte, not only for 
wrathe, but alfo for confcience fake. For thys do ye 
paye tribute : For they are the minillers of God at- 
tendyng to thys fame thynge. Geue therefore vnto 
euery one dueties : tribute to whome trybute is due, 
cuftome to whome cuflum is due, feare to whom feare 
is due, honoure to whom honoure is due. 

Thus haue ye heard howe that euery one oughte to 
be vnder obedience, and geue vnto other that whych is 
due. ^Howbeit experience declareth howe that here in 
Englande pore men haue been rebels, and ryche men 
haue not done their duetie. Bothe haue done euyll to 
prouoke goddes vengeance, neyther doth repente to 
procure gods mercy e. 

Nowe for the better vnderflandyng of thys matter, 
here in thys t^yt^j fyrfl is tnb^nntpf 
the foule/for as muche as U is tliechiefe parte of man, 
i s taken for <^^^ ^holc ^^r* : as we in oure englyfhe 
tonge, take the bodye beynge the worfe part for the 
whole. As if I faye, euery bodye here, I meane 
euerye man or woman here. So in the fourthe of 
Leuiti. Anima qucepeccauerit^ ipja morietur. ^ The foule 
that fmneth, it Ihall dye : meanyng the man or woman 
that fynneth. And euen fo here Paule by the Ebrue 
phrafe and maner of fpeche, commaundeth euery foule, 
whych is by the engliflie phrafe euery bodye, that is to 
faye, euerye perfon, man, woman, and child to be 
fubiect. As thou art in dede, fo acknowledge thy 
felfe in thine own mynde Hypotafjejlho [v7roTaoror«r^atj, 
yat is to faye, fet or placed vnder the hygher powers, 
yea and that by God. For as there is no power of 
authorithy but of god, fo is there none put in fubieccion 
vnder theym but by God. Thofe powers whiche be 
are ordeyned of God. As is the power of the father 
euer hys chyldren of the hulband ouer hys wyfe, of the 
niafler ouer hys feruauntes, and of the kynge ouer hys 

1 EzeU* JcviU. 4. 
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IfUide and fubiectes: wyth all kynde of magiftrates i 
iheir offices oner their charge. 

Nowe to proue that thefe bee the ordinaunces of God, 
we haue by goddes word bothe in the olde teilamente 
and in the newe, their names rehearfed, theyr offices dyf- 
cribed, and theyr duties [duetie] comnaaunded. Yet 
that* notwythftandynge fome there be that labour by 
wreftynge of the fcripture to pulle them felues from 
vnder due obedience : laiynge that it appeareth in the 
actes of the Apoflles how that they hadde al! thynges 
commen, and therfore none more goodes or ryches, 
power or aucthoritie, then other, but all alyke. 

Truthe it is, that the Apoflles had ail thynges- com en, 
yea and that chriflen men, in that they are chriften 
men rather then couetous men, haue all thynges 
comen, euen vnto thys day. How be it ther can be 
nothyng more contrarye or further difagreyng from that 
phantallical corareennefle, or rather from that diuelyflie 
diforder, and vnrighteoufe robry [robberie], where as 
Idle lubbers myghte lyue of honefte mennes laboiires, 
then to haue all thynges comen as the Apoflles hadde, 
as chriften men haue, and as I do meaoe. And thys 
is theyr vfage, and my meanyn^e : that ryche menne 
Ihoulde kepe to theym felues no more then they nede, 
and geue vnto the poore fo muche as they nede. For 
io Paule wiyteth to the Corinthes. 1 meane not (faythe 
Paull, fpeakynge to the ryche) to haue other fo eafed, 
that yoa therby ihoulde be brought in trouble of nede, 
but after an indii[fe]renc[i]e, that at this tyrae your 
abundauncG, myght helpe their nede. 

And fo dyd die Apoilles take order as appeareth in 
the fourth of the actes. Quotquot habebant agros ct 
poffeffioiies. etc} As many as hadde landes and pofTef- 
fions dyd fell them, and broughte the prices vnto the 
feete of the Apoftles, and diuiiion was made vnto 
euerye one accordinge vnto euerye roannes neede. 
So they whyche myght fpare dydde frelye geue, and 
they whiche hadde nede dyd thankefully recejaie. 

For fo is it[it is] mete, that chriaen mens goodes Ihuld 
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^^^Bibe comen vnto euery mans nede, and pnuate to no msms 

^^^Klulle. And thofe [thefe] comune goodes to bee difpofed 

^^^^Kby liberall geuers, and not fpoyled by gredy catchers. 

^^^B So that euery man may haue accordyng to hys nede 

• fiifficient, and not accordynge to hya fpoyle fo muclie 

as he can catche, no nor accordyng to the value of the 

thyng, euerye man a penye, a grote, or a ftiyllyng. 

For they that Imagyne, couet, or wyfhe to haue all 

thynges comune, in fuche forte that euerye man mj;^! 

take what hym lufle, wolde haue all thynges comen 

and open vnto euerye mans luile, and nothynge re- 

fenied or kept for any mans nede. And they thai 

wolde haue like quantitie of euery thyng to be geuen 

to euerye man, entendyng therby to make all alyke, 

do vtterly dedroy the congregacyoUj the miflicall body<e 

■ ofChryIl,wherasthereniuilnedesbedyuers members in 

diuerfe places, hauynge diuerfe duetyes. For as |_fainct] 

Paul layth : yf all the bodye be an eye, where is diKi 

hearyng ? or yf all be an eare, where is then fmellyng ? 

meanyng therby, that yf all be of one forte, ellate, 

and roume in the comen wealth, how can then d 

duetyes of diuerfe neceffarye offices be done? 

So that the fre herte, and liberall gjfte of the lyche, 

muft make all that he may fpare, comen to releue the 

nede of the poore ; yea yf there be great neceflity^ he 

mull fell both landes and goodes, to maynteynecharide: 

And thus to haue all thinges comen, doth derogate ot 

take away nothynge from the authoritye of rulers. 

But to wyll to haue all thynges comen, in fuche forte 

that idle lubbers {as I fayde) myghte take and waJle 

* the geines of laborers wythout reftraint of authoritie, 

ij or to haue lyke quantitye of euerye thynge to be geuai 

t| to euery man, is vnder a pretence to mende al, puT- 

. I pofely to marre all. For thofe fame men pretendinge to 

Jy V r hate [haue] couetoufnes, wold be as rych as the rycheft: 

■ JT \ and fayinge that they hate pryde, wold be as hygbly 

j^ taken as the beft, and femynge to abhorre enuye, can 

' j not be content[ed] to fc any other rycher or better then 

I they them feluea be. Now [ heare forae faye that 
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thys errour is the fruyte of the fcriptiire in engiyftie. 
No, neyther thys, nor no other erroure commeth be- 
caufe the fcriptUTe is fet fortli in the englyilie tonge, but 
becaufe the rude peoplelackynge the coimfell of learned 
menna to teache theim the trewe ineanynge when they 
reade it, or heare it, mufle nedes folowe theyr owne 
Imaginacion in tafcynge of it And the chiefeft, caufe 
that maketh them to imagine thys abhominable errour, 
that there fiiidd be no ryche menne nor rulers, cum- 
meth becaufe fome ryche men and rulers (marke that I 
faye fome, for all bee not fuche)but I faye fome ryche 
men, and rulers by the abufe of their ryches and auc- 
thoritye, dothe more harme then good vnto the comen 
wealth, and more griefe then confort vnto the people. 
For nowe a dayes ryche menne and rulers do catche, 
purcheffe, and procure vnto them felues great com- 
modities from many men, and do fewe and fraall plea- 
fures vnto any men, 

^ As for example of lyclie men, loke at the mer- 
chauntes of London, and ye (hall fe, when as by their 
honefl. vocacion, and trade of marchandife god hath 
endowed them with great abundaunce of ryches, then 
can they not be content with the profperous weith 
of that vocacion to latiffye theym feiues, and to helpe 
other, but their riches mufle abrode in the countcey 
to bie fermes out of the handes of worfhypfuU gentie- 
raen, honeile yeomen, and pore laboiynge hufbandes. 
Yea nowe alfo to bye perfonages, and benefices, where 
as they do not onelye bye landes and goodes, but alfo 
lyues and foules of men, from God and the comen 
wealth, vnto the deuyl! and theim felues. A inyf- 1 
cheuoufe raarte of merchandrie is this, and yet novve'fo | 
comenly ^ed, that therby (hepeheardes be turned to 
theues, dogges into wolues, and the poore flocke of 
Chrifl, redemed wyth his precious bloud, mode mifer- 
ablyc pylled, and fpoyled, yea cruelly deuoured. Be 
thou marchaunt of the citye, or be thou gentleman in 
the contrey, be thou lawer, be you courtear, or what 
mailer of man foeuer thou be, that cmv tviA, ^ca. "'^ 
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thou be mafler doctor of diuinilie, that wyl not do dfj^ 
duely, it is not lawfull for the to haue perfonagei 
benefice, or any fuclie liuyng, except^' thou do fede iBe '' 
flocke fpiritually wyih goddes worde, and bodelye wytr 
honelle hofpitalitye. 1 wyll touch diuerfe kyndes < 
ryche men and rulers, that ye maye fe what haiOt 
fome of theira do wylh theyr lyches and authoritj^^ 
And efpeciallye I wyll begynne wyth theym that 
bed learned, for they feme belyke to do mode gOT 
wyth ryches and authoritie vnto theim committed. 
I therefore beynge a yonge fimple fcholer myghteo 
fo bolde, I wolde aike an auncient, wyfe, and T 
learned doctor of diuinitie, whych cometh not at 
benefice, whether he were bounde to fede hys floc 
in teachynge of goddes worde, and kepyng hofpitaliB 
or no ? He wold anfwere and faye : fyr my c " 
fupplietli my roume in teachynge, and my farmer ji 
kepj-nge of houfe. Yea but mafler doctor by ya' 
leaue, both thefe more for your vauntage then for ll 
paryihe conforte : and therfore the mo fuche feruauE - 
that ye kepe there, the more harme i 
paryfiie, ajid the more fynne and fhame for you. 
may thynke that I am fumwhat (aucye to laye fyU 
and (hame to a doctor of diuinitie in thys folefi 
audience, for fome of theim vfe to excufe the i 
and faye: Thofe whych I leaue in myne abfencc 6 
farre better then I ftioulde do, yf 1 taryed there n 
felfe. '^ 

Nowe good mailer doctor ye faye the verye tnitllfl^ •m 
and therfore be they more worthye to haue the benfr- j 
fice then you your felfe, and yet neyther of you bot^tt^.^j 
fufficient mete, or able : they for lacke of habilitye, abdM 
you for lacke of good wylt. Good wyll quod ]»^ij 
Naye I wolde wyth all my harte, but I am called W 
ferae the kynge in other places, and to take othef . 
offices in the comen weallhe. Heare then what I 
(hall aunfwere yet once agayne : There is lyuyng«l 1 

nd rewardea due and belongyng t( 

r thofe offyces, and fo oug' 






wyth the lyuyng and reward of that office onelye, and 
take no more, the duetye of the whyche office by your 
labour and diligence ye can difcharge onlye, and do 
no more. And fo Paule wryteth vnto the Corrinth. 
Ia)dnge : The Lord hathe ordeyned that they whyche 
preache the Gofpell, fliulde lyue vpon the Gofpell,^ 
And vnto the T[h]eIlaionians. He that dothe oof 
labour fiiulde not eate.^ 

By thefe testes well fet together, you may conclude 
and leame, that there as you beftowe your labour, there ft 
maye ye lake a lyuynge, and ther as ye beftowe no [I 
labour, there ought ye to take no liuyng. Well let vs ' 
procede further vnto other nowe, for I perceyue that 
all that whidi I haue fpoken againfl them that take 
greate geynes of theyr benefices, and do lytle good to 
theyr benefice, maye feme to be fpoken agaynll the 
vniuerfityes, yea and againfl the kynges mayeflye : 
whyche now by reafon of improperacions haue no lytle 
geynes of benefices, and yet beftowe no great laboure 
nor almes vpon the patylhioners of thofe benefices. 
Surely, for as muche as I fcare the vengeaunce of God 
more yf I ftioulde not fpeake tlie trutlie, then the dif- 
pleafure of man yf he be offended in hearynge of the 
truth, Irulye I wyll tell you. Seyng that impropera- 
doQs beynge fo eiiyll that no man can aJowe theym, 
be nowe fo employed vnto the vniuerfities, yea and 
vnto the yerelye reuenues of the kynges maieflye, that 
fewe dare f|3eake agaynd them, ye maye fe that fome 
men, not onelye by the abufe of ryches and autlioritie, 
but alfo by the abufe of wyfedom and pollicie do much 
haime, andfpecially thof b 1 f m an th abne 
is nowe brought into fuch f h hi y g in 

tiie vniuerfitie, and neceff ry b 1 ev gc to 

the mofle hygh authority Ijk d y elles 

improperacions to be mayn d why h b h be fo 
deuyUylheandalihominabl h yf y h f h ome 
to effecte, it wyll caufe tl f G d tterly 

to deflroy this realme. Do not thynke that I meane 
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any thyng agaynfl that whyche the kynges mayeftye 
by acte of Parliament hathe done : no nor that I wyll 
couer in fcilence, or aiowe by flatterie that whydie 
couetoufe officers (fome as I fiippofe nowe beyng pre- 
fent6) contrarye to goddes lawes, the' ksTiges honour, 
and the comen wealth vfe to do. For in fuppreOinge 
of Abbeyes, Cloyfters, Colleges, and Chauntries, the 
entente of the kynges maieflie that dead is, was, and 
of this our kynge now, is veiye godlye, and the pur- 
pofe or els the pretence of other, wonderoufe goodlyc : 
that therby fuche abundaunce of goodes as was fupcr- 
flicioafly fpente vpon vayne ceremonies, or voluptn- I 
Oufly vpon idle bellies, myght come to the kynges i 
handes to beare hys great charges, neceffarilie be- I 
ftowed in the comen weallhe, or partly vnto other 
mennes handes, for the better releiie of the pore, the 
mayntenaunce of learning, and the fettinge forth of 
goddes worde. Howe be it couetoufe officers haue fo 
vfed thys matter, that euen thofe goodes whyche dyd 
feme to the releue of the poore, the ma)Titenaunce of 
leamyng, and to confortable neceflary hofpitalitie in ye 
comen wealth, be now turned to maynteyne worldly, 
wycked couetoufe ambicion.'' , 

I tell you, at the fyrile the intente was verie ■ 
godly, the pretence wonderoufe goodly, but nowe 
the vfe or rather the abufe and myforder of thefe 
thynges is worldlye, is wycked, is deuilyihe, is ab- 
hominable. 

The kynge maye haue, and wolde to God he hadde 
in hys handes to beflowe better, all that was euell* 
mifpente vpon fuperflicious Ceremonies, and voluptu- 
ous Idle belJyes. 

^ But you whych haue gotten Ihefe goodes into your 
own* handes, to tume them from euyll to worfe, and 
other goodes mo frome good vnto euyl!, be ye fare it 
is euen you that haue offended God, begyled the kynge, 
robbed the ryche, fpoyled the pore, and brought a 
(JBfflen wealth into a c ome n miferye. It is euen yon, 
■* If mull eyther be plaged "wilii g,od& NeT\geajuti« as 
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the Sodoroytes, or amende by lepentaunce as did i 
the Nineuites. Euen you it is that mud eyther make ft^*"'^ 
rellitncion and amendes fpeddy, or elles feJe the 
vengeaunce of God grcuouily. Do not thynke that 
by reltitucion and amendes makyng I meane the 
buyldynge agayne of abbeyes or cioyflers, no I do 
not : For yf charitable almes, honefle hofpitaJitie, and 
necefiary fcholes, for the bryngynge vp of yougth had 
ben indifferently maynteyned and not cleane taken 
away in fome places, I woulde not at this time haue 
fpoken of reilitucion. Howe be it fure I am, that if at* 
the orderinge of thefe thynges there had been in the 
pfficers as much godlines as there was couetonfnes, 
fupeiflicious men had not bene put from their iiuinges 
to their penfions out of thofe houfes, whcr they myght 
haue had fchole maders to haue taught them to be 
good, and for lefle wages: or for the referuacion of 
their penfions, receyued into cures, and perfonages, 
where as they can do no good, and wyll do muche 
harme. Here as concerninge thefe thinges I faye, if 
man do not make refiitucion, God wyll take venge- 
aunce. For the people that by thys meanes conEynue 
in deuelyllie fuperflicion, and begyn vngracious re- 
bellion, do dye, and are damned in their owne fynnes, 
but the bloud of their bodyes and foules (hall be re- 
quired at youre handes. Vea and the abhominable 
errour of thofe that would haue no rulers in authoritie, 
Cometh partelye by your occafion, whyche vnto your 
owne vayne glorye, and pryuate commoditie [priuate 
authoritie], do abufe the power and authoritie ordeyned 
of God to hys glorye, and to the commen wealthe. 
Thus ye perceyue howe that fome ryche menne and 
rulers abiifynge their ryches and authoritie, do make 
fome eyther to iudge that it fhoulde be farre better 
then it is, if there were neythcr riche men nor rulers : 
Howbeit thofe men are farre deceyued. And Paule 
telleth the truth, fayinge diat thofe which be, are 
deyned of God. " 

Then foroe wyll allie thys quedyon : Seyn^e tK^i 
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euyll of God, howe can euyll nilers or officeis bt* 
God? You honelle men thai be here, and dwell 
the countrey, hears this lelTon, and marlte it, and take 
it home ivyth you, for your felues, and your neygh.- 
bour. It is God, Qui Jaa'f hypocrita regiiare propter 
peccata populi. It is God, as the fcripture in the xsxiiu, 
of lob doth teflifye, whych makech an hypocritie to 
be a ruler for the fynnes of the people. Nowc thc' 
people of the countrey vfe to faye, that their geotle- 
raen and officers were neuer fo full of fayre woocdes 

,and euyl! dedes (whych is hypocrify) as they nowe be. 

" For a gentleman wyl faye that he loueth his tenaunt 
as well as hys father dyd, but he kepeth not fo good a 
houfe to make them chere as hys lather dyd, and -px 
he taketh mo fynes, and greater rentes to make them 
neadye, then hys father hadde. 

Another wyll fay that he would bye a Lordlhyppe 
of the kyng, for the loue that he hath to the tenauntes 
thereof, but aflbne as he hathe boughte it, fay takyngc 
of fynes, heyghnyng of rentes, and fellyngaway of corn- 
modi ties, he makeththefame tenantes pay forit Another 
fayth that he would haue an office to do good in hjw 
contrey, but as fone as he hath authoritie to take the 
fee to hym felfe, he fetteth hys feruaunte to do hys 
duetye, and in flede of wages he geueth them autlw)- 
ritie to lyue of pyllage, brybry and extorcion in the 
countrey. 
"• Now you of the countrey. marke your lefTon I faye. 
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th ele euyl men to be gentlemen rulers, 
the bountrey ; it is the linnes of the pfiOple that caufetb 
God to make thefe men youre rulers. The man is fome- 
tymes euyll, but the authoritie from God is alwayes 
good, and God geueth good authoritye vnto euyll 
men, to punyihe the fynnes of the euyU people, It is 
not therefore repynyng,rebellyng, or refiflyng gods ordi- 
nance, that wyll amende euyll rulers. For [faincti Patile 
fayeth, that all powers be of goddes ordinaunce. And 
in lob it is playne, that euyU meime bee made rulers 
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by God : So that who foeuer refyileth the ollycers, be 
the menne neiier fo euyil that be in office, he refiileth 
the ordinaunce of God, he can not preuayle againfle 
God, but furely he (hall be plaged of God. And as 
the people can haue no remedye againfl euyll rulers 
by rebeliyon, fo can the rulers haue no redrefle of re- 
bellious people by oppreflyon. Example of bolhe we 
haue in the thyrd booke of Kynges, where as it ap- 
peareth that Roboam leauyng good counfell to vfe the 
people wyth gendenes and folowyng euyll counfell to 
kepe them vnder by extremytye, dyd fo exafperaie and 
ftyrre vp the hertes of the people againfl him beyng 
their kyng, tliat ten partes of them dyd by fedicious 
rebellion, burfte oute from hym, and were neuer after 
fubiecte vnto hym, nor to none of his pofleritie. And 
thofe rebellious people by leroboam whom they them 
' fellies chofe to be their kynge, or rather the captayne 
of theyr rebeliyon, were brought into farre worfe cafe 
and mote myferye then euer they were afore, com- 
pelled to forfake God, and to vfe Idolatrye, and were 
cuer after plaged wyth fodeyne deathe, honger, dearthe,* 
warres, captyuytie, and all kynde of myferye. 

Learne therefore ye people if ye inforce to eafe your 
fellies, wheras ye imagine that ye be euyll entreated of 
men, be ye fure that ye ihall fele in deede that ye (hall 
be more greuouflye afflyctedby ihe ordynaunce of God. 
And learne ye rulers if ye intende by onely fuppref- 
fion to kepe vnder rebellion, be ye fure if ye thrufle 
it downe in one place it wyll brafle out wyth more 
vyolence and greater daunger in ten other places, to 
the further dyfquietynge of you beynge rulars, and 
to the vtter deilruccyon of all youre people beynge 
rebelles. 

Heare ye people what God fayeth by thofe people 
that wyll not be in fubieccion, becaufe they ihynke the 
men to be euyl whiche be in authoritye. Yea harke 
what the Lord fayeth as concernynge the proude, am- 
bycyoufe, and vncyrcumcyfed Kynge Nabugodonozer 
whyche was an euyll manne in dede, in ths twe.'aus. 
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and feuen Chapter of Hieremye, Geiis d r^gnum. rf 

Tb.tt people and realrae that doth not Terue Nabu— 
godonezer ye kinge of Babi]oo, and whofoeuer puttefl* 
not his necke vnder the yocke of Nabugodooaer the 
kynge of Babilon, I (fayeth the Locde) wyl vifet vpoa 
tha.t people in fweard, honger, and in pellylence. And 
in the xivii. of the lame Prophete. Catenas ligneas eotiiri- 
uifli,ef fades pro eis\eatenas\ferreas? Thou haft broken 
the fetters of wood, and llialt make for them fetters of ' 
yron. By the wfaiche he declareih yat as apryfoner in 
yekepynge of a ga)ler,if he breake his fetters of wood, 
(hall not therefore by the gayler be fet at lybertye, but 
rather cheyned wylh more (Ironge fetters of yron : Euen 
fo, people beynge in the kepyng of God, if they by re- 
bellyon breake their yocke of fubieccion, whydi they 
nowe haue, (hall not therfore by God be putte at libertie, 
but rather be thmfte into a more ftraite, greuous, and 
(Ironger yocke, where they fhali be fure neuer to hMic 
libertie nor eafe, 
'^ Whetfore ye people, if ye fele your burden is heauye, J 
I and your yocke greuoofe, pacyenlly fuffer, and call vnto ■ 
I the I.orde: for then he wyll heare thee, and he wyl re- 1 
I lieue thee, and he wyll delyuer thee. ■ 

*- And you rulers, becaufe ye knowe that the people ' 
oughte not to foriake or refufe what burden or yoke 
ft) euer ye charge them wyth all, fee tliat ye charge 
them widi no more then they maye beare and fuffer. 
For if they cry vnto you for reliefe and eafemente, and * 
you wyll not regarde theyr forowes, but imagynynge 
I that they be to wealthy, ye wyll encreafe their miferye, 

and decay their weal the, as Pharao, and Roboam dyd: 
I Well then, if the examples of Pharao and Roboam wyll 

not fuffyce you, marcke what God, by the prophet 
^^^^ Ezechi. layth (I pray you) in the. xxxiiii. of Ezechiel, 
^^^^ Audik pajtores. 6r-c.^ Do not thynke that for becaufe 
^^^H pallors be named there, yat therfore it is al f^<oken 
^^^H.onely vnto the clat^e, but for afmiiche as all officers 
^^^H aad rulers oitght rather to be fedets then fpoilers, it is 
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<^ofcenvntoyouofficers,whiclidoaot-enterinbyyedoTe 
ofloiie,aslhefhephearde to feede, but clime oueranother 
awaye [an otlier waie] thorowe couetoufiies as a thiefe, 
to robbe and fpoyle the flocke of Chriil in your office. 
Here what the Lorde fayeth vntoyou officers yatfede 
youre felues by feking of gaines, and not your flocke 
by doing your dutie. Thus fayth the Lord; I myfelfe 
wyl vp on thefe pallors, and I wil require my ffiepe at 
their handes, and wyll make them to ceafe from fedyng 
of my flocke, yea the pailora flial fede them felues no 
more, for I wyll delyuer my flocke out of their handes, 
and they fliall be no longer a praye for them to fede 
' vpon. Vndoubtedly if ye fhuld entende by your autho- 
rity rather your felues to liue in note, then to kepe ye 
people in quietnes, your rulynge fliuide not longe con- 
tinue. Surely iher is none other remedy for ryciie or 
poore, high or low, gentleman or yeoman, to helpe to 
amende the difquietnes in thys realme, but to puUe 
and rote that* out of youre hertes, which is roted in 
euery one of your hertes, the rote of all euyll, whyche 
is couetoutnes. ''For euen you hufbandmen whydit" 
crye out vpon the couetoufnes of gentlemen and 
officers, it is euen couetoufnes in you, yat caufeth, 
and ingendreth couetoufnes in them. For, for to get 
yonr neyghbours ferme, ye wyll offer and difire them 
to take bribes, fynes, and rentes more then they loke 
for, or then you your felues be wel able to pay. ' It 
is a wonderous thing to fe gentlemen take fo great 
rentes, fynes, and ingreffaunce for couetoufnes to ad- 
naunce theyr owne landes : Howebeit it is a farre more 
wonderfull thyng to fee hufbande men offer and geue 
fo greate fynes, rentes, incomes, yea and bribes for 
couetoufnes to gette other mennes fennes. It femeth 
to come of great couetoufnes for riche men, to make 
(Irayte lawes to faue their owne goodes : Howebeit * 
is in deede a farre more couetoufnes for poore men t, 
rebellion to robbe, and fpoile other mens goodes. And 
this dare I faye, takyng all you to beare recorde, 
the forefl lawes that euer any tyiavii^t 'giaii& \a 
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bellyon in England contynuynge but a fewe monethes, 
hath caufed : fay the which ye may learne that al- 
thoughe lawers be comenly called mod couetous, yet 
compare them with rebels, and as pickinge theft, is 
leffe then murtheryng robrye [robberie"| : fo is the couet- 
oufnes of gredy lawers which begylecraftely.farleffe then 
thecouetoufnesofrebelles, whychfpoylecruelly. I-ette 
vs therefore euerye one acknoweledgynge our owne 
fitutes, where as moll euyll fpryngeth, there laboure 
fyrfte wyth mode diligence to plucke vp the roote of 
that euil, whyche is couetoulfaes : that God ingraftynge 
grace in vs, maye geue occafyon vnCo oure Rulars 
rather to bee occupyed in rewardj-nge of vertue, then 
in punyftieyng of vyce : Yea that God be not pro- 
uoked by oiir finnes to fende euyll rulers to punyffle 
euyll men, but rather moued by oure repenlaunce, to 
preferue thefe good rulers whiche be fente alreadye 
to the greate comfort of all good men : efpecially tiie 
kinges rnaiefty, whofe godlynes, vertue, and grace, is 
Jyke to make this realme to fioryflie, if oure fynnes do 
not caufe God to thinke our realme vnworthy to en- 
.ioye the treafure of fo precyous a lewelL Manye 
other noble men therebe as I trufte, fome that I do 
certaynlye knowe, whofe tender heartes do muche 
lamente youre griefes, and whofe godlye pronition 
wyll be muche vnto youre comforte, if your vnpaciente 
ftubbumes do not difapoynte their good purpofe. If 
euer at any tyme God did fend vnto any afHycted 
-people releyfe, comforte, and profperytye, it came 
alwayes by good rulers, at fuch tyme as the people 
beeynge in afflyccyon, dyd humble them felues in 
pacyence, and cryed vnto the Lorde wyth prayer, as 
is apparente in the houndreth and feuen Pfalme- 
Clamauerunf ad dominum cum trihularetitur, et di tu- 
eeffitatibus eoriim Hberauit eos} When they were in 
'rouble they called vnto thee [the"\ Lorde, and he de- 
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i them forth of their troubloufefome gryefes. 

And in the bookes of the itidges and of the kytiges, ye 
tnaye reade how thai God, to delyuer his people forth 
of miferye, and to profper them in weahh, dyd reyfe 
vp good rulers as Gedeon, Barac, lepthe, SampfoQ, 
Dauid, Samuel, and fuche other.- And wythoute 
doubte euen at this time here in England, God 
hathe rayfed vp a gracyous kynge, and fome fuche 
noble men as be neyther cruell nor couetous. ]f 
ther be therfore in vs pacience, humility, ihankful- 
nes, and prayer, furelye we (hall foone feele reiyefe, 
^nforte and profperitie.' 

'^ Thei therfore yat as yet feele them felues greued, 
let them cal vnto ye lord, lokinge for his helpe in 
patiente fuffering, not prouoking Ms vengeaunce by 
TDgracious rebellinge agaynde hys officers, vnhappye 
refifting hys ordinaunce : vnhappy reQflyng may 1 well 
call it, for vnhappye are all they that vfe it, purchafing 
thereby to _them felues iudgement, vengeaunce, and 
damnacyon. howe vnhappye haue they been htre 
in England, whiche haue not quietlye fuffered a con- 
fortable reformacion of their greatefl griefes and 
harmes, to procede from god to them by his ordi- 
naunce, but vnpacientlye grudginge haue offended 
god, difquieted this realm, and vndone them felues, 
by refyflynge goddes ordynaunce. For th e greatel l 
g riefe that hathe been vnto the people in thys realma. 

the whyche the powers ordeyiieii of GOD for that 
purpofe, m ade iin" a<:te tif'pSrlyamente, fo rbJ ddyngg 
t Miyeman tO encioie vnto Jivs nryuate vi'e. tnat. whvche 
oT yiongTrffie had b^np t;;kfn. anri yl'efl ns rommnnr 
And afterward es, the fame powers dyd leHflfe torthe 
proclamacions, wamynge theym whyche contrarye to 
thys acte of parliament had inclofed groundes, offend- 
yngc the people, that they accordynge to thefe Pro- 
damacions (houlde laye the fame inclofed landes 
abroade agayne, to fatyfiye the acte of parliamente, 
and to releue the people. And for becaufe tie^jtlvM <it 
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thefe wayes toke eEfecte, there was immedia^ 

commiffions dyrected to put fuche men in autboiyty, 
as could eafelye, and woulde gladly, and were piir- 
pofed fpedely to haue layed vnlawfuil ioclofed laodes 
^brode agayne, in fuch quiet forte as (lioulde haue 
;ne moll to the kj-nges honour, to yc wealth of thys 
^realme, and to the greateil comforte of tliofe whychc 
were moil greued. Now howe the people dyd take 
or rather how they dyd refylle and wylhfland thys, ye 
know. 

And I (hall rehearfe whan as I haue telled you of 
one .other thyn^ whyche beynge of longer contyniiaBce 
in Englande, h ath done t erre mor e harm e. and yet the 
gryef therof fer felle, yea notnynge at al! felt. For the 
deadely wound therof dyd brynge the people paft all 
felynge of gryefe. And the venomous poylen broughte 
the people in fuche a Maze, that they dyd not fele and 
perceyue them felues to be in moA. horrybie myfeiable 
wretchednes, whan as th e worde of GOD , the breaxle 
■ of lyfe, the fauyng healtlT in Chrifl lefu, was taken 
a way, and i n a ilraun g je language flm t. and clofed vp 
from theytn, io that they wythout telyng were led fiom 
God by mannes tradicions vnto va yne ceremonis, t o 
be mofl venemoufly poyfoned wyth ilyu elilhe lupertti- 
cion. Therefore whan as the mercymll gooonea oi 
God beholdyng the miferies of the people, by tiie 
prouydence of the kynges maieflye, and his counfell, 
puTpofely ordeined of God to conforte, healpe, and 
amend the people of thys realme, by the reftotyng of 
gpddes worde, and fettynge it playnelye forthe in the 
Englylh long, with the ryght vfe and dew adminiftra- 
cion of fiys facramentes to be imprynted, and con- 
fyrmed in our hartes: Whan as I faye, by thefe 
gracyous meaues, and godlye order, God hym fclfe 
dyd offer vnto the people, relyefe, comforte, and prof 
peritye : Then the vngodlye, vngracious and vnh^pye 
people, beynge raoofle vnkynde, where as they (hodde 
haue bene mooflc thankefuli, dyftruaed GOD, dyfpifed 
ordinaunce, and prefumed of theyr owne wylftdnes 




in t\lt S^rDUOcd in fouled. 41 

fo fene as they coulde or myghte, to wythftaud the or- 
dynaunce of God, refufed the grace of God, and pro- 
cured to theym felues the vengeaunce of God. Wher- 
fore we hauynge thys terrible example in freih memorye, 
and feynge a gracyous Kyn^, and Godly rulars or- 
deyned of GOD, to amende oure gryefes, althoughe 
all that cannot be amended in one day, whyche hath 
bene appayryng manye yeres, yet let vs pacientlye 
fiiffer for a tyme, not doubtynge but that that reliefe, 
comforte, and wealth, whyche God hathe promyfed 
vnto Englande by hys word, offered of hys goodnes, 
and begon by his ordinaunce, Ihalbe brought vntb 
palfe, by hys wyfdome and niyghte : in fuche wyfe as 
Ihall be mode for hys glorye, the kynges honoure, the 
wealth of the realme, and moll to the conforte of 
theym that moofle pacyentlye in hope, tniHe to [in] 
goddes goodnes. Thefeexampleshaue I rehearfed to 
teach you as it were by experience, howe true this faying 
of [faincle] Paul is : Tiiey whyche wythflande or refyile 
the powers ordeyned of God, receyiie vnto diem felues 
ludgemente : whyche is vengeaunce, and damuacion. 
Let vs therfore amend our lyaes, and be good men, 
and we fliall not nede to hate and feare, but haue 
greate occafion to loue, and trude thofe whyche be nowe 
our chyefe rulars. For they be as [S.] Paule (ayeth, 
made rulars, not to put theyra in feare that do good, 
but theym whyche do euyll : fo that none nedeth to 
feare thefe rulers, but euell doers. Whyche in euyll 
doynge haue deferued of the rulers to be punyihed, 
and in refyflynge theyr power ordeyned of GOD, do 
haflen, and aggrauate towardes theym felues, the fore 
vengeaunce of GOD. It foloweth : Wouldefl thou be 
wythout feare of power, do that whyche is good, and 
thou Ihalte haue prayfe of it : for he is the mynyiler 
of God to do the[e] good, but yf thou do euyJ, feare. 
For he beareth not the fwearde wythout a caufe, but 
is the mynifler of GOD to aduenge in wrath hym that 
doeth euyll. 

All thefe wordes [fainct] Peter concludelhb'qe.feVH>i\a. 



w 

I thef. 



9 £tiinan maHe 




tbefecond of hys fyril Epiille. fayingthat thofet^ 
rale and authorytye, be fenle W nndtctam malorftm, 
taudan vera bonoriim} That is to iaye : to take ven- 
geaunce of euell doers, and to commende the good. 

Whofoeuer thou arte therefore and of whatfbeuei J 
degree or forte thou bee, yf thou bee a Subiecte thoo 1 
mufte remember, and confyder howe that powers be | 
ordayned of God for the, yf thou be euyll to make the 1 
good by dewe correccyon : yf thou be good to make 1 
the[e] better, by the encoragemente of commeDdat^oD, J 
prayfc, and ma)Titeiiaunce. Lo oje therefore all yo n ^ 
th at hiiiip pnwpr. and authorytye of GOD, that ye vfe 
it; as ye are commaunded byUorlj to correcte and 
puhyihe the euyll doer, a:id to encorage, rewarde, :md 

I mayntaine the good. 

^^1 ^ Se that for fo ferre as your power extendeth, there J 
^^H be no euyll vnpunyfhed, nor no good vnrewarded. I 
^^H Butharckealytle, and I (hal tell you of an ab[h]omyD:' I 
^H^ able robbery done in the Citye, knowen to the o~ 

of the city, and as yet not punyfhed, but rather ma)'!!- i 
tayned in die city. There is a greate fumme of monye I 
fenle from an honorable Lord by hys feruaunte vntd -f 
thofe whome he is indetted vnto in the citye. The ' 
officers knowynge that they to whom thys monye is 
fente haue great nede of it, knowe alfo in what places, 
at what tymes thefe vnthryftye feruauntes by whome it 
is fente, at gamnynge, banckettyng, and riot, do fpende 
it If thys be an euell dede, why is it not punned? 
Bycaufe it is not knowen fome faye. But whyther they 

Imeane that it is not knowen to be done, or not know^ 
to be euyll I doubte. And therefore here now wyll I 
make it openlye knowen boeth to be done, and alfo 
to be euell done, and worfe fufFered. But doeth not 
manye of you knowe ? fure 1 am that all you that be 
officers- oughte to know that all that ryches and trea- 
fures whyche rych men, and rufflers, wade at gredye 
gamning, glotonous bancketting, and fuche riote, is 
not theyr owne, but fente by theym from the honor- 
'hle Lord of Jieauen, vnto olWei that be honeft, pore, 
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and nedye : vnto whome God by hys promyfe is in- 
detied. Ye knowe, that Domini eft terra et plmitudo 
eius> The yearthe is the Lordes, and the plenty 
therof. So that no man hath any thyng of hys owne : 
But hath receyued all of the Lorde. For, Quid habes 
quod non ampijti ?^ What hafte thou that thou haft 
not receyued : Yea thou as a feruaunte hafte re- 
ceyued of thy Lord, whych gyueth vnto hys fer- 
uauntes the Talemes of hys treafures. And to kuowe 
for what purpofe he gyueth theym vnto you, reade 
Efaye,thexviii[.lviij.]. Frangeefurieiitipanemtuum.ac? 
Ereacke thy breade vnto the hungrye, and the nedye : 
and the wanderyng leade into thy houfe : whan thou 
feeft one naked cloth hym, and do not dylpyfe thyne 
owne flefhe. Heare you feruauntes of the Lorde, 
whyche haue receyued the treafures of the lord, vnto 
whom the lorde by you hath fente them : vnto the 
houngrye, the nedye, the naked, and thofe that be of 
tiie fame flelhe and blonde that you youre felues be. 
VNowe you ofFycers knowynge that greate ryches, and 
treafures fente from the honorable lord of heauen, 
vnto his welbeloned people, the nedy members of 
Chrifles bodye, by thefe vnthriftye feruauntes is fpente 
at gamnynge, and riote, within your offyces, ye mufle 
nedes knowe that an euyil dede is done. Let vs 
therfore I praye you, knowe howe it is punyftied. 
Peraduenture ye wyll laye : ther is no lawe in Eng- 
land that appoynteth any punyihmente for gamners. 
If therefore euyll dedes maye be done in Englande 
wythout feare, than is the fweard of authoritye borne 
in Englande, wythout a caufe. But I wyll tell the 
that art an offycer in England or in what Chryflen 
lande fo euer it be: whereas there is no certayne 
punyfhment for any euyl dede by mans law, there the 
ofFycer may and ought to vfe any kind of punifhment 
to amende or reilreyne the euyll doer, by goddes 
lawe. But without double yf thofe fame men fliould 
fpende in the fame forte of ryot, fo great treafures 
fente from the Kynges Maieftye vnto the Mdera\ejKaK. 
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of thys Cytyc there flioiilde be punyVbinente, correc- 
.<yon, and reatnedye founde for theym quyckelyX 

And of very confeierce is not god as much to be 
feared as the kynge, and the poore, and nedye as well 
be pytied and prouyded for as the rych and 
wealthy ? 

Well, gamners, ryotters, and all euell doers, yf they 
do not repente, fiialbe damned in theyr owne fynnes: 
but the bloude of theyr foules (halbe requyred at the 
handes of the cfycers, whyche by feare (houlde haue 
caufed theimto le »ue fynnei."* Yea but what (hall me [we] 
than fayc by vfurye, whyche is nowe made fo laiaefiill 
that an otTycer yf he would, can not punyfh, to make 
men to leaue it? As concemynge thys matter we 
haue playne com maun demente in the fiftene of Deutro 
[nomie]. Andin thefyfteof Math. Tolendtohymtiiat 
nedeth, and wold borowe. And in the fyxte of Luke ■ 
it is playne. Date muluo, nihil inde fperanies?- Lendt ■ 
feyeth Chrifte, trufling to haue no gayn iherby, HcM 
we haue two com maun dementes, the one is to lende, 
and Ihe other not to lende for lukar [lucre] : nowe he 
that breaketh goddes commaundement muILnedes go to 
the deuyll. So that in breakynge thefe two comraaunde- 
mentes, here is two wayes for you ryche men to go to 
the dyuyll : Eyther in lendynge for Inker [lucre], oi 
els in not lendynge anye tiiynge at all. Manyc of 
you there be, that whofoeuer fayeth nay, wyll nedes 
the one of thefe two wayes. For yf mans lawe do 
(lop vp vfur}'e, fo yat by lendyng thou canfl haue no , 
gaynes, than wylte thou the other waye apace, and 
lend nothyng at all. So llialte thou be fuer to come 
ther away to the deuyll. For than (hall no man in no 
cafe haue anye vfe of thy goods. Therefore neyther 
the lawe, nor the officer in fiifferynge a lytle vfuiyti 
and commatindinge none, doth mayntayne or allow 
vfurye. Butforbecaufeyou[thoti] beyngeanvfurerwyhe 
nedes to the dyuell, they fuffer the to goo fuch awayc 
as fome commodytye myght come to other by fome 
vfe of thy goodes, rather tlian by (loppynge vp thai 
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waye, to dryue the tliere awayc as no man coulde haue 
any vfe of anye of thy goodes. For where as God 
conunaundetJi, and thy nedy neyghbour defyreth the 
to lende, and thou neyther at the leuerence of God, 
DOT for pitye of thy neyghboure wylte lende of loue 
frelye : but conttarye to goddes commaundemente 
wyth out pytye of the poore, thou wylte not flycke to 
lende for gredyneffe of Juker couetouflye : thy owne 
dedes dediire the to be fo voyde of all godly charity, 
and fo ful of diuilylh couetoufnes, that thou art fer pafl 
all mans cure, and helpe, either by law or puni/hmente. 
So wyl I leue the, and fpeake of thofe that myght, and 
oughie to be healed by men beynge in authorytye, and 
yet wyll not. 

For ther be fum fuche ioyly felowes that they wylbe 
fiibiect to no powers, which by fear myght caufe them 
to forbeare theyr vayne pleafures in eud : vnto thofe 
iiow confequentlye doth [faincte] Paule fpeake, fayinge : 
ye muil nedes be fubiecte, not onely for wrathe, but alfo 
for confcience fake. If ye be fuclie ioyiy felowes that 
ye feare not the wrath e or dyfpieafure of officers, whan 
as ye do euyll, yet grope yoiu'e owne confcience, that 
ye may fele what a greuous fynne it is to wythilande 
the powers ordayned of GOD to minifter dewe correc- 
cyon vnto euyll doers. For not onely thy confcyence, 
but alfo thyne owne deede in that thou doefle paye 
tribute for thys thynge, ihall tellifye agajTift the : that 
tiiou knowefl iheym to be the myniflers of GOD, at- 
teadynge to thys fame thynge, to thys bryngynge euell 
doers in feare. It is therefore a matter of confcience 
for the[e] fo to withflande the powers ordayned of God, 
that thei take no place in the, but that thou wylt do 
euell wythout feare, and maintaine that whych is euell 
done, by worfe prefumpcion. I do not faye that what- 
foeuer the magyllrates commaunde is a matter of con- 
fcience, but what foener is euell, is a matter of con- 
fcyence. And to refyile ryghte by myghte, fo that 
thou wylte not be fnbiecte in humylitye, vnto thofe 
powers whyche God by hys righte hath fet ouct thete\vQ. 
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ithoritye is a greate euell, and therefore a greate ' 
matter of confcieuce. Manye examples we haue 
whyche docth proue that euerye commaundement of | 
magiftrates be not matters in confcience, and yet 
eueiy rtfiiling or rebelling againft dicit autority is a 
matter in confcience. The lewes had a cuftume 
confirmed by their elders whiche were magillrates, 
that no man (hould eate wylh vnwalhen handes ; 
Chrifte lefu leafte thys cudome, brake Ihys tradicion 
wythout any grudge of confcience. 

Dauid knowynge Saule the kyng to be a wycked 
man and hys deadly enemy, and hauyog Saule in a 
denne, where as if he would, he myghte haue kylled 
hyra : this Dauid hadde a good confcience not to 
touche the lordes anointed, to fuffer Saule to be 
kynge and to fubmitte hym felfe. Daniel was com- 
maunded not to praye to God : the ApoJlles were 
comraaunded not to preache gods worde. Thefe dyd 
not rebell againft the higher powers, no nor yet for 
confcience obey men, but rather they obeyed God. 
For Daniell did praye, and the Apoftles dyd preache. 
So ryfe not, rebell not, refifte not, what foeuer the 
lulers them felues do : And be ye not fo fcrupulous 
as to thynke the bond in confcience vnto euerye 
thing that a man beyng a ruler commaundeth the to 
do it efpeciallye, if God commaund the contrary. 
Nowe it foloweth, geue vnto euerye one that which 
19 due : Euery dulye belonging to euery body, can not 
here be declared, no nor at this tyme rehearfed, I 
wyll therefore fpeake briefely of one thynge whych 
(hail be a general! example for all duties. Pau. L vnto 
the Cor. xi. Vnus panis vnum corpus viulti fumus :^ 
One bred fayeth he one body we are that be many : by 
the whiche he declareth that as of diuers comes of 
wheats by the liquor of water knoden into dough is 
made one loafe of breade : fo we being diuerfe men, 
by loue and charitie, whyche is the liquor of lyfe, 
ioyned into one congregacion, be made as dyuers 
ibers of one mifticall body of Chrifte, where by I 
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&y, as by one example in the llede of many, leame 
that the more gorgeous you youre felues bee in 
filkesand veluettes, the more fliame is it for you 
to fee other poore and neatly, beyng members of 
the fame bodye, in ragges and clothe, yea bare and 
naked. 

Doefl thou not thynke them to be members of the 
fame bodye that thou ajte? Then arte not thou a 
member of Chrifte, then arte not thou a chylde of 
God, then art not thou a chriften roan. One member 
oughte as well to be prouided for, as a nother : I do 
not fay that one oughte to haue as coflely prouifion 

But as there be dyuers members in dyuers places, 
hauyng dyuers duties, fo to haue dyuers prouifion in 
feedyng and clothyng. 

And as they be all in one body, fo none to be with- 
out that feedynge and clothyng, whych for that part of 
the bodye is meete and neceflarye. Euen as ye do 
prouide indifferently e for euery parte of youre natural! 
bodye, by reafon of the which, ye are bounde, and 
fubiecte to corruption : So let no parte or member of 
your Chriften bodye be vnprouyded for: By reafon 
of the whyche bodye, ye beheyres of the heauenlykyng- 
dome. And this one exanJple generallyflial] teacheyou 
to gyue that whych is due vnto euery one feuerally. Nowe 
herefolowetheuen.iiii.[fowerlwordes:Tribute,cullume, 
fere, honor. Of thefe. itiL [fower] wordes wil I con- 
clude almoft in iiii. [fower] wordes. Ye mull gyue 
trybute, to whome trybute is due : cudome, to whome 
cuflome is due : feare, to whome feare is due : honour, 
to whome honoure is due. Vnder trybute be con- 
temed taxes, fiftenth, fubfides, and fuche as be payed 
at fometymes to the Rulers, and be not continuall. 
Cuftomes be tythes, toUes, rentes, and fuch as the 
people paye vnto the officers continually. For pay- 
inge of trybute befydes thys commaundemente of 
Paule, we haue example of Chrilles mother, whych 
beyng at the houre of her traueU went out of Game 
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vnto Bethlem, a toune in lewiy, there t^ 
and pay irybute vnto Cefar. 

As concern yng ctiflome, Chrift h>-mfelfe com- 
maunded Peter to pay for them both, lell that ihey 
(halde offend : that is, left that they, in not paying, 
(huld gene euyll example vnto the people. So Chrif- 
ten men muil nedes paye both trybute and cuftome. 
What trybute and cuilome good men may take, it ap- 
pereth in that that goeth afore ; furelye euen fo mudie 
and no more as (hall fufficientlye difcharge their codes, 
neceffaryly beflowed in correctynge of euytl, and re- 
wardyng good. Marke that I fey they may or oughte 
to take no more : for here I tell them their duty. For 
truly if they do requyre more of you that be their fub- 
iectes, then is it yoiire duty to pay that whiche they 
afke, and not to be curyous to know for what caufe 1 
it is aAced, but this onlye to lake hede that with due I 
reuereoce ye pay it, as Paule commaundeth, and «s | 
Chrifte and hys mother haue geuen you examjde. 1 
Feare and honoure belonge chieflye, yea in a manner 
onely vTito God. For God onely for hym felfe is to 
be feared and honoured. 

All other for gods caufe, are fo to be feared and 
honoured : as that feare and honoure which is geuen 
vnto them, may procede and come finally vnto God 
For, doininum deum laum adorabis et ilium folum eeks} 
Thou Ihalte honoure the Lorde tliy God, and hym 
only (halt thou reuerentlye ferue. As for the Deuyll, 
feare hym not, for he wyll doo no leffe harme vnto 
thee then he canne : he canne do no more then God 
wyll [uffet hym. Feare iherfore lefte that thou of- J 
fende God, and he fufferre the Deuyll to vtter hp ] 
malyce, and myfchyefe towardes thee. J 

That feare, honoure, or feruice wliyche accordynge ] 
to goddes commaundemente is done vnto thofe per- 
fonnes whom God hath authoryfed to receyue it in hp 

.me, is done vnto God. 

As that money whych by thy commaundemente is 
payds to tby feruaunt in thy name, is paid vnto lhe[e]. 
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Therefore Chrifte nilynge in magidrates by authcrytye, 
and beynge houngrye and coulde in the poore by pytye, 
doetb commaunde vs to geue, and promyfeth that he 
hym, feire wyll receyue and rewarde that honoure of 
reuerence, feruyce and obedyence doone to the hygher 
powers, as to hya ordinaucce in the common wealth : 
andalfothat lionour of chad table aim es [aImose],Telyefe, 
and conforte, whych is bellowed vpon the poore and 
neady, as vpon the lyuely members of his owne body. 
As for that whych wythoiit goddes commaun dement, 
of mans phantafticallimagiuacion is doone vnto Images, 
muft. nedes be hj^he dyfhonoure, and greuotis difpiea- 
fQre vnto God, when as the lyuely ymage of God 
created wyth hys owne hande in flethe and bloud, 
doth honor, reuerence, and homage vnto a dead pic- 
ture of man, grauen in flocke or (lone, wyth a worke- 
mans looles. 

God is alfo honoured in all hys creatures, when as 
they be taken wyth thankes, and vfed as he hath com- 
maunded: and therfore, when as they be vnthankfully 
taken, or wyckedly abufed, then is he dilhonoured, 
and difpleafed. 

Nowe, heare a fhort conclufion. Qui ex deo eft, uer- 
bum del aSTftt. — lie lliaL 14 ol tlod, heareth the worde 
of God All you I faye that be Chriften men, Gods 
cJiyldren, and indued wyth Goddes fpiryte, wyll heare 
the worde of Gods threatenyng, and featyng his venge- 
aunce, repent, wyll heare the woorde of gods com- 
maundement, and folowyng his counfels amende 
youre lyues, wyl heare the worde of Gods promyfe, 
and paciently fufferynge, trull to hys goodnes. As 
for you that wyll not heare and rcgarde goddes worde, 
ye declare your felues not to be of God. But for be- 
caufe ye haue the deuyl to your father, ye wyll fulfyU 
the lufles and Hefyres of the Deuyll, whyche is your 
father. And the lufle and defire of the Deuyll is, to 
hynder the worcke and pleafure of God : and thys is 
the worke and wyll of God, that we fliould repofe 
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I cure faythe and trulle in Chrifle lefu, and befloiK ' 

laboure and diligence in our owne vocacyon. 

'herefore the deuyll poyfonynge all hys wyth 
greadye couetoufenes, wyll caule them euer to trad 
to their owne prouifion, and neuer to be content wyth 
their owne vocacion, but beynge called of God to be 
marchaunt, gentleman, lawer, or courtear, yet to he 
readye at a becke of their father the deuyl, befydes 
this their godly vocacion, deuyllyihelye to proule for, 
feke, and purchafe farmes, perfonages, and benefices, 
to difcourage houfbandemenne from tyllynge of the 
grounde, and minillers from preacbynge of Goddes 
woorde : that therby maye come a greuoufe honger, 
dearth, and lacke both of naturall fubflaunce for the 
bodye, and alfo of heauenly foode for the foule > And 
then thofe in the countrey that be not gods chyldren, 
but deuyllylhe vipers, will hyffe, whifper, and fwell 
wyth venemous prefiimpcion, and their fling of re- 
bellion to deftroy both them felues, and al the contry. 
liut they of ye cuntry or els wher, that be the chyldren 
^^ of God in dede, knowynge couetous riche men and 

■'^Pi. officers to be fparpled abrod in the cmiCry as the 

^ fcourges of god, to beat them for their fynnes, lyke 
gentle cfcyldren, wyl acknowledge their owne fautes, 
and paciently fufiryng correccion, pitifullye crye vnto 
their heauenly father for mercy, forgeuenefTe, and con- 
forte. So all you in England, that haue any godly 
knowledge, grace, and chaiitie, wyll fay with the pro- 
phet Dauid : Virga lua, et baculus tuus, ipfa me cbh- 
fola/a futtl -.^ Thy rod, O Lorde and thy flaffe, they it 
be whyche haue conforted me. Thy rodde of correc- 
cion, whych is thefe couetous ryche men, and officers, 
and thy flaffe of conforte, whyche is the kynges maiel- 
tie, whom thou hafl endowed wyth a gracious gentle 
, nature, godly educacion, wonderful wyt, and great 
leamyng : yea, and thofe noble men whom thou hafl. 
called from their vayne plcfures, to take great paynes, 

^^_ of a reuerent loue towardes the kyng, and of a chaii- 



table pitie towardes vs, to beflowe their landes and 
goodes, tyme, and ftudye, and all that euer they haue, 
to profper the Kynge, to prouide for hys realme, and 
to cherifti vs his people therof. Thus thy rodde of 
correccion, Lorde, hath taught vs to be fubiecte in 
hiimilitie vnto all hygher powers, as to thy ordinaunce: 
and this thy (laffe of conforte o Lorde, doth encorage 
vs to loue and trufl them, efpecially vnto whome thoa 
hafl geuen hyefl, power and aulhoritie. So that we 
can nowe wyllynglye geue vnto euerye one that 
whyche is due : vnto ye higher powers, reuerence, 
feruyce, and obedience, vnto all in general faythfull 
dealynge, and vnto the poore and needye, charitable 
almes [almose], releefe and conforte. 

Glue therfore vnto vs, o Lord, mercye and grace, 
that wc maye render vnto thee thankes and prayfe for 
euer. Amen. 
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fOD be rnercifull vnto vs : For the 
tyme is euen no we corny nge, when 
as God muile needes either of his 
mercye here in Englande, worke 
fuche a wonderfull miracle vnto 
our conforte, as farre paffeth mans 
expectation : orels of his righteous- 
nes take fuch vengeance of this 
lande to th[c] example of all other landes, as fhall be to 
our vtter diflniccion. 

Ye know, that immediatly after the preachynge of 
Noe, came the great floud that drouned ye world. 
After the wamyng of Loth, came fyre, brymflone vpon 
the Sodomites and Gomorrians. When Moifes had 
declared Gods thretnynges in Egipte, kyng Pharao 
and his people were plaged vpon the lande, and 
drouned in the red fea. 

Suche plages came euer where Gods worde truly 
preached, is not belened, receaued, and folowed. But 
at the preachyng of lonas, the Niniuites repented 
wonderftilly. When the boke of the law was reade vnto 
Tofias the kyng, he, with all his people fpedely repent- 
yng, found exceadyng mercy, bleffyng, and grace : as 
lykewyfe all other (halbe fure to find, which heare the 
worde of God and keepe it, 

■For when ChrifL and his Apollles liad preaclied the 
Gofpel vnto tlie lewes, thofe tliat belened were de- 
lyuered frome tlie ctirfe of the law, vnlo the blelTing 
of grace, out of worldly mifery, to be inheriters of the 
heuenly kyngdome : and tliofe that did not beleue, 
were cad from God, oppreffed of men, ouercorae, 
fpoyled, murthered, and diflroyed of their enerayes. 
Wherfore Englande, whiche at this \)ifcfeM. Vjt&e.i'Nyj 
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reafon of the worde of God fetfurth, reade, preached, 
and comuned, dodie in euerye place heare the coun- 
fell of Noe, the wamynge of Loth, the law of Moyfes, 
the threatnynges of the Prophetes, and the grace of 
the Gofpell, as it was declared and taught by Chrill 
and his Apoflles : Thys Englande mufte nedes, either 
by beleuynge of thefe thynges, obteyne of God won- 
derfull grace of amendemenr, orels by neglecting them, 
prouoke the vengeance of God, as a dewe plage and 
punyfhment 

Take heede therfore England, for if thou by vnbe- 
lefe, let and flop God from workynge of miracles to 
thy confort, then furely dooefl thou prouoke Gkxi to 
poi^Te doun vengeaunce vpon the, to thy vtter di- 
flruccion : But if thou doo regarde, receaue, and be- 
leue Gods worde, he wyll worke wonderfull miracles 
to thy conforte, wealthe, and profperitie. Yea, let 
euerye man, of what eflate or degree foeuer he be, 
grope his owne confcience : for if he dooe not there 
feele that the worde of God dothe take place to moue 
hym to repentaunce and amendment of l)rfe, then fliall 
he be fure fone to haue experience, that the vengeaunce 
of God, by a fhamefuU fhorte ende of his wretched 
lyfe, wyll br>Tig him vnto an euerlaflynge dampnable 
deathe. For all thofe that wyll not creepe vnder the 
merciful wings of god, as the chikynnes of Chrift, 
(halbe caught and deuoured of puttockes, haukes, and 
kytes, as a pray for the deuyll. The wynges of God 
be (Iretched abrode here in Englande, by the kynges 
gracious maieflye and his honorable counfell, of mighty 
power, with ready wyll to fhadowe, defende, and laue 
all thofe that with reuerent loue, come humbly creepyng 
vnder their ordinaunce, rule, and gouemaunce, whiche 
is the power, the wynges, and the honour [the order] 

of God. 

The filthye gredye puttockes, wylde haukes, and 

rauenyng kytes be fuperflicious papifles, camall gofpel- 

lers, and fedicious rebelles, which as ye haue feene, by 

late experience, haue mod crueWy c2uM%kt,fpoyled, and 
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deuoured the lambes, ihe chekynnes, the chyldren of 
God, redemed and boughte with Chrilles bloude. 
Wherfore as Chrifl in his owne perfone dyd once 
lament and bewayle lerulalem, fo doihe he nowe 
many tymesin the perfonsof hispropheticall Preachers, 
lament and bewayl Englande, laying : O England, 
howe ofte wolde I haue gathered thy chyldren, as a 
hen galhereth her chikens vnder her wynges, and thou 
woldefl not Euen with the fame affeccion that the 
fliepherde cryeth.feeyng thewolfe le[e]ryng towardesthe 
ihepe, and with the fame affeccion that the hen clock- 
eth and calleth, fpyeng the kyte houeryng oner her 
chekyns ; with the fame affeccion it behoueth the 
mtnifter and preacher of God, feeyng vntnllerable 
vengeaunce hangynge ouer Englande, to crye, to call, 
and to geue wamyng vnto the people, faying as pt] is 
written in the firll of Efay : If ye willyngly wyl heare 
and obeye, ye fhall eate the good confoitable frutes 
of the earthe; but if ye wyll not, and prouoke me 
vnto angre, the fwoorde ihall deuoure you : Quia as 
Domini lociilum ej}} For it is the mouth of the lord 
that hath fpoken. 

Now your reuerende maieftie, moft gracious kyng, 
and you honourable wyfe godly coonfcllers, you are 
the chicfe fliepherdea, you are the moH reuerende 
fathers in Chrille, hau3rnge the wynges of power and 
authoritie, to (hadow, fauc, and kcepe thefe lambes of 
god, thefe [the] chekens of Chrifl, and thefe chyldren of 
the heauenly father, redemed with Chrifles bloude, 
and committed vnto your handes, to be faued, kepte, 
Mid. prouyded for. 

God be prayfed, with thankful obedience, and lou- 
ynge reuerence dewe to your gracious maiellye and 
honorable counfell, whlche haue furely wyfely pro- 
uyded for, diligently kept, and charitably faued this 
realme, by driuyng away the wylde [wilie] fo\e of 
papiflicaU fu [Dermic ion, and by callynge out the vii- 
deane fpirit of ignorance, to gods gtorye, your honour, 
^Bii OUT conforc. 



Bui alas moll gracious Kyng and godly gouemots, 

■ ibr ihe tender mercyes of God, in our Sauiour lefu 

BjChrill. Like good and diligent heede when ye be 

"**fyng the wylde [wilie] fox of papiflicall fuperilidon, 

lat ihc greedye wolfe of couetous ambicion, do not 

n a[ your backes : For furely he wyl! doo more 

inne m a weeke, thai the foxe dyd in a y*e. 

Take hcede, that the vncleane fpirite of ignor- 

MDce, retumynge with. vii. other worfe then himfelfi 

'mde no place v-owarded, where he may creepe in 

^yne. For if he returnyng with his felowes, enter 

R agaync, theo wyll he make the eode of this genera- 

BlQit to bee worfe then the begynnyng. 

V Then (hall you leefe the rewarde of your former 

Vtligcnce, and be dam[p]ned for your later negligence. 

Then lliall the welfpryng of mercye, which of long 

tymc hath watered thys Realme with the grace of 

God be clofed vp, and the blodye flouds of vengeance 

gnflling out from the wr^th and indignacion of God, 

ouerflowe all togyther. Then wyll not God, by work- 

yng of miracles declare mercy, but by takynge of 

vengeaunce, execute rightoufnes. 

But God beyng as mercyfuU yet, as cuer he was, if 
YOU contynewe as faythfull, wyfe, and dilygent as ye 
naue ben, to handle the wolfe, as you haue doone the 
toxe, 10 keepe out the deuyll, as to cad out the deuyll: 
then fhalt the people of this Jande feede in quyetnes, 
without feare of euyl : then flial yoii contiiiuyng to 
ihefejude, be fure of an hunderdfold reward in this lyfe, 
and afterwards, euerlafting lyfe, ioye and glorye. 
Then Ihall God doo wonderfull miracles in Eng- 
lande, to declare howe raercy fliali triumphe oner 
rightoufnes. 

And that wee maye all dyfpofe our felfes the more 

jntlye for God to worke fuche a miracle amonge 

wee haue appoynted for the gofpell of this day, 

ten in the. vi. of lohan, a wonderfull miracle of. v. 

jhoufande men, fed and fatisfyed with, v, loaues and 

( /y/beSf wheias eueiy man may and ought to learne 
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his owne dutye, whiche flaall cleare[ly] appeare too a 
kyng in Chrifl, to head gouerners vnder the kynge, in 
the Apoflles, beyng mofl neare about Chrifl, and to all 
other men, in that multitude of the people, whiche 
folowynge Chrifl, were obedient to fyt doune at the 
commaundment of his Difciples, not knowyng, nor 
enquiring why they were fo comraaunded. 

And as furely as this wonderful! miracle was done 
to the great confort of them in Chriftes tyme : fo 
truly is it left in writyng for to leame vs by pacience 
and confort of the Scriptures, to haue good hope at 
this tyme_ 

And as ChriHe, hauynge alwayes fpeciall refpecte 
vnto hys audience, dyd teaclie the fylhers by talkyng 
of nettes, preachynge vnto the lewes by d3Taers 
parables, and called the Genfyles by the eloquence 
of Paule : fo I, in handlyng of this miracle, hauing 
refpect vnlo thys audience, wyll applye the wonder- 
full great charitable prouifion of ChTifte, vnto the 
Kynges Maiellye : the faythfull diligence of the 
ApoHles, vnlo the nobilitie : and the dewe obedi- 
ence and hertye thankfulnes of the muUitude, vnto 
all other of the communaltye. Not doubtyng but 
that charitable prouilion of liberall beneiiles, wyl! be 
a. thyng mod plefaunt and honorable for the Kynges 
Gracious Maiellye, and faythfull diligence in difpof- 
yng great benefites mo£l conuenient. and commend- 
able for all that be in high autliorilie : and finally, 
humble obedience, and vnfayned thanldulnes to be 
mofl neceffary, requifite, and looked for at this tynie, 
in all inferiours and commune forte of people in Eng- 

Marke a litle after the begynnyng of the lyxt Chap. 
of lohan, and ye Ihall heare, when as rourh people 
[coramyng vnto lefus, hauyng nothyng to] eate, what 
lefus dyd. I wyll paffe the dlfcripcion of the wylder- 
aes, with the caufes and the maner of the peoples 
goyng togither. and begynne at that whiche Chrift 
dyd, when they were cummyng xowa-tdes V-j'cv- 
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Efus lifiing vp his eyes, and feejiige mucbe 
pytiplecome vntohym, faydevnloPhiiip: 
Frome whence fhall wee b[u]ye bread, that 
thefe may eate? This he fayd tempt- 
yng hyra : for he hirafelf knew what he woldc 
do. Philippe anfwered vnto hym : Two hundrefli 
penye worth of breade wyll not be fufficienl vnto 
thefe fo that euerye one myghc take a lytell. One of 
hys difciples Andrew, Symon Peters brother, Saytb 
vnto hym ; There is one boye here, whych hath .v. 
barley loaues and .ii. fyfties, but what ar thofe 
amongeil fo many? lefus faid: Make the men to 
fyt doun. There was muche graffe in the place, 
The men therefore fat doune, about the numbre of 
.V. tliouliinds. lefus tooke the breade, and after 
thankes geuynge, dyd diuide it vnto his difctples) 
and the difciples to them that were fette : And lyke- 
wyfe of the fyfties, fo muche as they woulde. And 
when tbey were filled, he fayde vnto his difciples 
Gather vp the broken meates remaynyng, that no^ 
thynge bee lolL They gathered therfore, and fylled 
.xii. bafliets full of thofe meats which remayned, after 
-that thei hadde eaten. The men therfore feeynge' 
what a fygne lefus hadde done, fayde that this is 
trulye the Prophet whiche cummeth vnto the worlde. 

OMercifuU Lorde, what a greef is it to fee thofe 
which a man loueth hertely, with fuche difeafes 
infected, that euery thing miniflred by the Phifidon 
to doo them good, by their owne vnquietnes and mit 
ufynge of the fame, doth encreafe their greuous dauit- 
gerous fycknes. For thefe [people in the wildemefle» 
detlitute of all prouifion, and in great lacke and neede 
' bodily fii/lenaunce, weie then by a wonderfull 



((fore tt)t iSsng. 6i 

miracle, plentifully feclde of Chrift, occ^fionyng then 
by the yearthly and bodily foode, to defire and feeke 
the bread of life, defcendyng from heauen : but then 
tooke, and turned that occafion clean e contrary, 
imaginyng to make Chrifte an yearthly Kyng, and 
were fo greedie to feede their bodies, that thei had no 
defire nor tail of the foode of the foule. And now 
England hauyng occafion, by the aboliihyng of Papif- 
trie, to embrace fmcere Chriflianitie, toumed that 
occafion, to take the fpoyle of Papillrie, whiche is the 
caofe that many neglecte, and fclaunder fincere Chrif- 
tianitie. And fo haue, and doe toume all occafions 
of godly charitable reformation, into worldly couetous 
corruption. /And the] people [of this audience], hauyng 
great occafion of confort, bi reafon that in [t]his place, 
through the true pteachyng of gods word, all fynne is 
plainly and freely rebuked: and thofe fynnes cfpeciallye 
which dooe appertayne vnlo magiftrates. wherby any 
man of indifferent iudgement, may thynke that thefe 
magiflrates beeyng prefent, and willingly hearynge, bee 
purpofed to amende : Thefe people I faye, that thus 
haue a great occafion of conforte offered vnto them, 
by their owne millakyng.of it, dooe tourae all to their 
further griefe and daunger. For they fpeake vnreue- 
rently, and vntnily flaunder the magiftrats, not only 
with the fauhes that bee here named, but alfo with re- 
bukyng, imprifonyng, and forblddyng of the Preachers. 
And when as by the fame mouth of the true preacher, 
their venemous tongues be rebuked, then thei fpare 
not to fay, that the Preacher hath learned his lefTon 
in lacke an apes court: doyng as ranch as lieth in 
them, to make other men, neither to reuerence the 
magiflrates, nor beleue the Preacher. What thei 
them felfes mean therebye, peraduenlure by reafon 
of blyndneiTe, they wot not. But we knowyng the 
craft of the deuyl, as Paul writeth. ii. Cor. ii. perceiue 
yat he wold hare nothing in this place layde to the 
Rulers charge ; Not fearyng how muche be fpoken to 
thofe of the people, which be pad any amendment by 
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I wordes : But all that the deuyll feareth, is, left &at ' 
tbe Rulers be put in remembraunce of the great daun- 
ger that they be in, for fiifferynge fo great enormityea 
vnpunyihed amongefl the people. 

I therfore truilyng to do mofl good in that whiche 
the deuyll laboureth the mod to iiyndre, wyll laje 
great and many fautes vnto them that baue moll 
power and authoritie. For fure I am, that rulets 
. ordeyned by God to fee the ignoraunt inflructed, and 
I the euyl! punyflied, be in great daunger of Gods vengs- 
aunce, for the great and manifolde enormities whidie ^ 
do grow and fpring of ignoraunce, for lacke of know- J 
ledge, and of diffolutenes for laclce of due correc- I 
cion. ■ 

And you people be ye fure that the more theit I 
daunger is, for lacke of prouifion and punyfhment tor " 
other mens faultes, the greater is the damnacion of 
them that commit and doo thefe fautes. 

Nowe I truflyng to God, and not fearyng the deuyll, 
wyll proceede to declare and applye this parte of fcrip- 
ture vnto this Audience, fo that for no man I wyll doke 
or flatter anye vyce. / 

lefiis lyftyng vp his eyes, and feeynge muchi people 
cuntmynge vnto hym, &'C. 

Here note two thynges : in the people note coming 
vnto Chrift, and in Chrift, note charitable prouifion ; 
for the people. For in this people dothe Chrift de- 
clare by example, and proue in experience his doc- 
trine to be true, whiche he had afore taught, laying ; 
Fyrfl feeke for the kyngdome of God and the rightouf- ■ 
nes, therof, and all thefe other, meanyng necelFaryes, 
flial bee miniHred vnto you. For here they folowyng 
Chrift, to feke the kyngdome of God, had not onlye 
this kingdorae of God, this bread of lyfe, this woorde i 
of faluacion preached vnto them, but alfo, all their I 
difeafes healed, and their hungiye belyes withe good I 
aeates plentifully fylled. J 

Yea, the plentye of thefe people hauyng 
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cuen fo much as they woulde, was farre more then 
the plenty of crafty Lawers, difceitful Merchauntes, 
couetous greedyguttes, and ambicious pvoilers, whiche 
canne neuer haue ynough : but alivayes contynew in vn- 
ikciable hunger, and neede of couelouliies. As [in] the. 
[xxjxiiii. Pfal. dsdaieth : Uiuiids ^iiefuiii:^ Theryche 
haue felt neede and hunger : but they whiclie feeke 
the Lorde, lacke no goodnefle [gooddes]. 

He that feeketh to be ryche, be he neuer fo poore 
a flaue, or fo mightye a Lorde, he falleth into dyuers 
temptacions and fnares of the deuyll : but they that 
feeke the Lorde, (hall lacke no goodnes. Seke for 
to be ryche, and thou flialt fynd forow, miferye, and 
mifcheif: Seeke for to be godlye, and thou (halt fynd 
conforl^ welth and profperitie, with al maner of felicitie. 
If thou wylt be godly, thou muft folowe Chriil : thou 
mufl, not folow the (leppes of his feete, which be taken 
vp into heauen oute of thy fyght, but thou oughted 10 
folowe the doctrine of his worde, which is leftehere[here 
left] vpon earth, to guyde the fleppes of thy lyfe, in the 
way of peace. And whyther wyll Gods worde guide 
the in the tyme of thy trouble and necelfitie? Surely 
vnto theLordejWhyche(ayth:^j''()^/£rM/^«flff(('«^Mm, 
^'c.^ For the miferyes fakes of the confortleffe, and 
fyghynges of the poore, now wyll I ryfe, (ayth the Lorde. 

O Lorde, feejTige thou hafte tnanye people in Eng- 
lande, that as yet be in miferies without confort, and 
in pouertie, and lacke helpe, how dooed thou aryfe 
vnto them ? Vnto this the Lorde anfwereth, in the. — 
wuciiii. of Ezechiel ; SufcUabo fuper eos pajlorem vnumf 
&•£. I wyll fet vp ouer theim one pa(lor, euen my 
femaunt Dauid, he (hall feede theym, and he (hall be 
their pador, and I the Lord, wyl be their God. \ This 
prophecye was written longe after Dauids tyme. Wher- 
fore by Dauid here named, is fignitied and meante fuche 
a K.yng as (halbe as faythfuU and diligent to keepe, 
feede, and clierylh his fubiectes within hys ownc 
Realme, as was Dauid to his people within Ifraell [.that 
fame is Chrift in his Kyngdome, in his aucthontie?} 
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[And] We hope tnifle and heleue, tliat cure gracioas 
Kyng, indued with the faythfiiH diligence of Dauid, is 
ordeyned of God, to goueme, cherifh and feede vs the 
people of this his Realrne. Wherfore accordynge 10 
the[e]xampleof Chrifte Iefu,nioflChrillenand Graciona 
Kyng, for the reuerence of God, which hath fet you 
vpon the high hyll of honor and authoricie, lyft ve 
your gracious eyes of charitable pitie, and behold 
much people throughoute all Englande, corayng to 
feeke releefe, eafe, and conforte, fent^ from God vnto 
them, by your excellent Maieftye. For althoughe 
there hathe ben to much mercy -fliewed vpon the 
generacion of vypers, the vngracious rebels : Yet is 
there manye poore people, whiche lyke fymple (heepe, 
fliome to the bare (kynne, haiie as yet little prouifion 
and great neede : euen as .v. thoufandes in wildetnes 
folowed Chrid and his Apodles, fo many thoufandes 
in Englande, pafl all other hope and refuge, folow youi 
gracious maieftye and honorable Counfell. For their 
perfons [parfones], which ftiouldelykethepheardesfeede 
them, doo lyke thieues robbe, murther and fpoile 
them. And their landlords, which (huld defend 
them, be moft heauye maiflers vnto them : Yea, all 
naaner of officers doo not their duties to kepe the 
people in good ordre, but rather take fuch fees as 
maketh the people veraye poore. Who fo hathe 
eyes, and wyll fee, mai eafely perceiue that thofe 
perfonages, which he moil in rombre, and greatefl 
in value. Throughout all England be no (hepherds 
houfes to laye vp fodder Co feede the poore (heepe of 
the parifli, but theeuyfh dennes, to conuey away great 
fpoyle from all the ryche men of the parilh. I fey 
flier is no perfon there to reieeue the poore and iiedy, 
with natural fuftinaunce in keep3Tig 0! houfe, and to 
feede all ingenerally with the heuenly foode of Gods 
woorde by preachynge : But there is a perfons deputie 
or fenncr, which hauyng neither habilitie, power, not 
aucthoritie to doo the perions dutye in feedj-nge and 
tacbyng the paryfh, is able, fufficient, and ftout 
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jrnough to chalenge and take for his mayflers dutie, 
the tenth parte of all the parifh, Likewife other offi- 
cer take many fees, and do few dutyes : And efpeci- 
ally landlordes take exceedynge fynes and rentes of 
theire tenauntes, and doo no good vnto their ten- 
aunteSi^' 

Now my Lordes, bothe of the laitie and of the 
clei^e, in the name of God, I aduertyfe you to take 
heede : for when the Lorde of all Lords (hal fee his 
flock fcatered, fpylte, and loile, if he folowe the trace 
of the bloude, it wyli leade him euen (Ireyght waye 
■vnto this court, and vnto your houfes, where as thefe 
great theues which murlher, fpoyle, and diflroye the 
flockes of Chrift, be receaued, kepte, and mainteyned. 

For you mainteyne your chapleynes to take Plur- 
alities, and your other feruauntes mo offyces then they 
can or wyll difcharge. 

Fye for fynne and fiiaine, eyther gyve your fer- 
uauntes wages, or els let them go and feme thofe 
which do gyue them wages. For nowe your-chap- 
leynes, your feruauntes, and you* your felues haue the 
perfons, the fhepherdes, and the offycers wages, and 
aeither you nor they, nor no other dooeth the perfons, 
the (hephecdes or the offycers dutye, except peraducn- 
ture ye imagen that there is a paryihe priefle, curate, 
whiche dooeth the perfons duty. But although ye do 
fo ymagen, yet the people do feele and perceyue that 
he doeth meane no other thing but' pai your duty, 
paye your dutye. Yes forfoth, he minillreth Gods 
lactamentes, he fayeth his feruyce, and he readeth the 
homilies, as you fyne flalring cowrtiers, which fpeake 
by imaginacion, tearme it : But the rude lobbes of the 
countrey, whiche be to fymple to paynte a lye, fpeake 
foide and truly as they fynde it, and fiiye : He minifh- 
eth Gods facraments, he (lubbers vp his feruice, and 
he can not reade the humbles. Yet is there fome 
can reade very well : but how many of thofe hi 
dther fuperfticious papyftes, orels camall gofpell* 
whiche by their euyll example of lyuyng, and 
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doctrinej do fane more haime then they do good by i 

their fayr reading and faiyiig of feniyce. Bni put the 
cafe, as it maye be, tha.t there bee at a benefyce it 
feme place at fomtime, fome good curate ; all thofe 
fummes wyll make but a fewe in nombre, and yet ye 
fee many perfons in many places abfente from their 
benefices, whiche if they be feldome abfent, may be 
good, but if they be continually or for the moft part I 
abfent, then can they be neither good, honed nor ' 
godly. For if their duytie be vndone, then can no ' 
man exoife them : if it be doone, then is it by other, 
and not by them ; and then why dooe they lyue of ' 
other mens labours? He that preacheth the gofpeU| | 
Ihulde lyue vpon the gofpell, as God hath ordeynedr j 
As for thofe. Qui moUibus vejliuntur, in domibus R^m} I 
whiche go gaye in Kynges houfes, and either mofell 
the labouring oxe, orels fpoyle the poore parifh in the 
countrey, be of the deuyls ordinaunce. As there ia in 
all ofiyces, fome putte in by Chrifl, fome by the deuyl; J 
lb is there in perfonages [Parfonages], fome fente frwo J 
Chrift as (hepherds to fede, and fome from the deu]^ I 
as theues to deuoure. Vea, amongeft all kyndes (rf I 
ofiycers, fome bee true Prophettes and ftiepheardes 1 
in dede, and fome fiaue fhepe flcyns, and be rauenyng 
wolfes in deede. The one taketh paynes in doyng rf 
his dutye, and the other feketh gaynes in profelTyng of 
his duty. Take heede of thofe, for they are eiraunt 
theeues. 

Alas, if all thofe whiche take the names and profef- 
fyons of offycers, for defyre of luker and honor, and do 
not execute the duties belongynge to their offycesiirith 
paynful diligence, be enant theues, as they be in decd^ 
then is there manye a ftronge erraunt theefe among^ 
them that be called honeil, worfliipfull, and honorable 

For they haue the names, the authorities and vaun- 
tages of thofe oifyces giuen and payed vnto them, the 
dulyes of the whiche be veray flenderly or nothynge si ■ 
ai executed amongeft the people, I 
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If I were in anye other place in all Englande, I 
could and wolde vfe an other trade of preachynge 
afore an other audience : but beyng called of God by 
your appoyntement vnto this place at this tyme, my 
confcicnce doth compell me to vfe this trade and no 
other, afore this folemne audience. Wherfore with 
dreede and feare of God, with charitable pitie of the 
people, with mod reuerende lone and honaage vnto 
your honors, I mud needes crye with the prophet 
Elkie; Principcs Sodomx, popultts Gomorrah Heare the 
ffoorde of the Lorde ye Princes of Sodome, ye people 
of Gomorra; Qfiomihimultitudaviclimarumvejirarvm:^ 
What care I for the great nombre of your facrifyces, 
ZHeit Dominus, fayth the lord : rebukynge all the lacri- 
fices, ceremonies, and feafles of the lewes, which he 
himfelfe had commaunded to be obferued and kepte ; 
by the which thyng left in writynge, he doth teache 
and commaunde me howe to fpeake of your wel doyng 
here in England, Heare therfore ye Princes of So- 
dome, and ye people of Gomor, thus fayth the Lord. 
What pleafure haue I, yea what care I for al your 
Engliflie Bibles, Homilies, and all youre other bookes: 
fet ftirthe no more godly feniyce to honor me with : I 
hate tliem all with my herte, they are greuous vnto me, 
1 am wery of them i Yea, it is a great payne for me to 
fuffer them. Why, o lord, thefe be good, thefe be 
godly, and thefe be neceffary thynges. 

Truth it is, the faulte is not in the thynges that be 
fet furthe, -but in you that haue fet them furthe. 
Manus enim vejlraplenm funt f anguine-^ For your 
bandes are ful of blood. 

Your handes, your feruyces [feruice] and your houfes 
be fill of perfons lyuynges. Preachers Im)mges, and offy- 
cers liuynges. And by you, the perfone hath his difpen- 
jkdon, the preacher is put to fcilence, and the offycer 
vnpunyflied, for neclectynge of his dutye.i[.%nd fo 
thraugh the negligence of the kepers, [(]gooa order, 
which is the pale of the parke of this commune welth 
dekayedp], tiie dere therof, mod dearly boy>^'al'«\*ii 
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Chriftes blonde, haoe flrayed oute of tlieire owne feed- 
ynge, to diftroy the come of all mens liuynges : Where 
as vefy neceflytie hath compelled you with fuch force 
to driue them backe. as mutl needes di(lro}'e manye 
of thofe dere. ^ Thofe people I mean, which you hane 
cheiylhed and kept, and as yet doo loue and pide 
aboue all other iewels, commodities and pleafures. 
Alas, thefe that take the liuynges, and doo not &e 
dutyes of Perfons, Preachere, landlordes, Bailyes, and 
of other otEcere : Thefe flatterers, thefe wolfes in 
lambes Ikj-ns, thefe deuyls in meos vj-fers haue caufed 

fou to be thought and taken as cruelloppreflersof tbofe 
thefe] people, whofe furious wylde rage ye dyd &p- 
prefle and keepe vnder, of veraye charitable p6t 
towardes them, and all other, whiche with that m- 
bellious rage, fhulde haue be all togither diflroied, if 
the help of your poirer and aucthoritie had ben anyc 
longer differed. 

Surely, vnlyli that thefe prollers for tliem feintSi 
thefe children of the deuyll, thefe fowers of fediooB 
be taken out of the way, either by reformacion, orhj 
dillruction, your charit^le pitie and prouifion fitrthe 
people, and their reuerende loue and obedience to- 
wardes you, (hall neuer be feene, felt, and knoweit 
Nowe, as Helye was giliy of the whordome, eitor- 
cion, and abhominacion of his fonnes, fo are ]rout 
hertes full of cniellye, and your handes full of bloude, 
not fo muche by doyng, as by fufferyng ail tliefe euyls. 
Wheribre Lauaimni, mundi eftote :' Wa(li, and make 

I your felfes cleane, with the teares of repentaunce. 
Auferte malum cogilaliorium Tfjlrarum ab oculis meis:^ 
Awai with the euil of your thoughtes from afore my 
eyes. Open your heartes, that the fworde of Gods 
word may come to wype awaye couitoufnes, whidM 
is the roote of all euyll, planted in your hertes. For 
if that roote coutinew there, than can no good fpring 
firom you : but euen the moil pure and holfome woorde 
of God fette furth by you, continuyng in couitoufiies, 
wyil be abhominable In the t^S^^ of God, ofJenflue vnto 
\ In. i. 16. 
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flie people, and damnable vnto your felues. Wher- 
fore, QtiUfcite agere perucrfe :' Seace to peruerte, manye 
thynges fiom euyll vnto worfe. Difcite benefacere :''■ 
Leame to do well, m conformyng al thyngs that be amifTe) 
vnto a good ordxe. Quarile iufiicium-A Seeke [Searchc] 
for righteous iudgement, which is almofl, banylhed out 
of Englande. Alas what a ludgemeut is this, a fuper- 
(licious papifte, whiche hathe made the faulte, (hall 
haue a penfion out of a Chauntrie, fo longe as he 
]jrueth, and a poore paryllie whiche hathe great needc 
and doone no faulte, (hall lofe atid forfayte many 
Chauntries vtterly for euer. Su/iufnitc pppreffo :' Helpe 
the oppreffed people that be loaden with heuye bur- 
- deyns of paiynge wages to manye offyces, and fayntc 
for lacke of releefe, and due feniyce of the oflycer.' 
ludicate pupillo :^ ludge fo to the fatherles chyldrens 
behofe, that warddiip mai be a good prouiflon for 
fittherles chyidren, and not an vncharitable fpoyle of 
yong mens landes, Defendite viduam-} Shielde the 
wydow from all mens iriuryes, and compell them not 
to marye your vnthrifty feruauntes. 

Thus hath God by Efaye in his tyme, and by me at 
this tyme defcribed RtiJers Faultes, with a waye how 
to amende them. Therfore, Principes Anglia-} Ye 
head rulers and gonemors of England, fyrfl fee, ac- 
knowledge and* amende your owne fautes: And then, 
perufynge all vnder offycers, confyder, and note how 
few fliepheards and offycers doo feede and keepe, by 
doyng dutyes, and how many theeues, and wolfes do 
robbe and fpoyle the flockes, by takyng fees here in 
Englande : and then (hall ye perceaue that there muft 
nedes be manye (heepe, that with their hertes, myndes, 
and expectacion, do folow the Kynges Maieftye, and 
you of his honorable counfell, fo farre parte the houfcs 
and cyties of their owne prouiflon, ihat yf thei haue 
not fpedy reliefe at your handes, many of them is lyke 
to feynte and decaye by the way. 

Therfore this confydered and knowen, as Chrifl 
lydyng vp his eyes, dyd teache you to fee and cor- 
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fyder the people : fo Icime by that whicbe foloweth 
in Cliriftes dooyng, what (halbe your dutye after that 
yc fee and knowe the multitude, the dale and coniB- 
cioD of the people. 

And he Ciyd vnto Philip : From whence (hall we 
bye breade, that thefe maye eate? But this he fayde 
to prouc him : for he him felfe koewe what he 
wolde doo. 

Chrift faid to Philip, as euery Chriften King oi^bt 
to fay to his Counfeil ; From whence dial we that be 
gouemors, kepers and fcders, bye and prouide wifli 
our own codes, labor, and diligence, bread, foode and 
necefiajyes, that thefe may eate and be releued, which 
be our fubiectes, in obedience, brethem in Chrifl, and 
felow heyres of the heauenly kyngdome 

Pharao with his Counfeil in Egipte, confulted howc 
to bryng the weUhy people vnto miferye ; fo that he 
is a very Pharonicall tyrant, which laboreth by op- 
preflion to thiuft down the welthy people : And he is 
a fa>-thful chriften kj-ng, that humbleth himfelfe ty 
diligence to rc'.eeue, conforte, and fet vp the afflycted 
people. For the one, by worldly policy, wolde h^ie 
much honor, and the other of godlye charitie wyll do 
much good. Chrifl alfo fayde this, to proue and nyc 
Philip, knowyng him feife what Ihoulde be done. So 
that here, Kynges and great men may lerne to trye 
and proue the honeftye, wyC, and fidelitie of their 
Counfellers in fuch matters as they them felues be & 
perfect that they can difceme with what difcrecionand 
mynde the Counfeiler doth anfwere. 

[And in this we maie fe, that God doetb not lacke, 
or neede any counfaile, or helpe of any nianne, to 
dooe any good thyng, but would haue men to vnder- 
flande how muche and wel that God, and how little 
or nothing menne can deuife, and dooe when as 
neede is. So therefore will God vfe, and exercUc 
men, as Chrift here doeth \-fe, and exercife Phillip, 
Audrewe, and the other Difciples, for their owne ne- 
'Ceffitie, comforte, and commoil'i.uc to letwiuft, muI 
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leanie of hym, wherewith they iii;iie dooe good vnto 
others. And this lefTon had not Phillip yet learned.] 

Philip aunfwered, that two hundreth peny worth of 
breade wyll not feme vnto thefe, fo that euerye one 
myght take a lytell. 

In the which anfwere, as concemyng his wytte, he 
declareth it to be to flender to prouyde for fo great a 
matter in fo fliort tyme. And his mynde feemed to be 
ftich, as wolde not haue Chrifl to trouble him felfe with 
io great cares, but rather as the other Eiiangeliftes do 
dedare, to fende the people awai, and let them prouide 
for them felfes. The fame mynde and affection was in 
Feter, after that Chrifl, hadde tolde his Difciples howe 
that he mud go to lerufalem to fnffer fore paynes and 
miferable death. For then Peter tooke him a fyde 
and (ayde : Maifter, fauour your felfe, doo not entre 
in to fuche daunger and forowes. 

And it is not vnlyke, but if your Mageflyc, with 
your Counfell, fpeake vnto your nobles for prouifion 
now to be made for the people, ye fliali fynde fome 
that bee Philippians and Peters, whiche by fettynge 
afore your eyes the hardnes of the matter, the tender- 
nes of your yeares, and the wonderfull charges that 
ihulde be requifite, wyll moue and counfell you to 
quiet youre (elfe, to take your eafe, yea, to take your 
paftyme, in haiikyng, huntyng or gamnyng. Vnto 
whom your Mageftie may anfwere, as Chrifte dyd 
vnto Peter : Auoide fro me Saihan, thou hyndrefl. me 
by thy camaJl temptacion, to doo that thynge whiche 
God hath moued me vnto by his gracious infpiracion. 
Thou hart, no tafl. nor fauour how delicious God is 
vnto a pure confcience, in godlye exerfyce of good 
workes. But all that thou regardeft. and felefl, is 
voluptuous pkafure in worldly vanities. '' And ther- 
fore thou doefl: not perceaue, how that they, which be 
indued with a fpeciall grace of God, maye fynde more 
pleafure and paftyme in godly gouemauuce, to keepe 
togytiier, and faue fyinple men, then in baukyng and 
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huntynge, to chafe and kyll wy!de beaftes. 
godly kyng (hall fynde more pleaiure in cifting loHes 
for lonas, to try out offenders, whiche trouble the 
(hip of this commune wealths, then in callyng dice at 
halarde, to alow and maintayne by his example, (uch 
thynges as (hulde not be fuffered in a commune wealth. 
Yea furely, a good Kynge ihall take farre more delyte 
'a edifiyng with conforte and deckyng with good order 
the Congregacion of his people, the Churche ^ 
Houfe of God, the heauenly Citie of lemfalem, then 
in buildyng fuche houfes as feeme gaye and gorgeous, 
and be in deede but vile earthe, (tones, tymber afld 
claye. Suche lyke anfwere ought your Mageftye, t 
all noble men to make, if ye (ynde anye of youre 
Counfellers more camall than fpiritual, more woridlye 
then godly. Orels tume awai your eares from fuche 
Philippians, and heare other, as Chrift dyd. 

Then fayde vnto hym one of his Difciples, Andrew, 
Symon Peters brother, There is a boy here that h 
€ue barley loaues and two fyihes, but what auayle tbofe 
among fo manye ? 

Note here that this boye was the Apodles page, , 
and thefe loaues and fy(hes were their vittayles, Fra^ 
as appeajeth in Marke, when he had made fearche how 
many loaues they them felues had, this anfwer waS' 
made, that ihei had. v loues and. ii. (i(hes : but wbat 
be thei amongeft fo many? As who (hulde (ay: at 
though thefe be al that euer we haue, and feeme more 
meete to be kepte amonged a fewe, then to be gyuea 
Tnto many : yet forbicaufe thei [that] be cum [come], 

t whiche fjeyng] many haue more nede then we : j^t 
therefore] ar We willyng to giue them to be difpofed, 
and wyf(he that they were of more value to dooe more 
good amongefl the people. 

Thefe men cared more for the Commune people 
then they dyd for them felues, and therfore were very 
meete to be Counfeilers, and neare about a great Kyng. 
'"Ind/tirc/y none can continue neare, and dearevnlo our 
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Ityng Chrifl but fuche, for otliers that euer proUe for pri- 
uateprofite,beehypocrites and flatterers aswasludas. 
And] Here wee perceyiie what fyraple Philip, a.nd good 
Andrewe thynke, but here is nothing declared of couet- 
ous ludas counfell. No, for Chrtll beyng fully purpofed 
to doo a good deede, dothe neither afke, nor heare any 
counfell of couetous ludas : teaching all them which 
intende any goodnes, neuer to afke nor admit anye 
counfell of thofe whom thei know to be couetous. 
For trulye the couetous mans counfell, although it 
feetne neuer fo good and honed, yet is it in deede 
nought and deuelifl). For what could feeme better 
counfell, then yat a litle ointment, the fwete fmell of 
the whiche continued but a whyle among a few, (huld 
haue ben foulde for. iii. hundreth pence, the great price 
of the whiche, beRowed amongefl manye poore, fhulde 
haue done them good for a great ceafon [feafon] ? 

The Euangelifl dothe fhewe howe that ludas dyd 
gyue thys counfell, not for that he had, anye care of 
the poore, but becaufe he was a theefe, and baire the 
bagges. 

ludas pretence was wonders goodly, to fell the oynt- 
ment for a great fumme of money, to reliei^e the poore 
whh : but his purpofe was deuelyfli, to get the money 
in his bagges, and keepe it to him felfe. "'^ And thofe 
in Englande, which dyd pretende, that befydes the 
abolyfhynge of fuperfticion, with the landes of Abbeyes, 
Coliges [Coll edges], and Chauntiyes, the Kyng fhuld be 
enriched, leamyng mainteyned, pouertye relieued, and 
the commune wealth eafed, and by this pretence, pur- 
pofely haue enriched theim felues, fettyng abrode in- 
cloyflred papiiles, to get their iiuyngs by giuyng them 
penfions, yea, and thruftyng them into benefices to poy- 
fon the whole commune welth fortherefignacionof thofe 
pencions, and fo craftly conueying much from the King, 
from lemyng, from pouertie, and from all the com- 
mune welth, vnto their owne priuate vauntage. Thefe 
mennes counfell femed better then ludas counfell was : 
mA their couetou&es, by their owne deedes ap^earedi. 
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no leffe then ludas couetoufnelTe dyd. Well, bentt^ 
for if ye play ludas part on (lyll, and maVe no reftitu- 
cion, vntil ye go to hangyng, ye ar lyke to fynde defpe- 
racion at lh[e]ende of your life, bicaufeye wold not by 
reftitucion amende your life. Ye noble men, and 
efpecialli you of the kings counfe!, for the reuerence 
of God, pitie of the conimen wealth, and fafegarde of 
your felfes, awaye with thefe ludafles, let them go hang 
them felfes : excepte peraduenture ye thynke yt fylte 
and neceflkry, that you fyrft hang them afore they bt 
tray you. For vndoubtedly, he that hath the couetoat 
nes of ludas in his hert, he wyll playe all the otha 
partes of ludas, if he euet haue fuche oportunitie aa 
ludas had. 

•' Away with ludas, and leame at Andrew, to &ye 
vnto this kyngc and his counfell intendyng to re- 
lieue the multitude of his people here in Englande, 
kanie ye noble men to faye : Here is a boye : Here 
be feniauntes and retainers of ours, which haue ^e 
ioaues and two fyfhes, many benefyces, fome pre- 
bendes, with dyners offices : yea, and fome of vs our 
felues haue nio offyces then we can difcharge, Pleaf- 
eth it your maieflie to take thefe into your handes, 
which haue ben kepte for vs, that they nowe in diiB 
greste nede, may be better difpofed amongefl your 
people. Quid Iwc inter taniosi^ Thefe be verye finaJl 
thyngea towardes the amendment of fo many lackes, 
I in fo great a multitude. How be it thefe wyil ferae, 
[ lb that there may be mo good Perfons, good Preachere, 
and good officers placed abrode in euery countrey, 
whiche in doing their offices, keping of houfes, and 
preachyng of gods word, may teache the ignoraunt, 
relieue tbepoore, punyfh the faii[l]tye, and cheryfh the 
honefl, and fo repayre the pale of good ordre about 
this commen welthN For the Joue of god gyue yout 
fenjauntes wages, and caufe them to reflore thefe liu- 
ings, which comyng of the fweate of the labourer, be 
in dede the reliefe of the poore, ye maintenaunce of 
honeiiy, and tJie reward of vertue, yea, the very pale, 

I John «. q. 



wall, and bulwarkes of the commen weaith. The 
Apoflles gaue al that thei had of their own, frely 
vnto oiher: fiycke not you to rellorc yat now 
which ye haue of long time vncharitably kept from 
other. 

Heare what foloweth : whan thefe fifhes and loaues 
were brouglit vnto lefus, make (fayth he) the people 
to fyt doune. God alwaies belloweth his benefiles 
vpon them that fyt doune in qiiietnes, and powieth 
fiarth his vengeaunce \-pon ihofe that be vnpacient, 
vnquiet, and full of bnfyneffe. Fot as appeareth in 
Genefis : The people gathered togither in the plain of 
Sannaer [Sanncr], and made a great vprore, buyldyng 
a towre lyke rebels againd god, to get them a name. 
Howbeit god deftroyed their handsjwork, confounded 
their langage, and fcatred them abrode. 

The Scribes and the Pharifeys came vnqnietly, 
tempting Clirifl, and requyred a fygne from heauen. 
Chnft rebuked them ftiarply, and fliewed them no 
fygne, but called them a frowarde and aduQufrous 
generacion. So the people in Englande gathered 
togyther, thei woulde make mailleryes, and bee not- 
able felowes, yea, the towre of their prefumpciou fiiuld 
be buylt vp vnto heauen, in difpite of gentyl men and 
nobilitie : they haue partlye felte, and we haue ryghte 
pitifully feene how fore God was therwith offended. 
Now I heare faye there is as yet remainyng in Eng- 
land fum ftift'e necked lewes, which come prefumptu- 
oufly tem[p]tyngGod,andfay; if thefe our rulers befent 
of God to take better order then other haue done, well 
then let theym begynne betj'me to gyue vs a notable 
fygne and token, for els we wyil not bileeue, tru£l, nor 
obey them. 

Well, I wyl tell you that thus whyfper: Enen as 
Chrille was I'ofi/us in refurredionem rf rtiinam mul- 
iorum tp IfrarJl ■} Set to reftore and dekay raanye in 
IfraellvSo be Chriften nders in eiierye commune 
wealth, fet and ordeyned of God, to beate doune and 
kepe vnder thefe ilurdye rebels, whiche be fo ^\y{^ 
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themfelues, that thei can not ihynke that any man 
doth iniende to doo ihem good, and lo reife vp, eta- 
forte and cheri-Ti the fimple pacient people, which he 
of a good trud towards their rulers, knowynge that they 
themfelfes haue deferued no euil : orels if they haae 
done eiiyli, yet by repeataunce and amendmentjdo not 
doutetoobteyne mercyeat their nders handes. ^oGod 
hath ordeyned rulers locberyflie the[e], if thou be made 
quiet and pacient, orels to punifh the if you [ihou] 
be vnquiet. bufy, and flobome. Leame at[S.] PauLRo, 
xiiL If you do wel, to trufl wel of thy rulers, and if 
thou do euil, not to be without fere of their powers: 
for he beareth not ye fword without a caufe.^ Take 
hede therfore ye rulers, for gods fake, and pitie of the 
people, feyng yat god hath geuen you a fword, to cut 
of rotten cankred membres, for ye fafegard of ye 
hole body, knowing no canker to be fo dangerus as is 
rebellion in a comen welth : If ye finde one perfon m- 
fected with that canker, away with him, for ye iafe- 
gard of ye body of yathoufe. ' If one houfe be in- 
fected, away with it, for the lafegard of yat toune. If 
ye tonne be infected, awai with it, for ye fafegard of 
thecontrey. Yea, if afliyce or contrey be al poyfoned, 
away with it, for the pitie and iafegarde of the hole 
body of the comen welth. So ye fe that the (harper 
yat your fword is, and ye foner that ye ftrike rebellion, 
ye more pitie ye fliewfflieweye] in cutting awai the lefle, 
and Jauing ye more part and porcion of the people, 
being al of one body, of one realme and comen wdth. 
Cooiider that Chrifl. went from lerufalem vnto wilder- . 
nes, to draw ye gentle people from among ye llobom 
fcribes : and fo chriflen rulers mull now uedes deftx 
ye time to draw ye people yat be good and trufl 
well, from among this froward generacion, whiche of 
prefumcion loke to haue ordre taken as they require 
and appoint ye time, ye place, and ye t&ng. 
Wherfore ye yat be good quiet people bewaie oiE 
thefe bufi fclowes, and as this multitude which ou^ 
to be your ctaoiple, folowed chrifl into wildemes, fi 
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fblow you chriden rulers, gods officers, your chefe 
gouemers in england. And as thei dyd not mur- 
mour, faiing ; why fhal we fyt doime here in wilder- 
nes, being an infinit number wher no meat is, feing 
that in the cities where was more taeate, and lefle 
gathetynge of the people, we had neuer feail gyuen ot 
hym by his ApoHles ? 

^ So I fay, do not you grudge and faye : why ftiall we 
quiet our felues nowe, tniflynge to releefe, where wee 
fee nothyng, and were nothyng at all releeued when 
there was great plentye of landes, and goodes of 
Abbeyes, Cole[d]gies, and Chauotries? Do not mur- 
mouc fo vngodly, but fee that there bee no faulte in 
you, and ye flial fynde no lacke in God. Surely, ex- . 
cepte ye do fytte doune quietly, ye Ihali fooner pro- 
uoke Gods vengeaunce to your daranacion, then de- 
fenie any releefe of Gods offycers, to your confort 
Syt doune and be quiet, for the fame rulers and mini- 
fters are ordeyned of God, to feede you with plentye: 
whiche be comraaunded of God to piake you fyrfl. to 
fytte doune in ordre and quietnes.' Yea, and herke 
ali ye that be godlye Rulers: there was much graffe 
in the place. God had prouided much gralTe for theym 
that loked for no carpets: geuiug all godly gouernours 
example to prouyde thynges neceflarye for thofe people 
that loketh for no fuperfluities. 'but alas, here in Eng- 
land, fuperfluous gorgeous building is fo much prouided 
for ryche mens pleafures, that honcft. houfes do de- 
cay, where as labouryng men ought to haue neceffary 
lodgyng. It is a commen cullome with couetous iand- 
lordes, to lette their houfynge fo decaye, that the 
fermer fhalbe fa^e for a fmall rewarde or none at all, 
to gyue vp his leaffe, that "they takynge the groundes 
into their owne handes, may tume all to paflure: fo 
now Clde Fathers, poore Wydowes, and yong Chyl- 
■drer lye beggyug in the myrie ftretes.'-' 
N O mercyfull Lorde, what a numbre of Poore, Feble, 
Houlte, Blynd.e, Lame, fycklye, yea, with idle vaca- 
boundes, and diifemblyng kailySes mixt among th^m. 



lye and creepe, b^gyog in the myrie (Ireates of Lon- 
don and Weftminfter : 

Nowe f{>eakyiig in the befaatfe of thefe vile begger^ 
forafoiuche as I know that ye vUell perfoa vpon erth, 
is the Ihiely image oTalmighrre God, I wyl tell tlie[ei 
that an a noble man, a worlhiptul nian, an honeu 
welthye man, efpeciaSy it' thou be Maire, Shiiif, Aldei- 
tnan, baily, conflable or any fuch officer, it is to ihy 
great (hame afore the worlde, and to thy vtter danma- 
cion afore god. to fe thefe be^ng as thei vfe to do in 
the (Ireates. For there is neuer a one of thefe, but he 
lacketh eyther thy charitable almes [almofe] to relieue 
his neede, orels thy due correction to punylh bis (aute, 
A greatfynand aoJefle fliame is it for him that faith he 
is a chrihen man, to fee chrift lacke things neceflaty, 
and to bellow vpon the deuyl fuperfluofly. It is Chrift 
Iefu[s] hiinfelf that in the nedi doth fuffer hunger, thrift 
and colde. It is the deuil him feife, that in the wealthye 
fareth dientily, goeth gorgioufly, and vfeth fuperfluitye. 
Looke Malthewe the. ssv. and there Jhail ye fee ptayn- 
lye that it is Chrift which lacketh fufficient in tiie 
neadye : and therfore the deuyll beyng contrary to 
Chrift, contrariwife hath to much in the wealthye. 

You alfo that do proiiide that your cattoll dooe not 
longe tarye pynned in a folde where there is no gralTe, 
whye dooe you fuffer youre owne brethren in Chrift, 
withoute prouiQon to lye in the ftreaies, where is muche 
myer? Thefe fely fols [feelie foules] haue ben ne- 
glected throghout al England and efpecially in London 
and Weftminfter : But now I truft that a good ouer- 
feer, a godly Byftiop I meane, wyl fee that they in 
thefe two eyries, ftiall haue their neede releeued, and 
their faultes corrected, to the good enlaraple of »1 
other tonnes and cities. 

Take heede that there be much grafle to fytte vpon, 

there as ye commaund the people to fyt doune, that 

there be fufficient houfyng, and other prouiQon for the 

people there as ye commaunde them to be quiet. The 

' men iktte doune about fyuc ihoufaBdes in number. 



before tiie '^SH- 
tthey had not ben obedient to fyt doime, Chrifl 
wolde not haue ben liberal to haue gyuen theyra 
ineate. 

Meate was prouided for the Commens of Englande, 
and ready to haue ben dehuered : But when they were 
bydden to fyt doune in quietnes, they rofe vp by re- 
bellion, and haue loft, all the chere of that featl. Yet 
that notwithftandyng, I trufl that thofe whiche fat 
quietly in dede, (hall foone be fedde with plenlye, if 
tbey fytte ftyll, vntyll it may conueniently be difpofed. 
I pray God they may, I trull thei ftialL The Euan- 
gclifl. feyth that the men fatte, namyng neither women 
nor chyldren : how be it there was bothe women and 
chyldren, as appeareth in the other Euangelides. And 
men be here named only, bicaufe all women and chyl- 
dren dyd folowe the example, and obey the commaunde- 
njentof men, chyldren of their[the] fathers, and women 
of their hufbands. 

Let not therfore yaur wynes and chyldren, when 
they come abrode, be fo bolde openly, as to fay or do 
any thynges of them felfes, but as they haue example 
and commaundemenl of you. Nowe the multitude 
placed in quietnes : 

lefus toke the ioaues, and when he had gyuen 
thankes, he diuided them vnto his Difciples, and the 
Difciples vnto them that were fet doune : and likewyfe 
of the fyfhes, fo muche as they wolde. 

Here learne fyrll of Chrill, to take nothyng, be it 
neuer fo lytell, but with thankes rendered therfore 
vnto God : For of God furely thou haft receaued it, by 
what meffenger or meane fo euer thou came vnto it. 
Then fecondarily, learne at the ApoftJes to giue vnto 
other, that which the Lord hath gyuen vnto the, that 
thou mayfl. truly fay with the Apoftle Paul : Quod ac- 
cept a domino, hoc iradidi vobis-} That whiche I re- 
ceaued of the Lorde, haue I geuen vnto you. Be- 
ware that thou playe not the wycked feruaunt, which 
itepte his talent hyd, and not deliuered vnto any vfe, 
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ftjr thea it ftiaU be taken froni the, and thou (halte be 
^fle into vtter derkenelTe. 

* Now, to applye this miracle vnto this prefent time, 
time, the Kyngs Mageflye may learne at Chrifle, to ^ 
take of his fei-uantes, Prebendes, Benefices, Impro- 
petacions, and all maner of Offyces, that be not pre- 
fently occupyed and executed of a faythfull diligent 
oflycer : and after thankes geuen vnto God therfore, 
to delyuer them vnto his Counldl and NobilitiCj to be 
difpofed amongefl the people of his Realrae, which be 
in fuch hungre and lacke of faythfull offycers, and 
houfekepers, and godly preachers, that thei muft 
needes faint, excepte they be fone prouided for. 
And in this dillribucion of offyces and benefyces, 

I your Mageflye with your Counfell had nede to (lande 
and beholde the dealyng of your nobles, as Chrifl dyd 
of his Apoilles. For it is not vnlike but as there was 
amongefl. Chrifles Apoftles, fo wyll there be amongefl 
cuerye Chriflen Kynges Councellers and Nobles, fome 
ludas, whiche is to be tmfled no further than he can 
be feene. For in fyght ludas dothe as other of his 
felowes do : but beyng out of fyght, he folde his 
Maifler. And fo the mode couetous of them aJl, wyll 
be a frayde to do any thynge arayffe, if you loke vpon : 
but if yourbackes be turned, then wyll couetous ludas 
Jell dearely that which his liberall maifler gyueth freely. 
lis for example of late dayes, the Kynges Magelly that 
dead is, dyd gyue a Bcoefyce to be appropriate vnto 
tiie Vniueriitie of Cambridge, /n liberam ctpuram eiie- 
mofynam : As free and pure almes. How be it, his 
handes were fo vnpure, which fhuld haue deliuered it, 
that he receaued. vi. hundred poundes of the Vniuer- 
fitye for it Whether Ihat this. vi.C. pounds were con- 
ueied to the kings behoofe priuely for that Almes, 
which by playne writyng was giuen freely, orels put 
into fome ludas pouch, I wold it wer knowen. For 
II nowe, by fuche charitable Almes, the fcyng is flaundered, 

^^H the paryfli vndoneji'and the Vniuerfitye in worfe cafe 
^^ft thea it was afore. / 
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Pleafeth it your Mageftye, with your honorable 
Counfcll, for the reuerence of God, the pitie of the 
poore, and the godlye zele that ye haue to good lem- 
yng, heare what hath ben done in your tyme, 

CVour Magedie hath had gyuen, and receaued by 
Act of Parhament, Collegies, Chauntries, and guyldes 
for many good confideracions, and efpecially as ap- 
peareth in ye fame Act, for erecting of Grammer 
Icoles, to the educacion of youthe in vertue and godly- 
nea, to the fiirther augraentj'ng of the vniuerfyties, and 
better prroiiifion for the poore and needye. But nowe, 
many Grammer fcholes, and much charitable prouilion 
for the poore, be taken, folde, and made awaye, to the 
great flaunder of you and your lawes, to the vtler dif- 
conforte of the poore, to the greuous oflence of the 
people, to the mofl miferable drounynge of youthe in 
ignoraunce, and fore decaye of the VmuerQtiesT' 
• There was in the North countrey, ainougefl the 
nide people in knowledge (which be mofl. readye to 
fpende their lyues and goodes, in feruyng the li.yag at 
the bumyng of a Beacon) there was a Grammer fcbole 
founded, hauyng in the Vniuerfitie of Cambridge, of 
the lame foundacion. viii. fcholerihips, euer replenyfhed 
with the fcholers of chat fchole, which fcole is now folde, 
decayed, and lofte. Mo there be of lyke forte handled: 
But I recyte thys only, bicaufe I knowe that the fate 
of it was once flayed of charitie, and yet aftenvards 
broughte to paffe by bribrye, as I hearde fay, and be- 
leue it, bicaufe that it is only bribrye, that curt,oniablye 
ouercoraeth charitie:^ 

For Gods fake, you that be in auctlioricie,loke vponit. 

For if ye winke at fuche matters, God wyl fcoule 
[that is to faie, looke with anger vppon you] vpon 
you. Thinke not that I do burden you with more 
than that, which God by his ordynance, not with- 
out your willes and confentes, hath charged you with 
all For by whofe fau[l]t[e] or negligence fo euer 
it was, that things afore ^rae haue ben vncharitablye 
abufed, furelye it is youre charge, whiche be now in. 
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aucthoritie, to fe at this tjme all fuche thynges as yet 
remain out of ordre, rightouQy, fpedely, and charitably 
retireffei And as I do pcrcdae that the abufe of 
thefe thynges afore tyme, hath oflended God, troubled 
the common wealthe, and brought fome meD towardes 
fhame and confuftor. : So do I wylh, pray, and tnifte, 
that now the redreiTe of the fame, may be to Gods 
pleafare, the peoples oonforl, and to the honoi and 
ellablylhinent of theym that be in mofl hygh aucthoritie. 
NHeare theribre, and I wyll tell you -more : That 
were in fome ^wnes. vi. fonie. viii. and fome a dozen 
kyne, gyuen vnto a ilocke, for the reliefe of the pooK, 
and vfed in fuch wyfe, that the poore cotingers, wladi 
collide make any prouifion for fodder, bad ye mytkt 
for a very fmall hyre : and then the number ^ Hit 
ftocke referued, all maner of vaiies befydes, bothe the 
hyre of the mylke, and the pryces oT the yonge vcales, 
and olde fat wares, was difpofed to the reliefe of the 
poore, thefe be alio folde, taken, and made away. The 
Kyng beareth the (launder, the poore feelelh the lacke, 
but who hath the profit of fuche thynges, I can not tell: 
but well I wot, and all the worlde fayth, that the Ad 
of Parliament made by the Kynges Mageilye, and his 
Lords and Commens of the Parliament, for the mayn- 
tenaunce of leamyng, and reliefe of the poore, iMth 
fetued fome, as a mofl fyt ioibrument to robbe leam- 
yng, and to fpoyle the poore. If you that be now in 
aucthoritie do not loke vpon fuch thynges to redrelle 
them, God wyl loke vpon you, to reuenge theim. Heie 
haue I reherfed them, that the Kynges Mageftye, wMi 
you of his counfell maye leame, not onlye by the doc- 
trine and examples of fcripture, but alfo by experience 
in hia owne lande, to fee and confyder howe his baifr 
fytes, put into the handes of his nobles and officets, 
be difpofed and vfed amongeft his iaferioure people 

For if landed men and officeis, by keping of faoufe^ 
and doing of their dutyes in their countryes, do b& 
(lowe amongeft [emong] the people, all that theyhaiK 
receaued of God, by die V.^iig,es ^t, their fathen a>- 
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heritaunce, or other wayes : then (hall God giue fuch 
increafe, that eueiy man fhaU haue inough. 
■^ As Salomon, the. xi. of the Prouerbes tellifieth : 
Aiii diuuiuni propria, et ditiores Jiunt : aiii rapiunt non 
fita, ei/emper in egejlaiefunt -^ Some difpofe and gyue 
their owne, ajid become tycher and rycher : fome doo 
raueyn and fpoyie that which is not their owne, and 
be euer in lacke and neede. As ye fee in dailye ex- 
perience, thofe that do their owne dutyes in execut- 
ynge their offyces, and beflowe theire owne goodes in 
keepyng good houfes, haue euer fuche pleniye, that 
all other men meruayle from whence God fendeth it- 
And thofe that dooe no duties, nor keepe no houfes, 
but brybe in their offyces, and polle their tenauntes, 
take fo much, and haue fo lytell, that all men wunder 
how the deuyl thei wall it" 

Nothyng is more true than the gofpel : Date, et 
dabiiur vobis:^ Gyue and it /ball be gyuen vnto you. 
Giue plentifully vnto other, and God wyl gj-ue more 
plentye vnto you. For God wyll alwayes be afore 
hande, in giuynge good gyftes. For as appeareth in 
this gofpell, when the Apoilles had giuen vnto the 
people ib much good meate as they defyred, then 
iayeth the Euangelid : 

When thei were filled, lefus fayetli to his difciples : 
Gather vp the broken meates that remayn, fo that 
nothynge be lofl. They therfore gathered, and fylled 
.xii. bafkets ful with the broken meates remaining of 
that which they had eaten. 

"Here they gaue but. v. loaues and .ii. fyihes, and 
there was gyuen vnto ihem. xii. bafkets ful of meats. 

The Wydowe of Sareptha, gaue but one handfull of 
flowre, and a lytle oyle vnto Ellas, and had gyuen vnto 
her agayne fo muche as ferued her and her fonne, al the 
tyme of the greate droughte .iii. Re[gu]. xvii. Leame 
dierfore that couetous bribry and extorcion hath neuer 
ynough : and charitable liberalitie, euerhathe plentye. -J 
Here alfo maye ryche men leame, when and howe t( 
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lyll their (lorehoufes. Surelye,eiieiias theApodles dyd 
till their kilkettesjirhenthe peoplehaue[had] ynoughe, 
then by gaiheiyng vp that which els (houlde be loll. 
So dyd lufephe in E^ipt, fuffre no come to be loll in 
the ycares of plenty, but ftored it vp in bames, to n- 
licuc the people with, in ye tyme of liarth : Not as 
couitoiis caries do here in Englande furflall the ^la^ 
kcllcs, and b[u]ye corae at all tymes, to begynne and 
encrcafc a dearth. Bleffcd be they that fell, to nafe 
good cheapc. and curfed be they that b[u]ye, lo makeil 
deore. For Salomon (aj-eth, Prouerb. xi. Quiabfcond^ 
t, ma/eiktttir in populis : benedidia aultmfupff 
Wvmdenduui:' He that hydeth vp come, ihall be 
_. .,_iA ,«Jnongcft the people: But bleifyng be vpon 
4^eir heades, that fcil. 

Nowe, to teachc Chriften rulers their dutyes, in 
the example of Chriftes Apoftles: marke how the 
Apoflles dyd fytfl miniller vnlo the people, and than 
gathered vp for them felfes: teachyng therby all 
Chriden minivers, landelordes, offycers, and riileis, 
fyrile to minifter^-nto the people, euery one the dulye 
of his owne vocacion, afore they gather of the people, 
rentes, tythes, or fees> by the name and aucthoritie of 
that vocacion. ' thrt" «>» iak>raf, fayth [S] Paul, non mM- 
iiuat-.^ile chat doth not labour, (huld not eate. He 
that doth no worke, ibulde take no wages : he that 
dothe no dutyes, ihoutde take uo fees. Alas, this is 
Gods woorde, written in his wylle and Teilament, 
fealed with Chrirtes bloude, and yet the cuftomes and 

Ilawes of Englande be dame conlrarye/ For it \a& 
ben cutloraeably vfed, yea, and by lawes commaunded, 
to paye wages, tythes, and fees, although no laboufi 
no offyce, no dutye be done. Vea, although he be 
not a labourer, a pallor, or an offycer in dede, bat 
only by a pretenfed name, vnto whom thefe for the 
nwfl parte be payed. 
,-^ For he that hath the properties, and vfeth the trades 
of a (alfe thefe, and a cruell murtherer, can neuer be 
a fi/thJuIoffycer indeile, aVl\vo\\ilg^ he be fo named bf 
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I owne flalery, in the Patrons prefentacion, in the 
Bylhoppes induction, yea, and in the Kynges Patent, 
fealed with the brode Seale. I had nede to take heede 
howe that I fpeake openly agaynfl, any thyng in any 
mans Patent, fealed with the kings greate Seale: 
Muche more neede had you to take heede, how that 
ye do any thyng exprefledly agaynil Gods wyll and 
Teflament, fealed with Chrifles precious bloude. It 
Ib expreffedly agaynile Gods Teflament, to clothe a 
' Wolfe in a Lambes (kynne : to call a thefe, an officer : 
and a cruel murtherer, a charitable pallor ; to call euyU, 
\fy theiwneof good; and good, by the name ofeuylL 
Elaye. <; K(E gut didtis malum bonum : ' Wo be to you 
that cal euyl good. To you I (ay, which not only by 
layings, but alfo in writynges, do name and cal thieueSj^^ 
murtherers, and wolfes that be euyll, by the names of^ 
officers, pallors, and lambes, which be good. 1 doa< 
not only meane, Perfones, Prebendaries, and oth^ 
benefifed men, but alfo all maner of* officers, whid? 
haue wages, fees, or lyuynges, bicaufe you gyue thei 
fuche names, and not for that thei do fuche dutyes. 

Thefe be al Wolfes, and the names and tytles 
you gyue them, be notliyng els but Iheepe (kynneS. 
tiome faye, they wyl! take better heede here after, but 
that which is now pad, can not nowe be called backe, 
and amended. Yea, and it were great pitie, feeyng 
that they haue payed the fyrfl fmites vnto the Kynges 
Magellie, and no fmall reward vnto other men, per- 
chaunce bought their offices dearely, now to put them 
out of thofe liuyngs, with the lolFe of all thofe charges, 
whiche they haue bellowed in rewardes, as otherwayea 
to gette fuche liuynges. 

Wo, wo, wo vnlo you hipocrites that Rumble at i 
ftrawe, and leape oner a biocke, that flrayne out J 
gnat, and fwalowe vp a camell, that pitye more the 
lofTe of mens bribrye, which was geuen to corrupt 
fome men, than the treding vnder fote of Chrilles 
biood, which \yas fliead, to fane all men, that dot 
imagen it pitic to driue the theues, muitliereK 3 
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wolfes from araonged the lambes of God, redemed 
with Chritles precious blood, and committed vnto 
your gouemaunce and kepynge. 

As God (hal help me, I fpeake with feare, pitie, 
and reuerence ; if you do not rather puUe the fliepes 
Ikines ouer the wolfes eares, and hauge their carkafes 
vpon the pales, than fuffer theim to contynewe ftyU, 
God wyll plucke you doune with fome fodeyn mif- 
chief, rather than mainteyn or fuffer you in fo hygh 
aucthoritie, to vfe fuch vncharitable, vngodly, and 
cruel pitie. You knoive that fome of them haue 
bought their benefices, haue bought theJre ofiyces, 
than mud ye Dedes knowe, that eyther Chrift, is a 
Iyer, orels that they be entered in as iheeues, to 
fpoyle, murther, and to dellroye. 

If you fuffre theeues, murtherers, and wolfes, to 
take their plefures atnongeil Gods lambes, I tell you 
playn, God wyll not long fuffer you to be ye hed- 
fliepherds, and gouemors and feders of his lambes. 

And take hede you people, that on the other fyde 
ye runne not into an vntolierable ftobomes, deniing 
your rents, your tithes or other duties: for ye fcrip- 
tur forbiddetli you vtterly, to deny or withdraw any 
thing from them : thou art commaunded if he contend 
to take thi cloke, to giue him alfo thy cote. What fo 
euer is aftced, rather gyue more, than by denying of 
that, not to (hewe thy feife to be an innocent (heepe 
that gyueth his fleefe, but a noyfome Goat, that (Iryketh 
with the home. You are alwayes bounden to gyue 
the fleefe. ' It is magiflrates dutyes, to confyder and 
note, whetber they be theeues, or Ihepheardes, dogges, 
or wolfes that taketh the fleefe. Medle not with other 
mensdiityes, forif yedo, furely ye flialfynd no remedy, 
but prouoke vncolourable [vntolierable] vengeaunce. f 
•4 Now to retoume [tume] to our particular purpofe, 
let all theym that do receaue offices, landcs, power, 
or aucthoritie from God, by the kyngs gyfte, ot by other 
ineanes : Fyrfl, bellow and difpofe the dutyes of thofe 
.tbj^gs faythfaily amonge.^ the people, afore they gather 
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vp to them felues the reuenues amd commodities of 
the fame from the people. And then, when 
man can come to meat, but by doing of labour, 
nor none to receauynge of fees, but by doing of 
duties, furely euery man Ihal haiie as much aa he 
deferuetti, and no man Ihall lacke that which he 
needeth. 

For he, that by doyng of gi-eat duties defenieth the 
mode, by atteinynge the fees and rewardes due for the 
fame dutyes, Ihall haue the bell. And he that is in 
nede, hauing no trull to get any thyng by idleneffe, 
craft, or flattery, flialbe compelled to vfe that labour 
and boned exercife, whiche ihall relieue his nede fuf- 
fidently. Yea, by this mean no man fliall fpende his 
tyme in idleneffe, nor vfe no [any] labour or diligence, 
without due recompence. For nede (hall driue all men 
from flouthfull idleneffe, vnto labour and diligence : 
and where as no labour nor diligence lackelh his jud 
rewarde, there eviery labouryng and diligent man, (hal 
baue fuffident plenty. So ye fee how this doth coo- 
fequently enfue, that euery man (hall haue fufficient 
inough and plentie, where as men do fird difpofe and 
minifler, and giue according to their duties, and after- 
wards receiue, kepe and faue that which God doth 
fende as a rewarde, encreafed and augmented, for 
doyi^ of their dutyes. 

So dyd the Apodles, after the faythful diligent dif- 
pofyi^ of the, V. loaues and. il fyfhes, receyue and 
keepe their rewarde wonderfullye augmented, to re- 
plenilh and fyl. xii. balkets/ So God graunt, that all 
officers in Englande, may with fuch faithful diligence 
do their duties, yat it may pleafe God to giue to all 
the people fufficient enough, and vnto euery minif- 
ter, the, bafket of his honeft defire, heped vp by ye 

The men therefore feyng what a fygne Idus had 
done, fayd that this is ye Prophet, whiche cometh vnto 
[into] the world. This is euen he whom Moifes, tho 
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^^H law, and the praphetcs do teache, to be the 

^^H only fufiicient fauiour of ye world. Klolfes faiiog, 

^^B ye. xviii. of Deut A Prophet of thy nacion and of thy 

^^K brethren, lyke vnto me, Ihall the Lorde thy God myfe 

^^H vp vnto the, him (halt thou heare. The lawe, as a 

^^H tutouT, leadeth and biyngeth al men to this iauyour, 

^^V to receaue of him that perfection, which the law it 

^^^ fclfe lacketh. The Prophetes dyd tel long aiore of 

this lauiour, which is now comen in our tynae, afta 

their dayes. This was the peoples confeffion <rf 

Chrill, after that they were by fo great a miracle, fo 

plentifully fed. Chrill, ofte afore had wrought wffli- 

deifull miracles, difpuled learnedly, and preached 

plainly : but by all thofe meanes dyd he not fo mucht 

perfwade the people, and Wynne their heartes, as by 

this one miracle, in feedyngand cherilhing the people. 

Yea, and whofoeuer lifleth to mark thorow out all 

England, he fhall fee that a meane learned peribni. 

keping an houfe in his parylh, and kepynge of godly 

conucTfacion, ihal! perfwade and teach mo of his 

parifliioners with communkacion al one meale, tiian 

the bell, lemed doctor of diuinitie kepyng no hoafe, 

can perfwade or teache in his parifii by preaching a 

dofen folemne femions. 

Lykewyfe the gentle man that kepeth a good houfe, 
in his countrey, Ihall he in better credit with the 
people for his liberalitie, than the beil oratour or 
lawyer in England, for all his eloquence. I do not 
prayfe thofe men which hrybe and polle all the yeare 
to kepe riot in their houfes for a fortnyght, a moneth, 
or a quarter of a yeare ; But thofe I fe be loued, 
trulled, and obeyed, that accordynge to their habilitie, 
keepe good houfes continually. 

''And the chiefe caufe why the commens doo not 
loue, trull, nor obey the gentle meii and officers, i^ 
bicaufe the gentle men and officers buyld many feiyre 
houfes, and kepe few good houfes, haue plentye of 
eloquence to tell fayre tales, but vfe lytell faythfiill 
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diligence in doyng of their duties.' Wherfote, fende 
forth, and place in euery countrey godly preachers, 
we! difpofed perfons [Parfones], and faithfull diligent 
officers, of all fortes. Yea, but where Ihuld we now.j 
(ynd liuyngs for al thofe. 

For foth I do tell you : Out and away with the wilj 
foxes, the falfe flatteryng theeues, and the ' _ 

wolfes, and than fee how many loaues, how many 
oflyces, prebends, and benefices ye finde voyde, how 
many you haue amongeft your felues that your boye 
caiyeth, that your chapleyns, your feruauntes, and 
your houfeholde offycers haue, and let all thefe be 
brought forth ; and althoughe at the fyril fyght they 
(hall feeme to lytel!, and few to ferue fo great a 
Realme with fo nianye Ihyres, beyng all runne nowe 
out of ciuil ordre into rude wildemes. Yet, after 
equaldiuidyng and faithfull diligent miniilrynge of thefe 
[thofe] loaues and filhes, of thefe prebends, perfonages, 
and all kynde of o^ce[r]s amongefl. the people, God of 
his goodneffe fliall giue ftich encreafe vnto the people, 
hauynge therby fufficient plenty of Chrilles holy word, 
of good ciuil ordre, and of charitable relief, than there 
(halbe remainyog fo much tythes, ofiryng, rentes, fees, 
and rewards, as wyl fyl the xiL baflcets of the Apoftles, 
I meane the barnes, the houfes, and purfes of all fayth- 
fijll diligente minillers and officers. Then (hal this 
one acte perfwade and allure the herts of all EngliJh 
men more then all that euer was done afore: For 
when 6hey fhall fee, that by this Kyng and this Coun- 
fell, the wilye foxe of fuperflicion is vtterly hanyflied, 
the felfe theefe of flattery apprehended and taken, and 
the cruell wolfe of couetoufiiefle flayne, and hanged vp 
by the heeles, fo that the preachers, the perfons, the 
officers, and all maner of pallors reftored to their 
places, doo feede, cherifli, and kepe their flockes, 
which were afore pilled, fpoiled and deuoured : then 
Ihall they of herty courage, with one mynde, and one 
voyce confeffe and acknowledge, that there [this] ' 
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King fent from God, indued with the wyfdomeofSt,. 

mon, aod the faythfuU diligent ftoutneffe of Dauid his 

fether, now guyded by godiy counfell, to bring out of 

miferye, and profper in wellh vs the people 

of this his* Realme. 

Dixit Dominus. 

The Lord hath 

God graunt you grace to 

do it, with thankes and 

prayfe to hym 

for euer. 
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Ercy, grace, and peace from God 
the father almyghty, vnto your hon- 
ours, wyth my mofle humble and 
reuerente comendacions. 

The enemye of God and man 
alwayes fekyng lyke a rorynge lion 
whome he may deuoure, is much 
at al tymes, but then efpecially to 
lie taken hede vnto, when as he hym felf beyng tranf- 
formed into the aungeil of lyght, doth cloke the minif- 
ters of hys myfchiefe in a pretenfed (hew of godlines 
and veitue, fo that therby they be fuffered of ai men, 
and maynteined of many men, to worcke and brynge 
vnto pafle a deuillifhe dyforder, and ftiamefuU dyf- 
honeflye in a Chriflen commen wealth. 
—Wherefore, feynge that in thys realme preachers, 
officers, marchauntes, crafts men, labourers, and fuch 
lyke, be difplaced of their rournes, and dyfapoynted 
of theyr lyuinges by thofe whych through a pretenfed 
name, and outward apperance, feme to be neceffary 
and profytable miniders in a common wealthe (howbeit 
in theyr owne doynges may be euidently tryed and 
knowen for to be fpoylers and difturbers of any com- 
mon welth) furedly you of the kynges moll honom-able 
counfell, beyng the chefe maietlrats and rulers in this 
realme, had nede to be ware, drcumfpect and diligent, 
left that Salhan banylhyngal faithful Chriflians, whych 
(hould and wold proiiyde to helpe one an other, do fyl 
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this realme fill of crafty flatterers, whych can and 
deceyue, begyk, and fpoyie one anodier. 

Truly ther be no men more againil Chriil then thofe 
which by profelTion of Chriilen relygyon, and bearyng 
of a Chriilen name, doo rob Chryll of hys honor, and 
Chrifl.es minillers of theyr liuyngs: nor none more 
parilous enoemies vnto the kings inaiefly, and vnto this 
realme, then thofe whyche haue the names of Englifh- 
men, and the kyngs fubiects with ye condicions and 
maners of enemies, and traitors. 
■*■ Mofl. gracious good lordes and maiflers, for ypur 
reuerenl loue towaides God, and the kyng, for your 
charitable pytye of myferable fpoiled people, and fta 
the neceflary regarde of your owne honours, and the 
flate of thys realme, fe and confyder how thai ambi'' 
dous couetous men, do bye and fel, take and abufe 
perfonages, prebendes, offyces, fees, marchaundyfc, 
iermes, landes, and goodes, fo that prowlyng for theto 
felues, they be neither afrayde, nor afhamed to fpoile 
thys realme of preachyug of Gods gofpel, of iuilyce and 
equitie, of cheape and plenty, and of euery thynge 
that (hould faue, kepe, or pcotytte a commune wealth^ 

Wherfore mofl gracious good lordes, and niayftera, 
for the tender mercies of God in our Saniour lefiia 
Chrift, take hede that neyther feruaunte, nor frende, le- 
teyner, noryoure felues do deceyue you wyth flatteryC 
^ For feynge that ambirious couetous men do take, 
kepe, and enioye the roumes and lyuynges of eueiye 
mannes vocacion, bothe yoa and we be in farre nioie 
daunger, then yf blockehoufes and bulwarkes made and 
kepte of the kynges faythful fubiectes for the lauegarde 
of thys realme, were taken and abufed of fuche Scottes 
or Frenchemen, as makyng fpoyte for theyr owne pro- 
fit, would not fpare to dyfLroye thys realme. 

There is very manye rowmes and lyuynges, belong- 
ynge both vnto the ecclefiaflical myniflerye, and alfo 
vnto cyuyll policye, in the whyche be no fayethful fub- 
iectes, godlye diligente miniders and offycers, whidie 
•ijy doyage of theyr duties, doo feue, kepe and comforte 
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tie people : but couetous Idolatours, whych neglectyng 
iheyr dutyes, and takynge commodities, doo dyforder, 
fpoyle and dyftroye the people. 

Suerlye if there be any men that goo aboute to per- 
fwade the Kynges Mageftye, ot you of hys honourable 
Comicell, that thinges in thys realme f^r the mod parte 
be honourablye, godlye, or charytably reformed, they 
be but flaterers. 

For papillry is not liaoyflied out of Englande by 
pure rehgion, but oueminne, fuppreffed and kepte 
vnder within thys realme by couetous ambicion. Pa- 
piftrye abufed many thyngs, couetoufhesi hath dillroyed 
more: papiilry is fuperllicion, couetoulhes is Idolatry. 
Papiflrye afore tyme dyd obfcure the Kinges honour, 
and abufe the wealth of this realme, couetoufhes at 
thys tyme doth more abufe and decaye theym bothe, 
makynge the kynge bare, the people poore, and the 
realme miferable. 

The Kynges procedynges to be red in his lawes, 
Ilatutes, and Iniunccions be good and godly : but to be 
fene and knowen in the dedes and practifes of his 
officers, femauntes, and fubiectes, be vngodly, (hameful, 
wicked. For in tlieyr do)Tiges appeareth no retoum- 
jnge from euil vnto good, by a godly reformacion : 
but a procedyng from euyl vnto worfe, by an vnchari- 
table fpoyle, and deuyllylhe deftnicdon. 
"■ Landes and goodes be fpoyled: prouyfyon made for 
learning and pouerty, is deflroied. Ye knowe in whofe 
handes thys ryche fpoyle remaineth, then can ye not 
be ignoraunt by whofe meanes the wealth of this realme 
is fpoyled and decayed, '" 

If ye wyll haue a godlye reformacion effectuouflye to 
precede, trufle not the femauntes of Mammon, enne- 
myes vnto God, and traitomes vnto the kynge, and 
fpoylers of the people, wyththefettyng fortheofyourgod- 
lye lawes, (latutes and ordynaunces, which be moft con- 
trary vnto theyr couetous myndes, aad wycked dedes. 
■ Theyr myndes are alwayes euyll, and theyr dedes be 
well knowen, when as you geue frelye, or fuffer theym 
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by brybery to by vnto Lhcim felues authorytye : for fliw, 
bemg trailed to make better prouifion for the pore, to 
erect mo Gratnmer fchooles, to encreare and augment 
the vnyuerCties, and to fe the people taught louyngly, 
to reuerence, ferue, and obey God, the kyng, and you: 
they take prouifyon frome the poore, they fell awayc 
Grammer fcoles, tliey decai the vniueriities, and they 
vfe fuche pra.ctifes, as maketh God to be vnknowen, 
the kynge dyfobeyed, and you fufpected, hated, and 
enuyed of the people. ^ 

vTake thefe falfe flatterers whyche haue enryched 
them felues, makynge the kynge bare, and the people 
poore, reilore theyr landes and goodes vnto the kynge, 
iheyr rowmes and ofiyces vnto faythfull and tra.e offy- 
cers and miniflers : and then flial the kyng be enryched, 
the realme vnfpoyled, and the people delyuered from 
myferable captiuitie vnder cruel extorcioners, vnto an 
honefl lybertye vnder Godlye gouemoures, wh3^e 
fliall fo dyfpofe the hartes and rayndes of all people, 
that they wyllynglye fliaU be readye, not onlye to fiaOe 
the markettes wyth come, but alfo to ferue God and 
the kynge with landes and gooddes, bodyes and lyues, 
when and where fo euer you (hal comrnaunde it' 

Maruel not thoughe a faythfu! hearte, wyth humble 
obedyence and reuerente loue towardes the kysges 
Maieilye, and you of hys honourable Godly counfel, do 
barft [burfte] and ponre [put] foorthe a lamentable 
complaynte of greuous forrpwe conceyued in feeynge 
the kyng ihamefully begyled, you fore difliooored, and 
the wealthe of thys realme vtterly fpoyled. 

For menne dooe bye offyces vnto them felues, and 
landes from the kynge: and by the onlye fpoyle that 
is made in common olTyces and vpon the kynges 
landes, bothe thefe bargens be payed for, and further- 
more all fuch bargeyners wonderliiUye enryched, 

O mercyfull Lorde, what a griefe is it vnto a fayth- 
full harte, hauinge iuft occafyon to fufpecte, that you 
hcke fayih(u\ counfell to aduertyfe you of the gracious 
* workpige of the Lorde beynge Ood, aM aittie freyle 
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^TBIes of youre felues beynge menne, in all youre 

" doyngcs : for Gods grace woorkynge in you, caufeth 

j you to dooe honourable and Godlye feruyce to god, 

the kynge, and the common wealthe, when as ye caufe 

an vngodly byftiop to be depofed. And yet iliall God, 

the king, and the people be greiioufly offended, and 

I' youi honors and fowles fo ar indaungered, yf a bidiops 
landes or goodes be deuyded amongil you that be 
godlye magyfetrates to punyfh euyl doers, as Chrifles 
cote was deuyded amongeft. wycked foldyers, which 
dyd cruelly torment a righteous perfon. 
> Alas mod gracious reuerente Lordes and mayflers, 
I if ye vfe the feruyfe, or hear the aduyfe of falfe crafty 
I flatterers, ye (hall therewyth be fo blynded that ye can 
neyther perceyue by your felues, nor beleue when as ye 
\ be playnely and faythfully tokle, that nianyeof your owne 
doynges,commyngofmansfreyltye,dotendmuchevnto 
die difpleafure of God, dyfhonour of the kynge, and 
dyfcredyt of your felues, beyng moll contrarye to that 
reuerent zele and faythful loue towards God, the kyng, 
and the commen wealth, which zele and loue god of hya 
goodnes hath graffed in your hartes, and the deuyll by 
mannes freyl dedes couered in fylence or colored with 
prayfe of Satterers, Jaboreth to deface, peruert and 
deftroye, '^ 

As God whyche fearcheth the fecretes of mans hart, 
doth beare me recorde, I do fuppofe, and thynke that 
you dooe fo louynglye drede God, reuerence the kyng, 
and regarde this realme, and your owne honors, that 
beyng charged wyth the ouerfight and prouifion of 
caftels, holdes, and fortes, made and kept for the fafe- 
garde of thys realme, ye coulde not wyttyngly be hyred 
to fell one of them vnto the kynges ennemyes, for al 
the treafures in the world. And yet beyng craftelye 
deceyued wyth flattery, ye vfe a daungerous practyfe 
in very many of tliem. 

For ther be fome of them fclenderly affauted at 
certayne tymes of feble enemyes; and other contin- 
uaJIye befeged eyiJier wyth open foife or craftye con- 
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' ueyaunce of fearce, cruel, and perylous enemies. And 
now crafty flatterers whych haue once ferued for iheyr 
wages in tyme and place of the fclender affalte, dt» 
afterwardes requyre and perfwade you for that feruyft 
to geue them the fpoyle of other holdes remayning 
continuallye in more daunger. Truly Frenchmen and 
Scottesbebutfebleennemyes,and[yet]atcertaynelyme3 

ido fclenderly aflalt callels, towers, and fuch maner of 
holdes. The deuyl fektng lyke a roryng Lyon, whom 
he may deuoute, nyghte and day, wynter and fommer, 
wyth a wonderfiil forfe of wycked fpirites, doth cuer 
befyege byOiopryckes, (hyres, townes, and pariJhes. 

Yf ihefe places be not wel fumifhed with flout and 
true foldiers of bothe the fortes (I mfiane both officers 
in ciuyle polycy, and alfo Prelates in Ecclefiaflicall 
minifleiy) or if thofe fouldyers be vnprouided of neccf- 
faiy liuyngs and dewe wages, then muH the people 
nedes peryfhe and be deftroyed for theyr owne fynnra, 
and the bloud of theyr bodyes and foules requyred at 
your handes, whyche be charged and trulled of both 
God, and the king to prouide fouldiers to thofe places, 
and alfo wages and liuinges to mayntayne thofe fold- 
yers continually. 

How be it now'manye perfonages, benefyces, offyces, 
and fees be fold vnto couetous brybers for money, 
whych feke nothyng but the vantage of* extorcion, 
robbry and fpoyle, and fewe of them be freely giuen 
vnto faithful miniilers and officers for their woorthynea, 
which could and would by diligent doynge of their 
dutie, goueme, inflmct and cheryftie goddes people, 
the kynges fubiectes. 

And therefore nowe the mod part of men lackyng 
teachere and rulers, do without griefe of confcience, or 
feare of punilhment, abufe euery thynge vnto the mine 
and deflmccion, whyche God hath ordayned vnto the 
vpholdyng and increafe of a chrifliao commune wellh. 
•^s for example, now bying and fellyng is not vfed 
as a prouifion for good cheape and great plenty, but 
I Blade the mod occafyon of dearth and fcarfid^ 



Wealth and wyt be not ryghtly vfed vnto a common™ 
confortable profyt, but (hamcfully abufed vnto a 
wycked priuate gayne. Many offyces with authoritie 
be not duely difpoled vnto faithful worthy men nor 
to dooe good vnto other, but vnlawfuUye bought and 
folde amongefl couetous, ambicious men, to get gaynes 
vnto theim felues. So this realme is fpoyled, the kynge 
is made bare, and his faithful true fubiectes be maoy 
of ihem very poore; but crafti deceiuers, couetous 
EKtorcioDers, brybynge offyeers, and fuche falfe fiat- 
tCTCTs be wonderous rich and welthy.' 
<'Thefe Flatterers be wonders perilous felowes, hauynge 
UTO faces vnder one hoode. For they beare a face and 
Okw towardes the people, as though by Commyffion 
and conimaundement from you, there naufl bee more 
required and taken of the people then euer you dyd 
meane or thynke: And towardes you thei Ihewe an- 
other face femyng that fo much cannot be founde in 
anye mennes handes as mufL needes bee procured : but 
that therefore the kynges landes muH nedes be folde, 
whyche thei are redye to by for their owne auantage, 
wyth thofe goodes whyche they them felues haue in 
theyr owne handes, or rather wyth the fpoyle whych 
they intend to make vpon thofe landes. Thefe fiib- 
iects that be not a(hamed to procure vnto them felues 
fuch riches, that they maye be biers, and vnto their 
liege Lorde and kyng fuche nede, that he mufte be a 
feller of his landes. Thefe be in deede feruauntes 
vnto Mammon, enemies vnto god, traitores vnto the 
king, and difturbers of a common welth turning all 
your godly, wife and charitable deuyces for neceffary 
prouyfyon, vnto deuylilh deceytes, for to caufe and 
maynteyne vncharitabte fpoyles.' And furedly when 
as occafions do ferue for any men to practife theyr 
pleafures, manye men of al fortes, and of the loweft 
fort, the mofl part do Ihew them felues the worft in- 
fected wyth thys impyety, treafon, and rebellyon, the 
greuoufnes and daunger of the whyche wyth occafyons 
and meanes how to auoyd the fame, I preaching at 
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Failles Crofle the. xiiii. [fowertene] day of December lafl 
paA, dyd there openly declare vnto mine audience. 
And as I did then preach that Sermon as an exhorta- 
cion to moue the people, by the acknowledgyng, lament- 
yng and amendj-nge theyr owne fautes, to deferue and 
receyue the pardon of mercy offered vnto them of both 
god and the tyng, in thys longe pacient fufferaunce,fo do 
I nowe here offer vnto your honors, the fame Sermon as 
an earned complaynte, to procure of you that be 
Gods ofliycers, fpedyly correccion for them that refiife to 
heare, regarde, and obey Gods word. 

Be not dyfcouraged in thys matter, wyth your owne 
(reylty beyng greate, or w^ih the number of offenders, 
be)Tig manye. For it is not your worthynes, but 
Goddes grace, thai hath placed you in hygh authority, 
and in the fame aucthoritye not your owne powers and 
polycy, but the myght and nifdome of god, thai fo 
ilrenglhen and confynue you, that yf ye wyll be dyli- 
gent, ye (hall be made able to delyuer Gods people, 
the kynges fubiectes, oute of the handes of fucbe as 
be Gods and the fcynges ennemyes. 

I befeche the almyghtyeGod indue you wyth grace, 
that begynnyng wyth youre felues, ye may fpedely pro- 
cede vnto the neceffary and godly correccion of other 
mens fautes, fo that ye maye be ellablylhed in youre 
Towmes, and increafed in honor, to feme god and the 
kynge, prouiding for hys realme in holines and right- 
eoufnea al ye dales of your lyues. 
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lefus Chrijlits. 
C ^%t aracc of Hje fjoly gojst, procfUpng 
from ©oD \\)t falljtr, Iiu tijt mtctrcBBton 
anO nieanc of fitsu Cfjmt, so prtfiare 
sour ticrts, anti oyrii mn mouHj, tljat S 
mane Dcdarr, auD «f)rb)r, aitti lljat »ou 
maj)e Ijearr, bnarrBtanO, rcmrmbcr, ana 
practise fit goitr [lurng, Ijis ii'ucln tDortr 
as man be meat to tjia tjonour atitf glori 
anO to t>our souica ijeaitt) auD eomfoit. 

iJJOu Citiiiins of London, and all other 
that be here prefent marke, note, 
and remember what ye heare of me 
this day: for yf I Ihalllayorfpeake 
any thynge that is euyll, you mufte 
beare recorde againfl me of that 
euyl. But if I do preache well and 
truelye, then you Ihal! vnderllandc 
and knowe your felues to be in great daiinger of 
haynous treafon towards god and the kinges maielly 
of this realrae, which be by you fpoyled, and robbed: 
god of his glory, the kyng of hys honoure, and tlie 
realme of hys wealth. Howbeit the mercytuU goodnes 
of bothe god and the kyng hath fent me hydier thys 
daye, to proclanne a generall pardon, intendynge 
thereby to try out arid faue theim that haiie offended 
by fimple ignoraunce, becaufe the force of theyr 
myghty power is nowe readye and commynge vtterly 
to deflroye all other that continue in wylfuU ilobemes 
and rebellyous treafon. Wherefore afore the readynge 
of my commyffion, I wyll declare that piece of fcriptur 
whyche appoynted to be red in the churche as thys 
daye, wyll certyfye yoii that God by his fcriptures hath 
Ihcwed the kj-nge, wlio be hys fayethfuU feruauntes, 
and who be hys ennemyes. I'hys fcri^iture is wc'jUe.a. 
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in ye. iiii. Chapter of the firlle epiiUe of. S. Paule vnto 
the Corinthians. Sic nos a/limit homo ut mimflroi 
Chrijli, et difpmfaiores niiniflrorum \niyJleriorum\ del. etc} 
Filioli mei quos iterum parturio.'' Albeit I vfe not 
fcmpulouflye the fame termes, yet conuenyentlyfolowyng 
the maner and phrafe of fcrypture, I fay vnto you as 
Paule wryteth vnto the Galathyans: My deare diyldren 
of whom I trauell in byrthe agayne vntyll Chrifte be 
facy'oned in you, I would I now beyng wyth you 
myght chaunge my voyce, whychc heretofore I liaue 
vfed : declarynge by the worde of God, that you here 
in England whych wyll receyue no mercye, (hall feele 
fore vengeaunce, which wyll not be faued, (halbe 
deftroyd. Thys voyce vfed here afore of rae, nowe 
wold 1 tayne chaunge. For nowe airopov/iai ev vittv I 
doute I am pade hope and allraoofte in vtter dylpayre 
of you. Tell me you that throughe couetoufnes defyre 
the ryches and wealthe of thys world. Haue ye not 
heard how that he whych wold be a frend vnto die 
world is made an enemy vnto God, doethe not Paule I 
teacbe that couetoufnes is the roole of all euyl? Is it I 
not wrytlen that couetoufnes is Idolatry? Haue ye 
not red in the prophet Ezechiel howe that he whyche 
kepeth his Idolles, meanyng couetouiiiefl'e in hys hert, 
and commeth to hear gods word, doth therby prouoke 
gods vengeaunce to hys vtter defljuccion. Panic 
Jayth and teftifyetb that eviery man whiche is circunt 
cyfed, hath not profyt by Chriile, is gone quite from 
Chriil, is fallen from grace. I faye and teflyfye vnto 



you m the word of the Lorde, yat fo many of you as 



le couetous, haue no profit by the preachyng of gods 
word, the myniftracion of hys facraments and the feting 
forth of pure religion wythin the reaJme: no ye be 
dene from God framyng your felues vnlo the faiTion of 
thys worlde, ye can brynge forth no good frutes of 
charitable workes nourifhyng the rote of all euyli in 
^oure hartes, ye muil nedes prouoke the wrath and 
indignacion of god to your vXVei deft-iMevwYi-Mlvenas y 
'lepe the ydoll of couetoufcea ft-jW "m i(0\ite. -ra-jniRa ' 
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■be honoured ami ferued in al! your doinges, and yet 
pretend a zele and loue vnto the religion of Chryft in 
your workes and layinges. I woulde fayne haue had 
iuft occafion lo haue fpoken at thys tymc fuche thynges 
as myght haue bene confortable and pleafaunt for you 
to heare. 

But I mufle needes (hewe the caiires of gods wrath 
and indignacion kyndled agaynfle vs, Icall that thofe 
plages Ihould be afcribed vnto the word and rehgioo 
of Chr)^ fet foorthe amongell vs, whyche be procured 
by the wickednes of theym that feru)Tig couetous 
Mammon, haue forfaken, offended, and flaundered 
both Chrill, and ChriRes word and rehgion. No man 
can feme two raaflers, whye then dooe ye pretend that 
ye be the feniauntes of Chryll, feynge that ye wyll not 
foriake the feruyce of wycked Mammon? Yf ye be 
alhamed to be named, and afrayd to continue the 
wycked feruauntes of wycked mammon, now fliew and 
prone by youre ordinarye callyng, faythfull dealyng, 
and godly iudgement accordyng to thys example of 
Paule piaynly paynled and fet[tetl)] forthe in thys epifUe 
vnto the Corinthians, that ye be Cfariftes mynyflers, 
the feruauntes and difpofers of gods myfleries and 
treafures : for Paule (hewing hym felfe as a good 
example of Chrilles feruants, fayth ; Sic nos aftimet 
homo, ul tninijiros Chrijli. etc} So let a man elleme 
vs, as the mynillers of Chryfl., and the dyfpofers of the 
fecretes of god. No man can come vnto Chrifle lefu 
tobchys myniHer, excepie he be drawen of the father. 
The father draweth not by force vioientlye them that 
be ftuborne and frowarde, but by loue them that be 
gentyll, and come wyllyngly. For when the fatber 
flieweth in Chrylle forgeuenes of fyrmes, grace of 
amendement, iuflificacion, and euerlallyng lyfe, then 
thofe that make theim fad theim felues wyth the bande 
of loue bydefyre of the fame be drawen vnto Chryfl. 

As contrary wyfe when the deuytl fiieweth in 
flefhlyc lufles and worldly vanytyes, manye voluptuous 
pJeafuies, then they that theie -wyfti \ie tM2CK^eA.*s^ 
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delyted be drawen of the lemptour away from Chryft, 
Take hedf: therfore howe ye haiie entred irto religion, 
profeffed chryfle, and receyued the gofpell. For li 
ye be drawen byloue of mercy, grace and rygbteoulhes, 
ye come vmo Chryft: But by the defyre of ryches, 
wekh, and voluptuouihes, men he draiven and tyfed 
away from Chrifte, 

He therfore that by the profeffjon of Chrift, flie 
Mle of hys worde, the fauoure of the gofpell, feekefli 
couetous gayne, or a carnal liberty, furely he is a 
feniaunt of Mainmon, ennemy vnto Clirifte, and a 
fclaunderer of the gofpel. For he that wyll be the 
feniaunt of Chryfte, muft fdlow the example of Chrift, 
He that wyll fobwe Chrift in example of lyuyng, he 
miifte forlake hymfelfe, take hys croffe vpon hys backe 
dayly and folow Chrift. So Chriftes feniamit fhalbe 
deiiuered from the bondage of fynce, yat he may frely 
and wyllyngly contemnyng ye vanities of the worid, 
and mortifying ye lufts of ye flefli, feme chryft in 
beaiyng the crofle of paynful diligence, to do the duty 

But all thofe that delyte in a camall iibertye, or 
feeke vnlawfrill geynes, althoughe they be named 1 
Chryftians and fauourers of the gofpell, yet be they in 
dede not mynifters of Chrift, but ennemyes vnto 
Chrifte: not louers of the Gofpell but fdaunderers of ^ 
the Gofpell, not iuftyfied by liuelye faythe to be of ' 
that ryghteoufe forte for whofe fakes GOD fpareth 
and fauoureth a common wealthe, but deceyued with 
a dead fayth to be of that vngodlye forte, for whofe 
caufe God plageth and deftroyeth many a common 
wekh. And nowe vndoutedly be we in great miferies 
and daunger of deftniccion, for that we haue many 
that be hearers, readers, and talkers of Gods worde, 
and fewe or none that do walke and lyue accordyng 
to gods worde; we ought truly to efteme and take 
the_ym onlye to bemynyflers of Chrifte whyche for the 
' of mercy, grace, and lyghLuournes (hewed of the 
■ vnto theim in Chiin. do V^^V \iie \\ift«s til "awji 
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owne fleflie, dyfpyfe the vanytyes of the whole worlde, 
and forfakjTig theyr own pleafiires and commodities 
do take die croffe of paynfuU diligence and walke after 
Chrift in doynge of theyr dutyes. 

Ail other that haue the name and profeiTion of 
Chryfl without liuyng and conuerfacion accordynge 
therto, be fayned brethren, in feafles wyth ChriRen 
men to take parte of theyr good chere, vnclene fpots 
amongell honed company, feedyng theim felues without 
feare of god, clouds without any moiflure of gods 
grace, tolled aboute wyth concrarye wyndes of tlraunge 
doctryne, trees paffyng fommer tyme without any frutes 
of good workes, twyfe dead without felynge the 
corrupcion of fynne, or lokynge to be grafted in the 
Aocke of grace, yea rooted vp from amongell ye vynes 
of the Lord, wilde waues of the fea frothyng forth 
vnfliamefall brags, and wandryng flarres without 
conflancie in iudgement and opinion vnto whom the 
dungeon of darknes is ordeyned for euerlaflyng 
dampnacion. 

What maniell is it then thoughe the vengeaimce of 
God be poured forth amongs them of fiich iniquitie, yea 
and mod abundantly when as hys word playnely 
preached, is of theym mode wickedly abufed and diarae- 
fiilly (landered, whych fay: Lorde, Lorde, and do not 
as they be commaunded of the Lord. Wherfore lei vs 
fey: Non mbis domine, non nobis. Not vnto vs o Lord, 
not vnto vs, but vnto thy name geue glorye, not for 
that we by oure dedes haue deferued, but yat thy name 
O Chryde amonged vs chridians may be honored, 
pardon our fauts, amende our Hues, and indue vs with 
grace, that the lyghte of oure good workes afore men 
vpon the earthe, may caufe thee to be gloryfyed O 
Lorde in heauen. Dearlye beloucd in Chrifte for the 
tender mercycs of god, when as ye fe camall gofpellers, 
couetous ydolaters, greuyng youre confcienees, llaunder- 
ynge Chrideii religion, and damnynge theyr owne foules, 
do not of malyce conlempne difdayne and reuyle them, 
but of diarjiabJe pitye, lament, fo'covj, kb&. -^too^ Vk 
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theim, whyche blynded wyth ygnovaunce Snow not 
theim felues, deceyued wyth the deuyll, be drawen from 
Chri(le,coraforteandfaluacion,vntoeiierlaf\yiigedealhc 1 
and damnacion. Say and pray for them ; lordc ' 
fuffer not the enemye thus to lede into captiuitye owre 
felowes thy feruauntes, cure brethren thy chyldren, 
Chryft reftore viito lyberty them that you haft, redemed 
wythe thy precious blud, fo yat we may altogetbec 
diawen of ye father, receyued of the fonne, and gided 
of the holy goft., be minift.prs of Chryft in lifaer^ of 
the gofpell, delyuered from fynne frelye to delyte and J 
take pleafure in a godly conueriacion all the dayes of J 
our lyfe, Nowe let vs after thys takynge of the mynif- ■ 
terye of Chryfte, w[h]yich perteineth generally vnto all I 
chrifl-ians, fpeake of the dyfpofers of Gods mylleryes, n 
whereinwemaye confiderfeuerallyeuerymansvocadofi. 

Panle dyd dyfpofe the fecretes of God by the preat^ i 
ynge of the Gofpell, whych was euer fecrelly hydde from 
the wyttye, wyfe, and learned in the worlde. Other 
men in other vocacions mufl dyfpofe other treafures of 
God by other meanes. As the magift-rate by authorytye 
muft dyfpofe the punyihmente of vyce, and the mayn- 
tenaunce of vertue. 
-The rych man by liberalytye, mud dyfpofe rehefe 
and comforte vnto the poore and nedye. The Mar- 
chaunt by byinge and fellynge, and the craftes man by 
bis occupacion, mufte prouyde vnto the common wealthe 
of necel&rye wares, fufiyciente plentye. The landelorde 
bylettyng of fermes muft dyfpofe vnto the tenants necef- 
fitry lands, and houfes of an indifferent rente. Thehont 
bandmen by tyll)T3g of the ground and kepyngof cattel, 
muft. dyfpofe vnto theyr landlord es, dew rentes, and vnto 
them felues and other, both corne, and other vytals. ] 
So euerye man by doynge of hys dutye muft.e dyf- 1 
pofe vnto other that commodytye and benefyte, whidie ■ 
IS committed of god vnto iheym to be dyfpofed vnb^l 
other, by the faythful and diligent doyng of theyr dutyes.'^ 

TAe ireafures of the Lord be Ynmefurable, bis hart 
kfybei^U, ther can be thetefoieno\a.cis.ftaiQEn:i^sa\\'j'fc 
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people, yf hys Hewardes vnto whom the dyfpofmg of 
hys gyftes be committed, be true and faythfuU. Thys 
therfore laythe Paule, is requyred in a ileward, yat he 
be faythlull. Who thynkc ye, iayth Chria, is a faythe^ 
full and a wyfe Hewarde whom the Lorde fetteUi ouer 
hys houfeliolde to geue theira a due meafure of the 
wheate of neceffaiyes in tyme conuenyente? Blefled 
is that feruaunte whom the Lorde when he corameth, 
(hall fynde to doyng: verelye I faye vnto you that he 
wyl make him lord of all that euer he hath. Beholde 
the faythfulnes of the Lordes Ileward confyfleth in 
dylygente prouyd3Tige and myniflrynge vnto the Lordes 
tamylye anye fuche thynges as bee neceffary. The re- 
ward of fuch faythfulnes is to be put in trutl wyth all 
that his Lord and mailer hath. Then who can defyre a 
better mailer then the Lorde God or a hygher roume 
then a ilewardlTiyppe in the houfe of Chrifl> or a 
greater reward then to haue all the treafures of God 
whych be an hundred iblde paffynge any mans deferu- 
yng here, and furthermore euerlaClyng lyfe. O that 
men wold confyderthe goodnes of God, the worthines 
of their offices, the comfortable felowthyp of the houf- 
hold of Chrill, and the loyfuU rewarde of the croune 
of glory, and ib be faythiul flewardes and dyfj>ofers of 
the manyfold gyftes of God : And not being bleared 
and blynded wyth couetoufncffe, deferue to be cut of 
from the company of chriUlans, and to haue tbeyr 
porcion with hypocrits, wheras fhalbe waylyng and 
gnalhing at teeth. For that ye gredy worme gnawyng 
the confcience neuer dyeth, and the flamyngc fyre of 
vntollerable vengeaunce flialbe neuer quenched. 

brethren, God hath getien great plentye, and we 
in Englande fynde greate lacke i therfore the Auwards 
of God be vnfeythfuU. Who be gods flewardes? They 
that haue gods gyftes. Suerly no man hath all the 
gyfts of God, and euery man hath fome gyfts of God. 
Then if all thynges be lackyng, yet can no one man 
deferue all the blame, but euery man Ihall be found 
for that which is amySe, Sxx \adi. <A\is. &n»j. 
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Do ye perceyue that the kytie is eyther alWgefliEr 
ygnoraunte and blynd, or els hauyng knowledge to 
fpeake fayer, hath no learoynge to do well? ThHi 
fueriye the cleargye hath not ben faythfull in preich- 
yng of gods word eaniedly, in fefon and out of feafoa 
to reproue, befech and blame, in all pacience and 
token, or dyfcyplyne. Do ye fee the deargye hath not 
wherwiihall to mayntayne leamyng, to relieue the pore, 
to kepe horpytalytye,and too fyndetheymfelues? Then 
trewly hath not the layitye fufficientlye prouyded that 
they whyche preache the Gofpell, Ihould lyiie oi 
Golpell, and that they whyche fowe fpirituall treafufes, 
myght repe corporall necefiraiyes/ 
" Do ye fee yat they which be in authoritye haue not 
ben regarded and obedientli ferued? Then ye 
mon people haue not done theyr dutyes, dyfobeying 
any man placed in authoryty by gods ordynaunce. " 
ye fe the people haue hadde iniuries and yet theyr 
complaintes neglygentlye heard and long delayed? 
then haue the higher powers omytted ryghteoufnes 
iudgement, whiche wyl be required at theyr handes of 
the Lord," 

Do ye fe that in all maner of thinges ther* is fome 
lack of that whyche is very neceflarye ? Then be ye 
fure that all maner of men do leaue or myfufe fome 
parte of theyr dntye. Quis potejl dicere ; mundum ^ 
cor meiim, purus fum a peccato> 

No manne canne fay : my hert is cleane, I am pure 
wythout fautes. Therefore feynge that we be all gyltye, 
Lette vs not enuye, grudge, or dyfdayne one an otheA 
feultes, but euery one acknowledge, lament, and mende 
hys owne fautes. 

Do not triumphe and be glad-wben ye perceyue that 
other mens fautes be noted or rebuked, but be moofle 
certayne and fuer, that excepte ye fpedelye repcnte 
and amende, ye (hall euerye one be lykewyfe feiued 
If ye haue not thofe fame faultes whyche ye hearc by 
the preacher noted and rebuked, yet yf you take plea- 
£]re and be glad to heate other mcii?. evL'jX^^^ae.tBis 
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lliat euen that pleafure t^kyng is a faute, whyche God 
hateth aiid wyll punylh. 

Therefore when ye heare anye mannes fautes fpoken 
ot; be forje for theim, and take hede to your felues ; 
fo (hall you thereby gette good and they haue no hanne. 
If ye fo do at thys tyme, I may the more boldely ex- 
amyne and trye die faythfulnes of fome ftewardes and 
difpofers of Gods gyftes. 

And for the better tryall and affurance[s] of theyrfy- 
delytie I note two thynges to be requyred : fyrfte that a 
ftewarde or difpofer be, Qarm canjlituii dominiis, whom 
the Lord alTigneth and maketh: and fecondarily, Vl 
(to cibum in tempore^ that he vfe to fede and cheryche, 
and not to deuoure and hurte theim of the lordes fa- 
milye. For tlie fyrfle parte, it is to be noted, that 
euery man in the tyme of hys admyffion, when he (hall 
be put into hys offyce, is fet on the hyll of confydera- 
cion and aduyfetnent: where as the Lorde Chrid to 
thofe whyche he admitteth, flie^veth that the harueft is 
greate, the laborers be fewe, greate paynes mude be 
taken that muche good may be done: vyle rebukes 
and greuous affliccions here to be fuffered, be thejygnes 
and tokens of great rewardes in heauen for theym pre- 
pared. The enneray ot Chrift Satan vnto thofe whyth 
he would dece>-ue Iheweth all the glory of the worlde, 
promyfyng to geue it a rewarde prefentiy vnto all them 
that wyi worlhyp hym fallyng downe at hys feeie, in 
flattery, crafte, and iniquitye. 

Chrille the Lorde indueth wyth wyil and babilytye to 
take paynes to do good, thofe whych he bryngeth in at 
the dore to be (hepherdes of the folde and ilewardes of the 
houfe : the deuyll the ennemyof ChryJl doketh [clothed] 
in fhepe Ikynnes of fotemne tides to gette gaynes, thofe 
whyche he conueyeth not in at the dore, but ouer an 
other wave to dyftroye the flocte, and robbe the houfe. 

^ Therfore yf thyroume be benefyce,prebende,offyceOT 
anthorytie in a chriilen comminaltye wythin Gods lioufe, 
and yf thou be brought in at the doore of ordynarye 
and lawefull callynge, by paynefull dyligence to do 
^ood, llioii nlaye/lbeafaytWv.\\\ft.e"«3.'ii^;^a"C»3^.■'$iiEfc■- 
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but yf thwu be broughte in ouer and befydes aU oi^ 
Daiye and laufull oillynge, by couetous ambycyon W 
get gaynes, then mull thou nedes be a thefe and i 
robber: for Chryfle whyche fo layth caii be no Iyer. 
I meane yf thou by money or fiyndfhyp haue boughte 
eyther benefyce or ofiycc, thou canll not be of Chriftes 
iniUtudon, but of the Dyuylles intnilion, not a. fayetb- 
fiil dj-fpofer, but a theuylli extorcioner of Gods gyfB, 
For Chriil fayth playnely that he whyche enterelh IKS 
in at the doore, but clymeth ouer an other way, is a 
tbefe and a robber, and the thele commeth not but to 
fteale, murther, and to deflioy. 

The doore whyche is Chride hym felfe. can neua 
be entred in at by eyther frendlhyp or money. 

Sum perauenture wyl be offended not becaule I 
fpeake againA ihe biinge of benefices, whyche be fjnri- 
tuoll charges, but for that I atfo include the bying and fd- 
lynge of off\-ces, whjxh as they laye, be temporal! promo- 
cions. As for benefyces ye knowe fo well, that 1 neede 
not to Uaxui about the declaiacion or profe in theym. 

No, I ani fure that ye perceyue howe that thiougfa 
ihe abufe of one benefyce, die Deuyll ofte tymes is furt 
to haue many foules. 

Fyrlle the patron for hys prefentacion, then the 
Bylhoppe for admiffion, the peribn for hys raworthy- 
nclTe, and a greate manye of the paiylhe that be 1(A 
for lacke of a good Perfons dutye. 

' But now as concemyng the biynge of oETyces, to 
come thereby vnto the roume of an auditour, SurueioHT, 
Chauncclloure, or an)'e fuche lyke, furelye no man wytl 
attempt it, but he whyche is fo couetoufe and am^ 
cioutre that he dooeth ney ther dread God nor loue man. 
Whereof commeth the byinge of oflyces but of couetout 
nes ? howe then canne that be a good fhiyte wl^che 
fpryngeth outc of the roote of all euyil ? Is not euerye 
Chiyllen common wealthe the folde of ChriRes fhepe, 
the houfe of hys famylye ? be not then all oflycets in 
a Chiyllen common wealthe named by Goddes wooide 
jfieppe/ierdcs of the foVd, a»d llewaides of the famylye 
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^S Chryfle? O Loirde what (TiaU wee then faye to ex- 
cufe theim that by and fel offyces wythyn Englaod ? 
Shall we fay thofe offyces be no roumes and places 
ordeyned of god for hys faythefull ftewardes, therein to 
dyfpofe hys treafures and benefytes ? or that the vile 
flaues of wycked Mammon for their brybeiy may law- 
fully be promoted vnto thofe roumes «'hyche be or- 
deyned of God to hys holy feruauntes for theyr fydely- 
tye ? If we faye that the offyces be not meete for Gods 
feruauntes, then we confes that the offycers whyche be 
in theim be gods ennemyes. If we faye that they be 
ordeyned for the fayethfuU feruauntes of god, how canwe 
thynke that they maye be brought [bought] vnto the bryb- 
ynge feruauntes of wycked mammon ? Lette vs not 
feeke excufes to cloke fytine, no let euerye manne be 
• knowen to be a iyer and fpecyailye, they that fay : One 
manne caji ferue twoo mayllers. Mammon in geuynge 
or takynge of brybes, and G O D in faythful! dooynge of 
duty. Let god be iuflifyed when ye fynde hys worde 
tnie, whyche plainly affyrmeth that they whyche clyme 

I into a common offyce of Chryfles fold by the help 
of Mammon in at the wj-ndowe of bryberye be theues 
and robbers, commyng to fleal, murder and defl.roye. 

that no man in thys faute wer gilty, then myght I 
be fure yat no man wold be offended. But and yf any 
man be greued becaufe hys fore is touched, Set hym 
remember the fayinge of the wyfe man: Meliorafunt 
uulnera diligentis, quam frauduleiila ofcula odienlii-y 
flie woundes of the louer be better then the deceyte- 
full kyifes of the hater. For the woundes whyche the 
frinde openeth, be to hele olde fores; and the dyfceyt- 
fiill kyffes of the ennemyes be to make newe woundes. 
I fpeake playnelye to open the wounde, to roote oute 
and heale the dyfeafe of couetoulnes, whyche wold be 
to the wounded and to euery man, comfort They 
that by flattery do couer, kyfTe, and playiler this decpe 
wounde, do fceke their owne gayne to the vtter damp- 
nacyon of the wounded, and to good mennes greate 
griefe, yea and to the greate dyfqiiyetinge of a com- 
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mune \selth : makyngt no dyfTerence betwixt the Lords 
feruauntes, and the Lords enemyes. Forwythout dout, 
JVen eji qutm eonjlituit dominus. 

He is none of the Lordes appoyntmcnte or admyt 
fion, whyche entereth in to an offyce by brybyng, 
Monye, or fiatterynge frendeihyp. Byinge of an offyce 
H an euydente token of vnfayethfulnes. He that is once 
fcnowen by that token and marke, flioulde be thnift out 
of the Lordes foulde, Nefuretur, madet, ftpcrdal^ leafle 
tiiat he robbe, kyll, and deftroye. But nowe by the 
feconde note to try whether that the fteward and dyf 
pofer of goddes treafurcs be faythfuU or not, fe whedier 
that he be a feder or deuourer. He that fedetb, ia 
feyethfidl: he that deuoureth, is vnfaythefulL wW 
doeth he whyche is vnfaythefuU ? deuoure goddes 
fhepe, Chriften people, the kynges fubiecles; A daun- 
gerous matter, whiche if it be fpoken of, wyl prOCUR 
dyfpleafure: and yf it be not remedyed, wyll procme 
Goddes vengeaunce. Siirelye brethren, 1 thyncke God 
would neuer haue caufed me to haue meddeled w3rtil 
thys daungerous matter, but that he wyll gene ine 
grace more pacyentlye to fuffer the loffe of myne owue 
lyfe, then the damnacyon of your foiiles. 

For yf I lofe my lyfe here, I (hali fynde it in heaaen. 
But yf you be dampned, and I beynge a wutchemas, 
and feinge your dampnacyon comming, do not 
warning, you flial be taken in youre owne fynnes, and 
your blonde requyred at my hands. If I geue wamyi^ 
and you take hede, gods indignacion fhalbe appeafed, 
and bothe we faued. Therefore I beynge a watche 
and by the lyghte of goddes worde fpying that the 
abominacion of ydolacrous couetoufnes haihe kyndled 
the indygnacyon of God to confiime and dellroye flie 
people of thys realme, doo crye out agaynll Englatide 
by the voyce of the Prophete : Abiecerunt legem dommi^ 
they haue call awaye the lawe of the lorde, euery one 
framyng hym felfe vnto the fafhyon of thys world- 
elapiiiim /aruti Ifraell Olafphemaiieruni.' They haue 
bld/pbemed the word of the holy one of Ifraell, by 
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theyr abominable lyuyng. /i£eo incenfus ejl furor 
domini in populum fuum:^ therefore is ihe indigna- 
cion of God kindled againil his people. Therefore 
doth all runoe at fyxe and feuen, from euell vnto 
WOTfe; therefore doeth goddes worde take no place to 
do good, but is vnthankefully refufed, whyche caufeth 
more harm. Is gods word receyued in Englande be- 
caufe it is playnlye preache and Caughte, or refufed and 
forlaken becaufe it is not obeyed and folowed? Be we 
in better cafe then we haue ben afore tyrae becaufe 
papifljy amongefl. vs is kept vnder, or els worfe then 
cuerwe were becaufe couetouihes raygneth at lybertye? 
That whych papyilry abufed, hath not couetou&ies 
deIlroy[ejd? is not papiilryfuperfticion, and couetouihes 
ydolatrye? Then I befech yoii be not we well amended 
yat be come from abufyng to dellroying, &om fuper- 
(licion to idolatry? ^And hath not God geiien vnto vs 
at the banylliyng of fuperflicion, comfortable plenty pf 
his holy worde, and by the fuppreflyng of abbeyes 
excedynge aboiindaunce of all maner of landes, ryches, 
and treafures? And nowe wliere is it all become? 
Surelye it is muche fpent, wafted and loft by euyl 
officers, vnfaithiiil difpofers, whiclie be in dede de- 
Uoiirers. Se therefore howe ye haue ofiended god, 
bcgyled the kyng, fpoyled the realme, and indaungered 
your felues to be accufed, condemned, and fuffer as 
moft vyle haynous traytours to God, the kyng, and to 
ye common welth. ^'Wherfore whyles ye haue l^me, 
' hefoieyche condemned,Saa-i^£a/e/acrifia'um iii/?ilue,^ 
fperate in domino.^ Offer a Ikcrifyce of ryghteoufnes, 
making reftitudon of yat whych ye haue wroagfullye 
gotten: then inifte in the Lord, and he wyll (hew 
mercy, prouydynge you pardon and fafegarde, vnto 
euerye mannes comforte. Here I namynge no man, 
do meane almoft euery man: for euery man hath fome 
treafures of the lords to dyfpofe, and none is fo fayth- 
fiill that he maye be able to ftande vnto the tiyall, 
entryng wyth the Lorde into iudgemente. Therefore I 
aduertife both mynifters of the clergye, o'S^cexs. in. 
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authoritye, and other people of euerye degre, to ao 
knowledge theyr faultes, and make redinicion to ye 
vttermofl of theyr power. Firft vnlo the clergy, I 
fay: there is none of you al hauing fo much leamingE, 
wytt, and dylygence, as is poffyble to be in one man, 
that can do more then one mans duty: why then do 
ye take and keepe, fome foure or fytie mens lyuynges? 
I do not thyncke that euety man is worthy blame that 
hath a great lyuynge, nor to be prayfed that hath a 
litle lyuyng. For as God hath geuen fome more excel- 
lent gyftes of leamynge, wytte and polycy, fo halhe he 
prouyded for the fame better lyuynge with hygher 
authority: howbeit no man may promote Hym felfe 10 
procede from a meane lyuyng vnto a better, ^uia h 
jibiftiimet honorem, for no man may preferre hym Wfe 
vnto honoure, nifi qui a deo vocains ejt^ but he whyche 
for hys fydelytie in a lytic, is called of God to be 
traded wyth more. But it is not a good refon to lay 
that becaufe an honell man for hys fydelyty is called 
of God from the lefle vnto the more, therefore a cone- 
tous mannc throughe gredynes, maye kepe lefle aad 
take more, and fo loyne thre or foure of theim together 
to make dyuers paryfhes in dyuers ftiyres, all one voasA J 
lyuynge. --The Prophete cryeth: ua twbis qui amiiM- | 

vnto you that yoine [ioyne] houfe to houfeand knytfyeW 1 
vnto iyide. What reherfeth he no more but houfes 
and fyeldes? No, for ther was neuer fuch abomina- 
cion in the prophetes times as to ioyne paryfhe to 
paryfli, prebend to benefyces, and Deaniyes thLo 
knyghtes landes. I pray God that fome of theim yf J 
they be worthy men in wyfdome, leamynge and iudge- 1 
mente, may be promoted vnto worthy roumes, and I 
that thofe meaner lyuynges whiche they haue heaped ' 
together to fyll one purfe, beynge fo far dyftante in 
place and condicions ■ that they can neuer bee wcU 
fenied of one mannes dutye, may be deuyded and 
dyfpoieA vnto meaner men: whych beyng more fitte 
J&f thefe J/uynges, maye do laote ?,ooi -w^V^tv t.Vieym. ' 



at 3p8ii(cd aoat. 115 

I heare fome compkyne and faye that all thynges 
bee nowe fo chargeable that one benefyce is not able 
to fynd one [an] honeil man. And yf ye enquyre of the 
iame man whome they kepe and fynd in theyr bene- 
fyce they theim felues beyng abfent, they wyll iay a 
learned curate, and a dyligent farmer bodi honed 
memie. O wycked worldlings condemned by your 
owne words. The whole benefice yf you fliuld ther- 
■wyth be content ly[u]ing vpon it, and loke for no more, 
wolde not fynde one man. 

But when ye haue gotten other promotions befydes 
that, to lye in anotlier place from it, then a finall por- 
cyon of it doth ferue two honed menne whyche ye 
leaue in youre abfence. Herke you that haue three 
or foore benefyces. 1 wyll fay the bed for you that 
can be fpoken : Thou lyed al wayes at one of thy bene- 
fyces, thou arte abfente alwayes from three of thy 
benefyces: thou kepeft a good houfe at one of thy 
benefyces, thou keped no houfe at three of thy bene- 
fyces, thou doed thy deutye at one of thy benefyces, 
thou doed no dutye at thre of thy benefices. 'JTiou 
femed to be a good manne in one place, and in dede 
thou arte founde noughte in thre places. Wo be vntoo 
you worle then Scrybes and Pharifeis Hypoctytes, 
whyche Ihut vp the kyngedome of heauen afore menne, 
kepynge the paiyflie fo that neyther you enter in your 
felfe, neyther fuffet them that would enter in and do 
theyr dewtye, to haue your roumes and commodities. 
Woo be vnto you dummc Dogges, choked wyth bene- 
fyces, fo that ye be not able to open your mouthes to 
barcke agaynde pluralytyes, improperacions, hying of 
voufons, nor againft anye euyll abufe of the cleargies 
lyuynges. No, for you" yowrc felues myghte go a 
beggynge yf liuynges that be ordeyned for the cleargy 
wer not abiifed, but redored and bedowed vpon theym 
onelye that doeih the cleatgyes dewtye. ■* Therefore 
you be the inuenters and procurers of vngodlye Hat- 
utes, and deuelyfhe deuyfes, to gyue Lordes chaplaynes 
whyche oughte to lyue vpon theyi TOa.ft.ft"R. -^^lysi. 
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authorytfe to lyue vpon the fpoyle of dyuers paiyllKS, 
Ati enibffceniiam uejlratn dico} I fpeake to make you 
aihamed of youre felues. If genlylmeime that bt 
lordes fernauntes inj^te obtayne of the kynge and hjs 
counfel placanies or wanantes to kepe a ftandyng vpon 
Ihoters hyli, Salesbury playne, or in any theuyflie place, 
to take mens purfes by the way, Ihouid not thys be 
robbery and ihamfull abhominadon to be mayntayned 
by lawes, Hatutes and authority? What Ihold ayonge 
gendeman be aihamed to robbe one lych mans purfe 
of forty fbyllinges once in hy^ lyfe? and an aundcDl 
prelate not once bhiihe whyche n»bbeih diuers pore 
paryihes of forty pounds yerely al the dayes of hys 
iyfe. You pellilent prelates whyche by flattery poyfon 
the hygh powers of authorytye, be ye neylher afrayed 
nor aihamed to make the Kynges maicllye, his lawes 
and your lordes and maflers whych (huld be the 
miniiler^ of iudice and equitye, to bee the defenders 
and mayneteyners of your vngodly robbery. '.Your 
example and flattery hath caufed the great men and 
ryche men to take to theim felues the vauntage afid 
profyles, and geue vnto their chyldren being igniK- , 
aunte babes, the names and tytles of Perfonnage^ J 
Prebendes, Archedeaconryes, and of all manner ^M 
olfyces. For euen afwell may the Lorde that canno^l 
as the Doctoure that wyll not do his dutye, take the ] 
profites to hymfelf, and leaue a hyrelyng ™to thcl 
parylh: and yet both be noughte. O that it wotlldefl 
pieafe God to open the eyes of the hygher powers bXhi 
perceyue what good doctryne, nay what deiiylylhe^ 
dyforder is taught by theim that be double and tiyple 
benefyced- For theyr example teachetli, and theyre 
preachyng can neuer difwade, to fet and ordeyne rydie 
robbers and ignoraunt teachers ouer the Chtyften 
congregacion, goddes people, the kynges fubiectes: 
yea and as for cyuyll order in all offyces, ambidous 
couetous men learnyng at theim, take the foleropne 
tytles and good fees vnto them felues, and leaue their 
dutyes vnto other, fo to be ne^ecXai axA^b^i&ii, ag \ 
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caufeth al difcord and difobedyence. For whoe but 
offycersfiiuldfet good order, and make quietnes? And 
bow can he fet [fee] anygood order, whyche placeth hym 
felfe in ten mens roumes? or make other to be <]uyet 
wyth nothynge, that wyll neuer quyet hym felie v/yth 
any one liuyngeP Yea how canne he be but a maker 
of bufynes yat thrufteth many menne oute of theyr 
lyuynges? But for all ihys the flatterer wyl lay that 
there is a great number of them that hath many mens 
lyuynges in theyr handes, whych do much good wyth 
them, yea and be liberal! gentlemen, very good oflicers 
and godly preachers. But wotte ye what the fcripture 
iayth : they be Canes impitdentifftmi, tiefcientes faturi- 
tatan} Vnlhamefafte dogges, knowynge no meafurc 
of gredye gettynge. ' 

Derdinqueniei redam uiam errauerunl feaili uiam 
Baalamfilii Bofor,'' Leauyng the ryghte way of proced- 
ynge vnto greate fees by faythfuil diligence in doynge 
worthye dutyes, do flraye in couetoulhes, folowyng 
Balaam the fon of Bofor. Leauynge [Louyng] the 
rewarde of curfed in [and] wycked aafte, O take heede of 
Baalam you that loue the rewarde of iniquitye, a 
reward for curfyng the people, whome god would haue 
bleffed. A fee for kepyng diofe offyces vnto your 
felues whych god amongft ye people wold haue 
executed. Can ye fay any more for your felues then 
Balam dyd? Si dederat mihi Balaam domuin fuam, 
plenam argmli et auri} If Balaac wold geue vnto me 
hys houfe full of fyluer and gold, I cannot change the 
word of the lorde my God, to fpeake more or les. 
Can ye do any better in the fight of the world then 
Balaam did vpon the hylles, euen as the lord dyd 
commaunde hym and none othenvyfe ? and yet 
louynge the reward of iniquitye bejmg a Prophet, 
was rebuked of a bruyt bead ; as you beyng wyfe men 
ought to leame at a folylh Affe not to ouerburden and 
lode your felues with far more then ye ar able to beare. 
Suerlye it is an vngodly and wycked defyre of you, to 
loke for a rewarde both of god for doyng" of" your" duty 
andaXfo of Mammon for iakytige\^Q'tt'j'»i^'i"nf™sit. 
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then eucT ye be able for lo dyfcharge. Balaam foi^ht 
howe too get thanckes of God and a rewarde of Balaac, 
and in fo doyng he lofl the (auouie of God, the rewarde 
of Balaac, and caufed the people too fyone, fo that the 
vcngeaunce of God dydde fore plague the lihielites, 
and vtlerly deftroyed BaaJam and Balaac, and al theyr 
fort. And when as you by heapynge of lyuynges 
togethei, do feke to gette the welthe of the world, and 
alfo the fauour of god by pretendynge to do fo manye 
dutyes as no man is able to performe, ye lofe the feuor 
of god, and ye (hal be deceyued of the worlde, and 
bryng fuch iniquity amongefl. ye people as (hall 
prouoke ye indignacion of god to piage theym, and to 
diftroy you. O for the tender mercies of god in oure 
Giuiouro lefu Chrille, altliough I nillie and fret your 
legges vpon the hedge and pales of gods veneyMdc, 
and fpeake playnely beinge but a very affe in com- 
paryfon of your wyfdome, comij-nge, and experience, 
yet I befech you dere brethren be affured yat I fpeake not 
of malyce but of pyty, not of enuy, but cf feare : for I 
fe euydently the auugell of the Lorde with a fworde of 
vcngeaunce redye to deftroye you yf ye doo not Ilaye, 
but procede in ihys vngodlye way: Se and behold, N^ 
amurrfi fuiritis, gladiumfuum acuit, armmfmim tdm& 
a^arauit illum^ excepteye tume, he the Lorde hath whet 
his fword, he hath bente his bowe, and made it ready© 
wyth deadlye dartes. Suerlye brethren this heapynge 
together of lyuynges maketh you to haue fo many 
thynges to do, that ye can do nothyng well: it is the 
readye waye not to edify but to deftroye. Wherefore yf 
ye cannot efpye your owne fautes in your felues, yet loke 
one at another: loke you of the !ayty at them of the- 
cleargye, that feyng the motes in dieir eyes, ye may 
leame to pull the beames out of your owne eyes. Do yc 
not fe howthat they ofthecleai^ by heapyng together 
manye lyuynges, haue caufed manye poors parifhes 
to pay their tithes yat lacke their perfons [Parfonesl? 
Dii ye not fe how that prebendes whiche were godly 
■founded as mo/le conuenietit aodnecefliai^'e lyuyngs for 
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preachers to healp the bylhoppes and the perfons too 
enllructe the people, be now vngodly abufed to 
comipte the byilioppes and the perfonnes that rather 
feke the vauntage of good prebends to enryche them 
feluea, then the healp of godly preache[r]s to enftruct 
Gods people ? Do ye not fe howe thefe prouiders of 
pluralities hauynge the cure of Chriften foules in the 
paryihe, and ihepefolde of Chryll, do leaue the flocke 
and take the fpoyle to fpende in Noble mcnnes houfes, 
where as they doo fe that the keper of horfes in the 
ftable, of cattell in the fyelde, and of dogges in the 
kenell, doeth lyue on hys mailers wages, and not on 
the Pyllage of his cure. O ye noble menne do ye 
geue vnto the kepers of your horfes, cattell, and 
dogges, wages, lealle that they (houlde fell youre 
horfes, kyll youre cattell, or lleye youre dogges to lyue 
vpon the (kynnes; and wylyeallowe your Chapleynes 
no wages, but caufe theym to lyue vpon the murder 
and fpoyle of the innocente Lambs of God, redemed 
and boughte wyth Chriiles precious falode ? Do ye 
fe howe by thefe feruauntes of Mammon, enemyes of 
Ghryfte, gredy wolues in Lamb (kynnes, the parylhes 
be fpoyled, the people vntaughte, God vnknowen, hys 
lyuelye woorde fette gracyouflye forthe by the kynges 
jffocedynges, is vngracyoufly fufpected, hated, and 
abhorred of the ignorant people ? 

You of the laytye, when ye fee thefe fmall motes in 
the eyes of the clargye, take heede too the greate 
beames that be in your owne eyes. But alas I feare 
leafl yat ye haue no eyes at all. For as hypocrlfyand 
fuperiliticion dooeth bleare the eyes: So couetoufnefle 
and ambycyon doeth putte the eyes cleane out. For 
yf ye were not flarke blynd ye would fe and be 
alhamed that where as fyfty tunne belyed Monckes 
geuen to glotony fylled theyr pawnches, kept vp theyr 
houfe and relyued the whol country round about 
them, ther one of your gredye guttes deuowrynge tlie 
whole houfe and makyng great pyllage throughoute 
the countrye, cannot be fatiffyed. 



d 



^Ftinan preat^tV 



I If ye had any eies, ye fliould fe and be afliamed to 
confeffe thai yf fome of you flioiilde not haue manye 
offyces, there woulde not be merne ynoughe foimde, 
to put in cuerye offyce one manne, mete and able by , 
doynge of theyi dewtyes to feme lie l(ynge, and take J 
good order amonge/l the people, where as there is a ' 
greate number too manye of your forte whyche tbyncke 
your felues mete and worthye by takynge many CMfyces 
in hande, to burden the kynge and the people wyth 
all fees and charges belongyng vnto euery offyce: yea 
and furdermore to requyre perfonages, prebendes, 
Deaaryes and anye manner of lyuynge due vnto the 
Ecclefiaftycall miniilery, to be geuen vnto you for 
feniynge the Kynge in takynge the vauntage of many, 
and doyng the dutyes of fewe offyces belongyng vnto 
ciuyjl pollycye. 

If ye hadde anye eyes ye flioulde fe and be aftiamed 
that in the great aboundaunce of landes and goods 
taken from Abbeis, Colleges and Chauntryesfortofeme 
the kyng in all necelfaryes, and charges, efpecially in 
prouiflon of relyefe for the pore, and for raayntenaunce 
of leamynge the kynge is fo dyfap03mted that bothe 
the pore be fpoyled, all mayntenance of kamyng 
decayed, and you only enryched. But for becaufc ye 
haue no eyes to fe wyth, I wyll declare that you may 
heare wyth youre eares, and fo perceyue and knowe, 
that were as God and the kynge bathe bene mofle 
liberall to gyue and beflowe, there you haue bene | 
moile vnfayethfull to dyfpofe and delyuer. For ac- 
cordyng vnto gods word and the k[y]nges pleafure, 
the vniuerfities which be the fcholes of all godlynes 
and vertue, fliould haue bene nothjTig decayed, but 
much increfed and amended by thys [the] reformacion 
of religion. 

As concemynge goddes worde for the vpholdyng 
and increafe of ye vniuerfities, I am fure that no man 
knowyng leamyng and vertue doth doute. And as 
for the kynge& pleafure it dyd well appeare in that 
Jie etlablyihed vnto the -¥aYaer^i\:^c5 ai\ 'STuiitegea 
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jaunted afore hys tyme, and alfo in all manner of 
paytnentes reqnyred of die cleargye, aa tythes, and 
fyril frnytes, tie vnyiieriities be exemted. Yea and 
tiie kynges mayedye that dead is, dyd geue vnto the 
vniuetfities of Camhryge at one tyme, two hundred 
poundes yerely to the exibition and fyndynge of fine - 
learned menne, to reade and teache dyuynitye, lawe, 
Phyfycke, Greke and Ebnie. 

At an other tyme. xax. poimde yerely /« Uberam el 
puram eliemofinam. In fre and pure almes. And fynally 
for the full dacion [foundation] of a oewe Colledge fo 
muche as flioulde ferae to bnylde it, and replenyflie it 
wyth mo Scholers and better lyuynges then any other 
Colledge in the vniuerfitye afore that tyme had. 

By the whythe euerye man maye perceyue that the 
kynge geuyng manye thynges and takynge nothinge 
from the vniuerfityes was very defirous to haue them 
increafed and amended. Howbeit all they that haue 
knowen the vnyuerfitye of Camhryge fence that tyme 
that it dyd fyril begynne to receyue thefe greate and 
manyefolde benefytes from the kynges maieJlye, at 
youre bandes, haae iufle occafion to fvifpecte that you 
haue deceyued boeth the kynge and vniuerittie, to en- 
lyche youre felues. For before that you did beginne 
to be the difpofers of the kinges Uberalitye towardes 
leamyng and ponerty, there was in houfes belongynge 
vnto the vnyuerfytye of Camhryge, two hundred 
ftudentes of dyuynytye, manye verye well learned : 
whyche bee nowe all clene gone, houfe and manne, 
yomig towarde fcholers, and old fatherlye Doctors, not 
one of them lefte : one hundred alfo of an other forte 
that hauyng rych frende.s or beyng benefyced men dyd 
lyue of iheym felues in ORles [Ollries] and Innes be 
eyther gon awaye, or dies fajTie to crepe into Colleges, 
and put poore men from bare lyuynges. Thofe bothe 
be all gone, and a fraall number of poore godly dyly- 
genl ftudentes nowe reraaynynge only in Colleges be 
not able to lary and contynue theyr ftudye in ye 
vniuerfitye for lacke of exibicion and heaipe. There 



be dyuers ther whjch ryfe dayiy betwbrte fbme and 
fyue of the doclce in the momynge, and from lyue 
votyll lyxe of the clocke, vfe common prayer wylh an 
exhortadoD of gods woide in a commune chappeU, 
and from fixe ^iito ten of the clocke vfe euer eythn 
pryuate lludy or commune lectures. At ten of the 
clocke they go to dynner, whereas they be contents 
wylh a penye pyece of byefe amongelV iiii. hauyng B. 
fewe porage made of the brothe of the fame byefe, 
wyth lalte and otemell, and nolhynge els. 

After thys flender dinner they be either teacbynge 
orleamynge vntyil v. of the clocke in the euenyng, 
when as they haue a fupper not mach better then theyi 
dyner. Immedyatelye after the whyche, they go eytlm 
to reafonyng in problemes or vnlo fome other fludye, 
vntyil it be nyne or lenne of the clocke, and there 
beyng wythout fjTe are fayne to walk or runnc vp and 
downe halfe an houre, to gette a beate on their ieete 
whan they go to bed. 

Thefe be menne not werye of theyr paynes, but 
very forye to leue theyr ftudye : and fure they be not 
able fome of theym to contynue for lacke of neceflajye 
exibicionandrelde. Thefe bethelyuynglaynleswhycjw 
ferae god takyng greate paynes in abflinence, fludye 
laboure and dylygence, wyth watching and prayer. 
Wherfore as Paule, for the SajTites and brethren at 
Hierulalem, fo I for your brethren and Saynctes at 
Cambrydge moofle humblye befeche you make yoore 
coUecdons amongeil you lych Marchauntes of this 
citye, and fend them your oblacions ^-nto the vnyiier- 
fy^e, fo (hall ye be fure to pieafe God, to comfoit 
tiieim, and prouyde learned men to do muche good 
thronghoat all thys realme. Yea and truly ye be 
detteis vnto theim : For they haue fowen amongefle 
you the fpirituall treafures of goddes worde, for the 
whyche they oughte to repe of you agayne corporall 
necellaries. But to retume vnto them that (boidde 
itettei haue prouyded for leamynge and pouertye in aH 
but efpecyally in the ^jTavi^faiss-' 
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Loke whether that there was not a greate mimber of 
both lemeil and pore that myght haue ben kepte, 
mayntayned, and relyeued in the vniueriities : whych 
lackyng all healpe or comforte, were compelled to for- 
fake the vniueriitye, leue their bokes, and feke theyr 
lyuynge abrodc in the country? Yea and in the 
cuntrey manye Grammer Scholes founded of a godly 
intent to brynge vp poore mennes fonnes in leatnynge 
and vertue, nowe be taken aw[a]>-e by reafon of the 
piedye couetoulhes of you that were put in truft by 
God, and the kynge to erecte and make giammer fcholes 
in majiye places : And had neyther commaundenient 
nor permiflion to take away the fcholmallers lyuyng in 
anye place, moreouer muche charitable almes was there 
in manye places yerely to be beilowed in pore townes 
and parilhes vpon goddes people, the kynges fubiectes : 
whiche almes to ye great dyfpleafure of god and dys- 
honoure of the kynge, yea and contrarye to goddes 
worde and the kynges lawes, ye haue taken away. I 
Icnowe what ye do iaye and bragge in fome places : that 
yc haue doen as ye were commaunded wyth as muche 
chatytye and lyberalitye towardes both pouertye and 
leamynge, as your commiflion woulde beare and fuffer. 

Take heede whome ye flaunder, for Goddes worde, 
and the kynges lawes and (latutes be open vnto euery 
mannes eyes, and be [by ?] euery commiflion directed 
accordynge vnto them, ye both myght and (hould haue 
geuen much wher as ye haue taken much away. 

Take hede vnto the kynges (latutes, the actes of 
parliament, there ye (hall tynde that the Nobles and 
commons do geue, and the Kynge doth Cake into hys 
handes Abbeyes, Colleges andChauntryes for erectynge 
of Grainer fcholes, the godly brynging vp of youthe, the 
iarther augmentynge of the vnyuerfytyes, and better 
prouifyon for the poore. Thys fhall ye fynd in the 
Actes of parliament, in the Kynges (latutes ; but what 
(halbe found in your practyfe and in your dedes? 
Surely the puHyng downe of gramer (choies, the deuyl- 
ifbe drownynge of youthe in igooraunce, the vtter 
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decaye of the vniuerfities, and nioofte mchaiitable 
fyoy\e of prouyfion, that was made for the pore. 

Was it not a godly and charitable prouyfion of the 
Kynge to geue vnlo the vniuerfity two hundred poundea 
yerelye for excellente Readers ? three hundred [Thirtiel 
poundes yerelye in pure almes, and manyc hundred 
pounds aLfo to the foundacyon and ereccion of a newe 
Colledge f And was it not a deuiliihe deuyfe of you to 
toume all thys the kinges bountuoufe liberaJi^ into 
improperacions of benefices, whyche be papyfticaU ajul 
vncharytable fpoyles of moil neceflarye prouyfion tor 
pore paryflies? IntelUgite injiptmies inpopulo, et^itlH 
aliijuando fapite} 

Learne vnderftandyng you that playe vnwyfe partes 
amongefle the people, and you fooles once waxe wyfe. 
Qui plantauit aurem not audietl^ 

He that fette the eares, (hall he not hcare the forow- 
fuU coraplaynte of pore paiylhes, agayTifte you that 
haue by improperacions clene taken awaye hofpitalityc, 
and muclie impared the due liuynges of gods myny- 
llers, the peoples inflructoures and teachers. Qd 
figiirat oculuni non confiderat i^ he that falhioned the eic, 
doth he not beholde howe that the bede landes tj 
abbeyes, colleges and chaunteries be in youre handes,, 
and euyll improperacions conucyd to the kyng and 
to the vniuerfities and EyHiopes landes ? Qui corripit 
gmta noH arguet 1 ' i 

He that corrected and punyfteth the heathen lack- I 
yng the Ij^ht of gods word for the only abufe of natu- I 
rail reafon, wyll he not reproue and condemne you \ 
whyche haue good reafonable wyts, gods onely word, 
the kynges laws, and ilatut[e]s: and much power and 
authority geuen vnto you to edifye and do good.feinge it 
is abufed of you to dellroy and do hurt ? Shulde not 
you haue amended the prouiCon for the pore, the J 
educacyon of youthe, and the condicion of the vniuer- I 
fities ? And be they not by you fore hurte and de- I 
kayed ? The kynge fliold and wold haue reformed 
reliffoa. The fytfl, parte ot xrfoYma.cxu'o. k to ceilore 



at ^auTrtl tvaSit. 12$ 

and geue agayne all fuche thynges as haue bene wrong- 
fullye taken and abufed. Surelye tbe Abbeyes dyd 
WTongfuliye lake and abufe nothynge fo much as the 
improperacions of benefices. Notliynge is fo papyfly- 
call as improperacions of benefices be: they be the 
Popes darlynges and paramors, whiche by the dyuel- 
yflie deuyce of wicked Balaamytes, be fet a brode in this 
realme to caufe the lemed men of the vnyuerfities and 
all biflioppes that be godly menne, the Popes enemyes, 
to commyt fpirituall fornicacion wyth thera. Whye dyd 
God deflroye the Madianytes but for their fynne ? Why 
dyd he plage the I&aelyles but for ye fame fynne ? 
Why d)^ God caufe the Abeyes to be deftroyed, but 
for papyftycall abufes? And why flioulde not god 
plage the vnyueriityes and Byfhops kepynge and med- 
delynge wyth improperacions, that bee the fame papyjli- 
call and deuelylh abufes?^ 

O what a bloudye daye fiiall it be ; when as for thys 
abhomynacion, thys fpirituall fornicacion, God thali 
commaunde hys faythfull feruaunte Moyfes the kynges 
mayelly to take and hange all the rulers of the people 
that haue wittynglye fiiffred thefe whoryfhe Madyanytes, 
thefe Popyfh abufes ? And caufe a zelous Phinees to 
fhedde the harte blonde of hym that before Moyfes 
and many liraelites, before a hygh iuilice and manye 
people, taketh a Madianite into hys tent, an improper- 
acion into his enheritance. But nowe brethren as 
Peter preached vnto the lewes; Nunc fratres fcio quod 
per igtwraniiam fedjli:} Now brethren 1 knowe that 
you haue done thys through ignoraunce : for the Lorde 
whych forfeeth all thynges, knoweth that yf you hadde 
not bene blynded wyth ignoraunce, ye coulde neoer 
for pitye haue executed hys indlgnacyon and wrathe 
in makynge fuche deflruccyon. Seynge therefore that 
it was Goddes pleafure thus by one euyll to ponyflie an 
other, nowe repent, and amende, that youre fames maye 
be pardoned. It pleafed God by the blynde malyce of 
the lewes, to nayle Chiyfl'e lefu vpon the crofle; and 
ret as laany of tbeim as hearyng that matter o'^etteil 
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by Peter, were greued and pricted in confcience, fo 
many layde vnto Peter, and to the other ApoJlles what 
(hall we do ? The Apolloiical counfel was : Agiiefem- 
tenciam, recipi/ci/e.' Repent and amend, ' So dere breth- 
ren hearynge and knowyng that God hath vfed your 
gredy couctoufnes to de(lr[(^e Abbeyes, Colleges, and 
chauijtryes, and to plage all thys realrae, be greued 
and fory in your hertes, feynge that ye haue bene Va/a 
ira,'' inflrumentes of wrath to execute vengeance: and 
purge your felues of thys vyle couetoufiielTe, then {hall 
ye from henceforth be Vqfa honoris^' velTels of hononre, 
to ferae God, in fandUaie d ivjlida* i^ holynes and 
rj^hteoufnes all the dayes of your lyfe. ' 

And nowe on the other parte, you that be of the 
comynaltye, when ye feele that anye plagiie or pun- 
yfhenieni commeth by thiem that be fette oner you in 
offyce, and aucthorytye, knowe that they do it not of 
theym felues, but be moued and flyred of God, to 
worke hys wrath vpon you. For when as God was 
dyfpleafed wyth the Ifraelytes, then hys dyfplefure 
caufed Dauyd theyr kynge to take that way that 
brought a peflilence aniongefl the people, whereon 
dyed. Ixx. thoufande; Addidii furor domini irafd 
contra Ifrael, commouttque dauid.' The indignacion 1 
of the Lorde waxed whot agaynft Ifrae!, and he I 
flired vp Dauyd. What kyndled the indignaaon of 
God, but the fynnes of the people? The fynnes of the 
people dyd kyndle the indignacyon of the Lorde : the 
Lordes indignacyon Hired vp Dauyd in prefumpcyon. 
Dauids prefumptuoufnes caufed the people to dye on 
the peflylence. And euen as then God ordeyned yat 
chrifl fhuld be cmcifyed be ye malicious blyndnesof the 
IeweB,thelfraelitesplagedbytheprefumptionofDau]^: 

So hath he ordeyned that Engiande fhoulde be 
fjioyled wyth gredy couetoufe officers, Looke thei^ 
what hath made ihys greate fpoyle in England? gredye 
couetoufnes of officers. What dyd make in theym 
fucbe gredy couetoulhes? the indignacion of God. 
What kyndled goddes indignacvonf ftve. tjwi\es> cS ^J^]e. | 
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_ _ What was the fynne of the people? Eloqui- 

um fanEH Ifradl, blafpkemauerunt} They liaue blaf- 
phemed the holye woorde of GOD, callynge it newe 
learnynge and heretycall doctryne: Idw tratus eft furor 
demini} And therefore is the wrath of the Ixirde 
kyndled. Now you people which cry and fay that you 
are robbed and fpoyled of all that ye haue; Woulde ■ 
ye haue thys whyche ye call robbyng and fpoyling to 
be ceaffed ? Then quench the indignacion of god 
whych doth caufe and make it. If ye wyl quench the 
incBgnacion of God, Hodiefi uocem eius atidicritis. ' To 
daye, euen nowe yf ye ftial heare hys voyce, harden 
not your hartes, as in the prouocacion in the daye of 
temptacyon. Harde heartes, Ryffe neckes, dyfobe- 
diente myndes, prouoke, tempte, and flyre vp the 
indignacion of God. 

Tnielye the indignacion of God Ihal neuer be 
quenched, vntyll that you wyth tender hartes, humble, 
obedyente, and thankefull myndes, receyiie, embrace, 
and conforme your felues vnto the holy worde of G«d 
fet forth by the Kynges Magellye his gracious pTO- 
cedynges. 

There is as yet more (lyffe necked (lubburaes, 
dieuellylh difobedience, and gredye couetoufhes in one 
of you of the commune forte that kepeth thys greate 
fwellynge in the hearte, hauyng no occafion to fette it 
fiirth in exercife, then is in ten of the worft of theim 
that beynge in office and aucthoritye, haue manye 
occafions to open and (liewe them felues what they be. 

When dyd euer anye offycers in authorytye fliewe 
fuche rebellyous proud myndes, as was of late playnlye 
perceyued in very manye of the communaltye? I put 
the cafe that they be fo couetoufe, that one of their 
gredi guts had fwalowed vp a whole Abbey, houfe, 
landes and goodes, And yf you had had powers vnto 
your wylles, ye had deuoured whole countryes, houfes 
and goodes, men and bealles, corne and catteilj as ye 
dyd be3)Tine. 

Some of tlieim kepeth their fermes in thcYt owne 
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■o Ar Kragex laaidlie. and pide of voar pMK 
nrigUxnn-' For God &^: Ci ip*!! iTr/iii bIi. 
makdUav pt fopuBs: iau£{be axUm /i^a- imjid 
mmdaunem? Uexb2thj>AcAvpcorac,fiaBbtmxmSed 
aaoagtA [araongcs] die peofite: but Ud^-^e Oal be 
vpQO tbcyr heades tau biyi^cdi it fimli to cbe Matketts 
to (efl. Here ye hcare the bleffynge and caife of God/ 

^Ye knowe the kynges gracioas ProdamaiToi^ je 
maje perceyne yoare nejj^bowrs neede, by Ateft 
myierable comphjitt And yet ncyther God by bicf- 
fyag and curfyDge, oehfaer Ibe kyng by produnacicH 
and commifTion, nether the pore by praij-ng and paying 
can cauie you to feme ye Markets wj-th come. But 
ict goddes woorde. the Kynges Uwes, hooefl order, and 
chuytable prouyfyon be put foorth of all ntarkeite 
towncs by wycked Mammon, and let hj-m onely kepe 
tte Markets and fet pryfes for yourc purpofes, and 
nrylhoiite double euerye market flialbe fill of all manner 
W Corne and vytayles commyng in on a! fydesi 

'^^ O wycked feniauntes of Mammon, alwayes bothe 
■ennemyes and Iraytoures to G O D and the kyng and 
the common wcalthe. Is il God or Mammon that 
hath made the Come to fprynge, and geuen you 
■fplcntye ? Yf ye fay Mammon, then ye confeffe playnely 
whofc feruauntes ye be, what Idolatrye ye vfe. If ye fay 
God, How dare ye confeffe him in youre woordes and 
dcnye hym in youre deedes? Whye do ye not brynge 
foorth goddes come vnlo goddes people, at goddes 
comraaimrtemeni ? Why be ye not faythfuU difpofera 
of Goildes treafures? Well, he yat halh no com 
tliinketh he haih no parte, nor is^not gyltye in this 
matter: but I can tel that ther is many of iheim, that 
neither hath nor wyll haue come, whyche make come 
mod fk-re. I haue heard howe that euen this lad yere, 

^Jtrr Hvis ccrtayn Acres of come growyng on the ground 
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Lght for, viti. poundes; he that bought it for, viii. 
fold it for. X, He that gaue. x. pounds, fold it to an 
other aboue. xii, poundes: and at lall, he that caryed 
it of the ground, payde. xiiii, poundes, Lykewyfe I 
hearde, that certayne quarters of malte were boughte 
after the pryce of. iii. ihyllynges. iiii, pence a quarter 
to be delyuered in a certayn markette towne vpon a 
certayne daye. Thys bargayne was fo oft bought and 
fblde before the daye of delyueraunce came, that the 
fame Malte was folde to hym that fhoulde receyue it 
tiiere and carrye it awaye, after, vi, s. a quarter. 
Looke and fe howe muche a craftes man or anye other 
honefte man that mufte fpend come in his houfe, by 
this maner of bargaynynge, payeth, and howe littel the 
houfbande manne that tylleth the ground, and paieth 
the rent, receyueth: Then ye may fe and perceyue it 
muft needes be harde for eyther of theim to kepe a 
houfe, the cTa[f]tes man payinge fo muche, and the 
hufbandman takynge fo lytle, 

"'^There is a lyke raaner of barganyng of them that be 
leafemongers, for leafemongers make the tenaunts to 
pay fo muche, and the landlord to take fo little, that 
neither of them is wel able to kepe houfe. I heare 
lay that within a few miles of London an honefl gentle- 
man did let his ground by leafe vnto pore honell men 
alter. ii.s. iiii. d. an acar; then commethalefemounger, 
s. thefe, an extorcioner, deceiuyng ye tenaunts, bielh 
theyr leafes, put theim from the groundes, and caufeth 
them yat haue it at hym nowe, to paye after, ix. s. or 
as I harde faye. xix. s. but 1 am afhamed to name fo 
muche. How be it, couetous extorcioners be aJhamed 
of no dede be it neuer fo euylL And as 1 hear (ay, 
ther be many lefemongers in London, thai heyghthen 
the tent of bare houfes: and as come, landes, tene- 
mentes and houfes, fo in al maner of wares, ther be 
fuch biers and fellers as caufe ye prouyders and makers 
of ye wares to take fo litle, and the occupiers of the 
wares too paye fo muche, that neyther of theim both 
is able too lyue. All the Marchauntes of myfcbyeft. 
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that go betwixt the barke and the tree. Betwixte the 
houHiand man that getteth the come, and bouiholder 
that occupyeth Come, belwix the Lasdlorde, that 
lettelh fennes, and the tenoaimtes that dwell in the 
fennes. And betu'txt the craftes man that maketh, or 
the maichaimte that prouydeth wares, and other men 
that Dccnpieth wares. 1 fhye tbefe marchaiintes of 
mifchiefe commynge betwixte the barke and the tree^ 
do make all thinges dere to the byers: and yet won- 
derfuU vyle and of linall piyce to many, that mud nedes 
fett or fell that whyche is their owne honefllye come 
bye. Thefe be tar worfe than anye other that hath 
bene mencyoned heretofore: for although benefyced 
men and oncers haue manye mennes Uuynges, yet 
they do lome mennes dutyes. But thefe haue euerye 
mannes lyuyng, and doo no mans duytye. For they 
haue that whyche is in dede the lyuynge of craftes men, 
March auntmemie, hufbandmen, landelordes and ten- 
nauntes, and do neuer a one of thefe mens dutyes. 
Thefe be ydle vacaboundes, lyujmg vpon other mens 
labours: thefe be named honefl baiginers, and be in 
dede crafcye couetoufe extorcioners. For they that be 
true marchauntemen to by and fell in dede, ihoulde 
and doo prouyde great plentye and good chepe by 
honeil byenge and fellynge of theyr wares. But thefe 
hauynge the names of true marchauntes, and beyng 
in dede crafty theues, do make a fcarfitye and deaith 
■of all thynges that commeth through theyr handes. 

Take awaye all marchauntmen from anye towne off 
cj^e, and ye fliall leaue almofl no prouyfyon of thinges 
that be necefiarye. Take awaye leafinongers, regratois 
and all fuche as by byinge and fellynge make thyngs 
more dere, and. when they be gone, all thyngs wylbe 
more plentye and better chepe. Now maye ye fe who 
they be that make a greate dearth in a great plentye. 
For who is it, that heygtheneth the pryce of Come, the 
houfbandman that getteth plentye of come by tyllynge 
of the grotinde ? No : the regrator that byeth come to 
make it dere, growynge vpon the ^tpjwnde. . Who 
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W^eth the rentes, ioyneth houfe to houfe, and heapeth 
fermes together? The Gentyll manne, that hygeuynge 
of leafes, letteth forth hys own. landes into other mennes 
handes ? No, the leafemongers, that by feUing leafes, 
byetb and hryngetli other meiilies Landes into their 
own hands. Who maketh all manner of wares and 
maichandyfes to he very dere? the marchaunl ven- 
lerer, which with fayethfuU dylygence to prouyde for 
the commune wealth, caryeth furth fuche thynges as 
maye well be fpaied, and bryngeth home fuche wares 
as mufle needes be occupyed in thys realme ? No, 
the Marchant of myfchyefe that by craftye conuey- 
atmce for his owne gayne, caryeth awaye fuch thinges 
as maye not be fpared, and bryngeth agayne fuche 
wares as are not nedefall Take hede you Mar- 
chauntes of London that ye be not Marchauntes of 
myfchyefe, conueying away to much old lead, wol, 
lether and fuch fubflanciali wares as wold fet many 
Englyflunen to work, and do eueiy manne good 
feniyce, and bryngynge home fylkes and fables, cat- 
tayls, and folyfhe fethers to fil the realm full of fuch 
bi^gage as wyll neuer do ryche or poore good, 
and neceffary feruyce. Be ye fure, if thys realme 
be rych, ye (hall not nede to be poore, yf thys realme 
be poore, you ftiall not be able to kepe and enioy 
your ryches. Take hede than that your marchaundife 
be not a feruynge of folyfli mens fanfies, whyche wyll 
defljoye the realme: but lette it be a prouydyng for 
honefl. difcrete mens commodities, whych wyll be the 
vpholdyng and entychyng of you and the whole realme. 
Take hede vnto your vocacions prelates and preachers 
Magydrats and oSycers, landlordes and tenaunts, 
craftes men and marchauntes, all maner of men take 
hede vnto youre felues and to your conuerikcion and 
lyuyng; yea dere brethren at the reuerence of god, for a 
generall comfort to al partes with out gredye couetouf- 
Beffe towards oure felues, or malicious enuye towardes 
other, wyih a fyngle eye, of a pure herte, let vs confyder 
and acknowledge how that the bountifull hberaUt^e q£ 
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almyghtye God hath geuen vnto thys realme wonderihfl 
plentj' of perlbnnages, prebends, benefyces, offyces, 
and all maner of lyuynges: wyth great aboundance of 
come, cattell, landes, goodes, and ail wares that be 
good and profitable : and howe that it is certeynly the 
vnfaithfull difpofers whyche caufe a great fcariyty, 
dearth and lacke of all thefe giftes and treafures of 
God, therfore dominus de calo projpexit, ut uideat fi eft 
infelligens aul require deum}^ 

-The Lord loked doun from heauen to fe yf there 
were any that had vnderflandyng and fought to pleafe 
God in faythf\ill dyfpofynge of Goddes treafures; but 
feinge that Omnes Jbidenl auaritm, a maiore vjque ad 
minorem.* All be geuen vnto coueteouflies from the 
hyefte vnto the lowefte, ib that pore people can hane 1 
no houfes to dwell in, ground to occupye, no nor come ' 
for their moneye. The T,«nle hym felfe fpeakyngvnto 
the earthe, (heweth wher is the faute : prindpes tui 
infideUs^ Thy head rulers and ofiyccrs be vniaythfidl 
difpofers. Sodifurum' theuiihe feliowes.' 

Omnes di/igunt munera^ they all loue biybes, rf 
feqmmtur rdribuiumes^ and hunte for promocyonsy 
IVhat then O Lorde (hall be the ende of all thys? 
Vim ego dicii dmninus.* As tnilye as I !yue fayeth 
the Lord propUrea quod facli fwit greges met in rap- 
inam* Becaule that my flock haue ben fpoyled, el oues 
mem in deiwralionem omnium bejiiarum agri* and my 
(hepe deuoured of all wyld bealles of the fyelde, quianon 
effet paftor, Becaufe there was no keper, Neqite enim 
qumfiueruni paflores mei gregem meum. For thofe [thefe] 
which were named my paftours, dyd take no heede 
vnto my flocke, Sed pajlores pafcebant femeiipfos. But 
thofe paftours dyd feede theym felues prowlyng for 
IJrofyte, et greges meos nun pafediant, and my fiocke 
th[ely dyd not feede by dooyng of their dutyes. 
Fropterea pajlores audite uerhum domini. 

Therfore ye keepers heare the word of the Lorde. 
'What iKOrde? that the flocke flialbe delyuered, and you 
Aalbe dedioyed : That is a tnie word; for qua menfura 

' Pi Hii. a. i Jer. tii. ij. t Isb. £. aj. I ttii-m:™.*,'!. 
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metifi fua-Uis, remecidiir mbis :' By [bicaufe] the fame 
raeafure that you haiie ferued other, ye youre felues fliall 
alfo be ferued: for as ye haue ferued fupetftycious 
papiftes, fo fhall you your felues be ferued, beynge coue- 
tous Idolaters: yea and haue as inuche vauntage at the 
metynge, as is betwixte fuperilicion and Idolatrye. 
Howe be it, God geuynge you refpite to loke for amend- 
mente : offers more genteliies, yf ye wyl take it. For in 
the. xs. of leremy he fayth ; Ecce ega do coram nobis uiam 
uitcE d uiam mortis :' Behold I fet before you the way of 
lyfe and the way of death: 3^ ye repent and amend, 
lyfe: If ye be (lyll ilifhecked, death: for the Lorde by 
Efaje. i. fayeth : Si uolueritis et audieritis ■' Yf ye wyll 
heare to repent and amend, £omi terra comeddis^ ye 
flial! eat the good fruits yat the earth ihal! brynge 
forth, to your comfort. Si nolueritis, d ms ad ira- 
cundiamprouocaueritis.^yiys wyl not, but prouoke me 
to anger, gtadius deuorabtt uos? The fworde Ihall eate 
you vp. Quia os domini hcutum eft? For it is Gods 
owne mouthe that hathe fpoken it. For Gods fake 
beleue it: And do not by an harde hearte voyde of 
repentance heape vnto your felues the wTathe of god 
agaynft ye day of vengeance. 

But thankfidlye enbrafynge the ryches of goddes 
goodnes, pacience and long fufferyng, acknowlegyng 
that goddes kyndnes draweth you vnto repentance, yf 
ye haue fo lytic fpyrituall felyng and ghofllye vnder- 
ftandynge that ye can nothyng be perfwaded or moued 
by the comfortable promyfes, and terrible threten- 
ynges of the inuifible God : yet hauynge corporall eyes 
and naturall reafon, confyder the decaye of thys 
Realme, and the towardnes of the kynges mageftye. 
Note the decaye of thys realme, and thereby ye Ihall 
leame to knowe that nothynge can make a realme 
wcalthye, yf the inhabitauntes therof be couetoufe: for 
yf [all] landes and goodes coulde haue made a realme 
happy notwythftandynge mennes couetoufnes, then 
(houlde not thys realme foo vnhappylye haue decayed, 
whenasbythefuppreifionof Abbeis,Colle6es amiCboma^ 
teries, innumerable lands and gooies-wete'jp'tt.ftTv- 
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If goddes worde were ordeyned by anye other meant 
then by the conuertynge of couetous men, to make 
that realme happy where couetous men be, then fuerlye 
fhoulde England now be moft happy, wher gods ■ 
word is frely fet forth in the mother toung, playniy J 
preached in folempne congregacions, and commonly I 
vfed in daily comraunicacion. But vndoubtedlye J 
whereas couetoufe men be, there neyther tandes or 
goodes, no not goddes holye Gofpell canne doo fo 
muche good as couetoufnes doeth harme. Wherefore 
feyng thys realm by couetoufnefle is foore decayed, 
leail it flioulde alfo by the fame be deflroyed, awaye 
wyth youre couetoufnes, all you yat loue thys realme. 
Or yf ye wyll not do it for loue of the realme, yet for 
the reuerente obedience whyche ye owe vnto God and 
the kynges maieflie, away wyth couetoufnes whyche 
maketh men feruauntes of Mammon, and enemyes 
vnto god and the kynge. Be ye well affiired that the 
kynges Maieflye whyche nowe is, God faue his noble 
grace, dreadeth god, loueth his people, and abhorreth 
couetouihes, whiche in this realme offendeth God, 
dilhoDoureth ye kyng, anoyeth the people. 

Therefore he doeth partly nowe perceyue and con- 
fider, and wyll do better hereafter, that prelates wyth 
pluralities, and magydrates wyth manie offices, do 
burden him and his people wyth paying tithes, fees, 
and manye greate charges, and yet kepe fo many 
roumes vacant of prechers and officers, that his ma- 
gelly cannot be duly feraed, nor his people well 
inftructed by the preachyng of gods word, nor yet well 
ordred by the myniftracion of iuftice and equitye, 
■^ He knoweth that regtatours of come vyttals and' of 
all maner of wares, make fuche dearthe and fcarcitie, 
that no diligence of good marchauntes by honefl. byinge 
and fellynge canne prouyde anye thynges to be eythCT 
good cheaii or plentifiil. It is well knowen to his 
gracious maiedy, or at the leafl vnto hys honourable 
■ coiinceli that leafemungers takynge muche of tenauntea 
I «liJ paying Jy ttell vnto tte UTnl.\otdea,iM.\st ^th theyi' 
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lyu3mges, and doth the dutyes 01 neyther. For to 
theyi owne pryuate hiker they take rentes of tenauiites, 
and fermes of landlordes : but when by occafyon they 
(hall be requyred to feme the Kynge for a common 
wealth, then they wylt haue neyther landes nor ferme 
to do the kyng feruyce. Do not therfore imagyn you 
that be eyther of the clergye or of the laytye in hyghe 
or lowe degree, that the Kynges Gracious Mageftie 
and his honourable councell be fo negligent that they 
do not efpye, or fo parcyall that they wyll not punyihe 
thofe whyche in thys realme hynder the prechyng 
of gods word, ftoppe the adminyftracion of iuflice 
and equitye, caufe of ail thynges a dearthe and fcat- 
fytye, and brynge Gentlemenne to poouertye, and huf- 
bandmen vnto beggerye. It is fpyed and muile be 
punyfhed, although it be delayed for a tyme, to fe yf 
you of your felues wyllynglye wyll amende it 

Beware therefore that ye ftaye not your felfe vnto a 
brjfttell ilaffe, for it wyll brail in fpylles and perce 
thorowe your handes. Do not (lay your felfe vpon 
thys ymaginacion to thynke that aJthoughe craftelye 
contrary to lawe and confcience ye do inuade other 
mennes roumes, liuynges and goodes, yet for becaufe 
ye be fo many in number that do it, therefore the 
kynge and hys councell eyther cannot or wyll not bee 
agaynfle you in it: For trulye euen therefore mude 
they nowe neades wythout delaye reforme and amend 
it. For as fedicious rebellion, fo couetoufe treafon 
beynge in a fewe may be fuffered at the iyrde in hope 
of amendment, fo long as they few by clokynge it 
fecretelye, feme to be alhamed of their owne euyll 
doynges, or afrayed of the rulers power andauthoiytye: 
but beynge fo many that they all together wythoute 
Ihame and feare, falle to open fpoylynge of the realme, 
tlien wythoute delaye mude they needes be repreffed, 
althoughe they both fay and fweare, that they be the 
kyngs fubiects, and breake no laws. If ye fpoyle be 
found in theyr hands, it is neyther layinge nor fwear- 
ynge that can excule them. Open fpoile hath bena 
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made of perfonages, prebendes, offices, fennes, 
vyctuals, and of all manner of mens liuinges. There- 
fore there is no long delay to be taken in hope of 
am end em en le, but fpedye prouifion for redres muft be 
made for feare of a general! deftniccion. You then 
that for waftynge and abufynge of the Lordes goodei 
be worthye and lykely fone to be difpiaced, yet in ye 
mean tynie whyles ye haue refpyte, playe the parte of 
a wyfe lleward. *" Reftore vnto preachers and o^ceis, 
benefyces and ofTyces: lette landelordes haue their 
rentes, and fermoures theyrleafes: caufe byinge and 
fellyng to be a prouyfyon of good chepe and plentyc, 
and not an occifyon of dearthe and fcaifytj-e. Soo 
ftiall both God and the kyng perceyuyng your wyfe 
prouyfion, allow your wel doyng, pardon your fautes, 
and confiime you in your offyces/ 

O refufe the feniyce, reftore the iniuryes of wycked 
Mammon, that ye maye from hcncefoorthe ferae God 
and the kynge, prouydyng for the people in holynea 
and ryghtoufnes all the dayes of youre lyfe : take hede 
when ye go from a meaner lyuynge vnto a better, frome 
a lower offyce vnto a hygher, that ye goo as memie 
called of Chrille, not as bewitched and allured by 
Mammon, fe that God by hygher authoritye perceyu- 
ynge your faythfulnes in a lyttell, doo in at the doore 
of worthynes and honeflye, admytte and receyue you 
to be trufled wyth more : beware leafte that the deuyll 
by flatteryng frendftiyppe and couetous ambycion, per- 
ceyuynge your wotldlynes in a lytic, do in at the wyn- 
dow of wycked bryberye conuey and receyue you, to 
abiife and be abufed wyth more. Se that ye obey the 
commaundement of God, takynge paynes in youre 
dutye to feede and doo good. Do not confent vnto 
the temptacion of the Deueil, worfhyppynge hym in 
worldlynes, for to gette gaynes. Thefe thynges ob- 
fcrued, ye flial be eftemed and taken as worthye miny- 
fters of Chryll, and feruaunts of God, for fo much as 
appertayneth vnto the lawfull callyng and admiflion of 
jou into youre rowmes,- and alto the (ayethfull d^y- 



at %taxiiti tvai6t- 137 

gence in vfyng of your felues in your loumes. Further- 
more Paule geueth example of a lowly mynde whyche 
doeth not iuflifye a mans felfe, and iudge euyll of other. 
For fo it becommeth the feruauntes of God, and the 
mynyders of Chrylle, euen when they haue done as 
they be commaunded, to acknowledge them felues 
vnprofytable femaunts. And not as proud Pharifeis, 
prayinge in the prefence of tbe Lorde, to make boaft 
of theim felues, and iynde fautes wyth other men. No, 
for jff other menne prayfe them, they mufl not regarde 
it, no nor yf theyr owne confcicnce comraende diem, 
excepte God alfo allow it. Therfore Paule fayeth. 
Mihipro minimo ift ut a nobis iitduer. It is one of the 
leail thinges wyth me too be iudged of you that be wyth 
me, eyther in tyrae or place. Vdab humatw die, eydier 
of mannes daye, by the experience of theim that (hall 
haue further tryall in contynuance of tyme. Sed neque 
me ipfttm iudico. No nor I doo not iudge my felfe. 
Mihienim nihil confcius fum,fed non ideo iujlificatin 
fum. For there is nothyng that I knowe my felfe gylty 
of, yet through that am I not iuflifyed, no not thorow 
the iudgeraent of you or of other, or of myne owne 
confcicnce, Qui uero itidkat me dominus ejl} He Iruly 
yat iudgeth me, is ye lord iudge of all men. Quare, 
nihil ante iempus indicate^ wherefore iudge ye nothyng 
afore the tyme of iudgemente. Quando dominus uenerit,^ 
when the Lorde ihall come to iudge. Qui d ill-ujlrabit 
occulta ienebrarum^ whyche alfo fhall make bryghte the 
couertes of darkenefle and craftye clokynge of fautes. 
Et manifejlabit concilia- cordis,' and iball open the 
thoughies of the hcartes, whiche he only fearcheth. 
£t tunc lam erit unicuiijiie a da/} And then prayfe 
flial! be vnto euery one of God, that geueth prayfe to 
the prayfe worthy. If Paule, beyngc a mynyfler of 
Chtyfte, and a difpofer of Goddes myfleryes, was fo 
feythefuU in hys doynge that neyther all the worlde 
nor hys owne confcience coulde in any ihyng reproue 
hym, and yet to contynue hys carefuU dylygence had 
euermore a greate refpecte vnto the commyng and 
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iudgenient of the Ixrcle : Howe (hall we thynlcefi 
they redft and lake thys place, whiche beyng knowenl 
both to theym felues and vnto the whole worlde to do I 
very euyl in many thyngs, yet wythout care of amende- 1 
ment, do foiget theym felues, the Lord, and his ii 
mente ? Surely they vnderfland it as Peter fayth : that 1 
many places of Paul be vnderiUnd of them whj-di 1 
beyng indocti koX amja-tx^oi vnlearned and vnfetled in ' 
iudgement, atrpi^Kovmi. wrall or wryng vntyll a wrong 
pin infuam ipforium ptrniciem,^ vnto theyr owne de- 
ilniccyon, manye places of Paule, ei reliquasfcripturas^ 
and the other fcriptures. For whereas thys place of 
Paul (hould be applyed to make men careftill and 
diligent, they wraft and wryng it to make for them that 
be careles and negligent. For Paul fayth that he dofli 
very lytle regarde what any man doth iudge of hym, 
menyng therby that though all the world wolde com. 
mende hym, yet wold he not be vayne glorious, of hys 
well doynge. They faye, they palTe lytle what any 
man feythe by them, meanyng therby that though aS 
men fynde fautes wyth theim, yet nyll they neuer be 
afiiamed of theyr euyll doynge. Paule fayeth that no 
man flioulde iudge, meanynge that no man as concem- i 
ynge fecretes of the mynde, (hould iudge other to be i 
yuell, and theim felfes to be iufl r and fo take occa,fion ] 
to fpeake (hamefuUy of other, and to glory in theim , 
felues : they faye that no man Ihoulde iudge, meanynge 
that neyther preacher nor friende (houide fo rebuke 
theyr manifefl euyll dedes, as myght geue theym occa- 
fion to be aihamed of theym felues, and leue iudgyngc 
of other. Lette vs not ivreft the places of Paulc and J 
of other fcripturs vnto a wrong purpofe. They wreft j 
the faying of Paule vnto a wrong meanynge, when as 
the mercye of God, whyche paffeth all hys works is 
denyed of theym vnto anye penytente fynner, by theyr 
allegynge of the tenth of Paul vnto the Ebrues. Then 
is that place not well applied but wrong wrelled. For 
when it is layde that yF we fynne wylfullye after that 
webaae receiued the knowledge of the trueth, there / 
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TGma}^eth no more facrifice for fynne, but a fearefull 
lookynge for iudgetnente and violent^ fyer, it is a 
meante that there is remaynynge and leafte in the 
fcriptures no mencyon of facrifyce for the forgeuenelTe 
of fynnes, but terrible threatnynges of veogeaance to 
pimyllie fynners, too bee preached vnto wylfiiil fynners, 

Howbeit there isno conderaiiacionbutalwayes mercye 
to be preached vnto theym that grafted in Chrift lefu, 
be penitent fynners, how fore and ofte foeuer they fall 
For his mercy is aboue al! hys workes. Therefore when- 
foeuer he fuffereth the Deuyll to tempte menne to do 
fynne, or too plage them for fyrnie, or whenfoeuer by 
his worde wrytten or preached he doth aggrauate 
fynne, sU is done to dryiie menne vnto mercye. 
The deuyll hathe caufed here in Englande rouche 
fyime and abhominacion, greuons plages, and fore 
miferies, God hath fent wonderous plenty of hj'S con- 
fortable word. And nowe brethren all this is euen the 
worke of god : for it is God that worketh al thynges in 
allmen. Deus ejl qui operatur enmia in omnibus^ And 
yet take good hede to the true interprelacion of thys 
place lead that ye make God to be the author of fyn. 
Qui non tjouU peccalum, nee eft inuentus dohts in ore eius,^ 
whyche knoweth no fynne by experience of doyng it, 
nor hathe no gyie founde in hys mouthe. But euen 
as it was God that dyd both geue and take awaye lobs 
goodes; Soisit God that doth althyngs, both good and 
euyll. And as he dyd make lob ryche, by geuinge him 
goodes, and poore bi fuffering [and vfyng] the deuill to 
dellroy thofe goodes : fo doethe he good deedes of 
hys owne goodnes, and euyll dedes in fufferynge 
the deuyll to do theym. Yea it is euen God that hathe 
concluded al men under fynne, that hath fuffered 
the deuyl to tempt al men* to do fynne, yea and /ir^/^ 
tttra eonduftt omnia Jub peccaio^ ye fcriptur of God 
hath concluded al men vnder fyn, or as Paule fpeaketli 
in an other place more pla[!]nli airoa/isfla. We haue 
concluded or proued, allegynge good reafon, that both 
the grekes and the lewes he vnder fynne. So nowe 
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all ye by G O D be concluded vndemeth finne, that is ~ 






all ye by G O D be concluded vndemeth finne, that is 
by goddes fuffraunce the deuil hath caufed you to com- 
mit fmne. By Gods ordinauoce the fcriptures and the 
preachers of God, do open and declare that ye be all 
lynners. And this is all done, 71/ omnium mi/ereareiur' 
that he myght havie mercye vpon all, that alt mig^te 
receyue the pardon of his mercye without ye which 
none can be faued, none can efcape vengeaunce. 
For non eft inaliqiio alio faius, there is no health in 1 
anye other, nee aliud rwmen datum Jub Calo, in qua \ 
oporteai nos Jatuos fieri* nor none other name geuen 
vnder heauen, in the which we (huld be faued. So 
yat he whyche wyl haue anye healthe miille come vnto 
Chrid, ihewyog him felfe wounded with fin, to (land in 
nede of Phificion. He yat wil be faued muil (hew him 
felfe a penytente fynner vnto Chrifte which came not 
to cal the righteous but fynners to amendmente. But 
he yat regardeth the flattery of the worlde or the pard- 
alitie of his owne confcience, and therby taketh occafion 
to glory in his own doynges, he flial finde no mercy, he 
can receiue no pardon or forgeuenes fent from god to 
be dehuered only vnto thofe yat fele and acknowlege 
them felues to be fickely and vnrighteous fumers. 
Thei therfore that fele and acknowledge ye greatefl. fins 
wickediies" and abhominacions in theim felues being 
fory therfore, and entend amendment, be mod worthi 
and fure to receiue ye great pardon of gods mercy, 
whyche certenly wil deliuer them out of all daunget, 
kepe them in fafri and bryng them to profperity. 
Heare therfore and I wil now read my commiflion by 
ye whiche ye fliall wel perceyue yat I fpeake nothyng 
vpon my own head, but euery tbyng according to the 
coramaundemeni of the Lorde yoiu' god, whydie hath 
fent me vnto you hys people. The example of this 
proclamacioD. Ef Iviii. Clama} Make proclamation 
openly, yat al men maye heare: ne ceffes? Ceas not 
for feare of them that may kyll the body, and can not 
Jiurt the foule, qnafi taba exaiia uocem tttain^ Lifte vp 
^j voyce as a trumpet, geninge men knowledge of the 

Jtom. ji 31. ' Aor in » \s». biiiL z. 
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co.nmyng of the ennemyes in the tytne of war. So 
geue them knowlege of the fwerd of vengeance, 
which fhal folow immediatli after this warning £t 
annunda populo meo fcelera eorum} And fhew them 
their fau[l]tes yat in bering of my name, and pro- 
feflinge my religion wil be my people. Et domui 
Jacob psccitta fua,^ and vnto the houfe of Jacob their 
own fins: vnto all fortes of men euen thofe fyns 
which they them felues do vfe. Vnto the clergy, the 
frnnes of ye clergy, vnto the laitye, the fynnes of the 
layte: and vnto eueiy degre, ye finnes yat be of that 
degre vfed. Shew ye clergi that thei fede them felues 
fat with many liuings, and let my flocke be fcatered 
and vnfed, becaufe ther is few preching pallors yat can 
and wil fede them. 

Shew the clergy that they can neyther teach, nor 
requyre the king and laitye to prouide new liuings for 
prechers, vntil! they do reftore forth of their own hands 
thofe which be prouided alredy: (hew fudi of the 
cleai^ as be fatlings puft vp with pluralities, that they 
neyther haue fed, do fede, or can fede my flocke, yet 
haue fpoyled, do fpoyle and wyl fpoyle my lambes, ye 
kynges fubiectes, and theyr own brethren, fo long as 
thei vfe their pluralities. Shew the laity yat thei haue 
robbed me theyr lord and god of double honour due 
vnto my mynillers: for they haue taken awaye the 
fodder that was prepared for the laborynge oxe, and 
bene difobedyent vnto my law, pronounced by theim 
riiat fate in Moyfes cheire. 

Shewe the nobilitie that they haue opprefled the 
comminaltye, Kepyng theim vnder in feare and ignor- 
ance, by power and aucthoritye, which myght and 
Ihould haue bene louyngly learned their obedience 
and duty to both God and the kyng by preachyng of 
the gofpel Shew the nobility yat they haue extorted 
and famifhed the commynalq' by the heigthening of 
iynes and rentes of fermes, and decaying of hofpitality 
and good houfe kepyng. Shew the comminaltye yat 
they be both traytoures and rebelles, tttanrnsr^S^^sA. 
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grudgyng agaynfl iriyne ordinaunces : tel the coramin- 
alty yat the oxe draweth, the horfe beareth, ye tre 
bryngeth forth frutes and the earthe come and graiTe 
to the profyte and comforte of man, as I haue or- 
dained them : but they of the comminaltye in England 
bye and fel, make bai^jTies, and do al thynges to the 
grefe and hynderaunce of manne, contrary to ray com- 
maundemente. Tell the commynaltye that they take' 
one anothers fenne ouer their heades, they thrufte 
one an other oute of their houfes, they take leafes vnto 
theim felues, and lette theym dearer vnto other; they 
bye comes and wares to make other paye more dere 
for it: they hurte and trouble, eate vp and deuoure 
one another. Tell all Englande hye and low, riche 
and poore that they euerye one prowlynge for them 
felues, be feruaunts vnto Mammon, ennemies vnto god) 
diHurbers of common wealth, and deilroyers of them 
felues. And for all this lette theim knowe that I haue 
no pleafure in ye death of a fmner. Se^ magis vt con- 
uertatur et uiuat} but rather I geue him refpit and 
fend him warning yat he may tume and hue, com- 
fortably here vpon earth, and ioifuUy in heauen for 
euer. Therefore if any in Englande do toume and 
amende, he fliall fane hym felfe. But they which wyll 
not repent and amend ihal not be laued by theyr 
fathers or frendes, which by repentaunce be as fure 
them felues to be accepted vnto me as was Noe 
Danyet and lob: but and if all or the mooft parte of 
them in England, tume and amend them, fay vnto 
England: ddectaberis fupa- domino." From henceforth 
you (halt haue delite and plefure in ye lord, etfujbllam te 
fuper aititiidines terrm^ and I wil lift the higher in 
honour welth and power, then any other realme in or 
vpon the earth, et cibabo te herediiate lacobi patris tui^ 
and fo wyll I fede the with the inheritaunce of lacob 
thy father. I will reftore vnto ye whatfoeuer land or 
holds in Scotland or in Fraunce dyd at any tyme belonge 
vnto Jacob thy father, vnto the kings of this realme, 
domini locutum ejl, ' for the Lordes owne mouth 
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hath fpoken it, which is a better affurance vnto this 
commiflion, then though it were figned and feled wyth 
ten thoufande mens handes. 

Now al you yat entend to be faued by the mercies 
of god in our fauioure lefu Chrill, come when ye be 
called from gredy couetoufnes wherwyth ye haue bene 
blinded to wreake Gods wrath: receyue mercy and 
grace which be now frely offred to make you from 
henceforth holy minillers of Chrifl, and faitihfuU dif- 
pofers of ye manifolde gyftes of Gods grace and good- 
nes: and now for fere of forgetfull negligence, when ye 
depart hence, replenilh your minds with ye comfort- 
able remembrance of your own greuous myferies, and 
of gods great mercies, in fecrete meditation of the 
lords praier, here tarying together in quyetnes a littell 
for to receyue the Lordes bleffyng. 

The god of peace that brought againe from death 

our Lord lefus the greate Ihepeheard of the Ihepe, 

thorow the bloud of the euerlallyng teflament, make 

you perfit in all good workes, to do hys wyll, workyng 

in you that which is plefant in his 

fyght, through lefus Chrill. 

.Ajmen. 
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